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ADVERTISEMENT. 


®) the 1 writings-of Mr. Paine a Falſe celebrity hw 

been derived, more from policy of publication than 
from potency of argument : And while numberleſs copies 
have been printed and publiſhed in a manner peculiarly 
ſuited to the pockets of the lower claſs of people, a faci- 
lity and rapidity of circulation has been ſecured to thoſe. 
works, for which all good men, all real friends to their 
country, muſt wiſh ſo good opportunity had not been 
afforded : And much is it to be regretted, that ſo 
baneful a poiſon had not been ſooner counteracted, by 
as eaſy a publication of Mr. Burke's * Reflections on 
the Revolution i in France.“ 


Conſidering this latter work as calculated to diſſemi- 
nate valuable truths concerning the important theory of 
government in general, while it profeſſes only to regard 

the errors of French reform; and deſirous that its influ- 
ence ſhould be diſpenſed among the lower (though certainly 
not therefore the leſs valuable) orders of his fellow- 
_ countrymen, the Editor of the preſent pamphlet has per- 
uſed Mr. Burke's book with the moſt candid attention 
and, having pruned ſome little exuberances of genius 

and 


| ADVERTISEMENT. 


and . of fancy, into which the lively i imagination 
of the excellent writer had ſometimes betrayed him; in 
ſhort, having only retrenched ſuch paſſages as he conceived 
Mr. Burke himfelf, ſhould he have reſolved on re-print- 
ing a lower-priced edition of his book, would have been 
moſt Hkely to have reduced or expunged ; he has been 
prompted by a fincere wiſh of being ſerviceable to his 
country, to ſubmit it in its preſent form to the candour of 
the Public, with the moſt ardent hope chat the —_— of 
the author will not have been in vain. 


. Now. a8, 379%. . 
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OU are pleaſed to call again, and with ſome earneſtneſs, 
* for my thoaghts on the late proceedings in France. I 
will not give you reaſon to imagine, that I think my ſenti- 
ments of ſuch value as to wiſh myſelf to be ſolicited about 
them. They are of too little conſequence to be very anxiouſſy 
either communicated or withheld. It was from attention to yon, 
and to you only, that I heſitated at the time when you firſt 


defired to receive them. In the firſt letter I had the honour 


to write to you, and which at length T fend, I wrote neither 
for nor from any deſcription of men; nor ſhall T in this. My 
errors, if any, are my own. My reputation alone is to anſwer 
for them. Pew | | | Wa 

Lou ſee, Sir, by the long letter 1 have tranſmitted to vou, 
that, though I do moſt heartily wiſh that France may be ani- 


mated by a ſpirit of rational liberty, and that T think you 


bound, in all honeſt policy, to provide a permanent body, in 
which that ſpirit may reſide, and an effectual organ, by which 
it may act, it is my misfortune to entertain great doubts con- 
cerning ſeveral material points in your late tranſactions. 
You imagined, when you wrote laſt, that I might poſſibly be 
reckoned among the approvers of certain proceedings in 
France, from the ſolemn public ſeal of ſanction they have re- 


ceived from two clubs of gentlemen in London, called the 


Conſtitutional Society, and the Revolution Societe. 


Lo certainly have the honour to belong to more clubs than one, 7 


in which the conſtitution of this kingdom and the principles 
of the glorious Revolution, are held in high reverence: And 
I reckon myſelf among the moſt forward in my zeal for main- 
taining that conſtitution and thoſe principles in their utmoſt 


_ purity and vigour. It is becaufe I do fo, that I think it ne- 


ceflary for me, that there ſhould be no miſtake. | Thoſe who 


. cultivate the memory of our revolution, and thoſe who are at- 
tached to the conftitution of this kingdom, will take good 
care how they are ihvolded with perſons who, under the pre- 


text of zeal towards the Revolution and Conſtitution, too fre- 
1 W N quently 


- 
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quently wander from their true principles; and are ready on 
every occaſion to depart from the firm, but cautious and delibe. 
rate, ſpirit which produced the one, and which preſides in the 
other. Before I proceed to anſwer the more material particy- 
lars in your letter, I ſhall beg leave to give you ſuch infor- 
mation as I have been able to obtain of the two clubs which 
have thought proper, as bodies, to interfere in the concerns of 
France; firſt aſſuring you, that I am not, and that 1 have 
never been, a member of either of thoſe ſocieties. 
The firſt, calling itſelf the Conſtitutional Society, or So- 
ciety for Conſtitutional Information, or by ſome ſuch title, is, 
I believe, of ſeven or eight years ſtanding. The inſtitution of 
this ſociety appears to be of a charitable, and ſo far of a lau- 
dable, nature; It was intended for the circulation, at the ex. 
ence of the members, of many books, which few others 
would be at the expence of buying; and which might lie on 


. the hands of the bookſellers, to the great loſs of an uſeful] 


body of men. Whether the books fo charitably circulated, 
were ever as chantably read, 1s more than I know. Poſſibly 
ſeveral of them have been experted to France; and, like goods 
not in requeſt here, may with you have found a market, I 
have heard much talk of the lights to be drawn from books 
that are ſent from hence. What improvements they hove had 


in their paſſage (as it is ſaid ſome liquors are meliorated by 


croſſing the ſea) I , cannet tell: But J never heard a man of 


common judgment, or the leait degree of information, ſpeak 


a word in praiſe of the greater part of the publications cir— 
culated by that ſociety; nor have their proceedings been ac- 
counted, except by ſome of themſelves, as of any ſerious 
conſ quence. | ; 5 | 

Pour National Aﬀembly ſeems to entertain much the ſame 
openion that I do of this poor charitable club. As a nation, 
you reſerved the whole ſtock of your eloquent acknowledg- 
meats for the Revolution Society ; when their fellows in the 
Conſtitutional were, in equity, entitled to ſome ſhare. Since 
you have ſelected the Revolution Society as the great object of 


your national thanks and praiſes, you will think me excuſeable 


in making its late conduct the ſubje& of my obſervations. The 


— 


National Aſſembly of France has given importance to theſe 
gentlemen by adopting them; and they return the favour, by 
acting as a commttee in England for extending the principles 
of the National Aſſembly. Henceforward we mult conſider 


them as a kind of privileged perſons; as no inconſiderable 
- members in the diplomatic body. 


This is one among the re- 
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Brench Revolution. © 2 
wolutions which have given ſplendour to obſcurity, and diſ- 
ſtinction to undiſcerned merit. Until very lately I do not 
recolle& to have heard of this club. I find, upon enquiry, 
that on the anniverſary af the Revolution in 1688, a club of 
diſſenters, but of what denomination I know not, have long had 
the cuſtom of hearing a ſermon in one of their churches; and 
that afterwards they ſpent the day cheerfully, as. other clubs 
do, at the tavern, But I never heard that any public meaſure, 
or political ſyſtem, much leſs that the merits of the conſti- 
tution of any foreign nation, had been the ſubject of a formal 
ee at their feſtivals; until, to my inexpreſſible ſur- 
prize, I found them in a ſort of public capacity, by a con- 
gratulatory addreſs, giving an authoritative ſanction to the 
proceedings of the National Aſſembly in France. 

I certainly take my full ſhare, along with the reft of the 
world, in my individual and private capacity, in ſpeculating on 
what has been done, or is doing, on the public ſtage; in any 
place antient'or modern ; in-the republic of Rome, or the re- 
public of Paris; but having no general apoſtolical miſſion, 
being a citizen of a particular ſtate, and being bound up in a 
conſiderable degree, by its public will, I ſhould think it, at leaft 
improper and - irregular, for me to open a formal public cor- 
reſpondence with the actual government of a foreign nation, 

pg; the expreſs authority of the govern.yent- under which 
A ive, 3 „ 3 
f I ſhould be till more un willing to enter into that correſpon- 


l dence, under any thing like an equivocal deſeription, Which to 
WJ many, unacquainted with our uſages, might make the addrefs, 
8 in which I joined, appear as the act of perſons in ſome. ſort of 
corporate capacity, acknowledged by the laws of this king- 
: dom, and authorized to ſpeak the fenſe of ſome part of it. 
On account of the ambiguity and uncertainty of unauthorized 
' MW -generil deſcriptions, and of the deceit which may be practiſed 


under them, and not from mere formality, the Houſe of Com- 
mons would reject the moſt ſneaking petition for the mot 
. triffing object, under that mode of fignature to which you 
have thrown open the foidi1g-doors of your preſence, chamber, 

and have uſhered into your National Aſſembly, with as much 
ceremony and parade, and with as great a buſtle of applauſe, 
as if you had been viſited by the whole repreſentative majeſty 
of the whole Engliſh nation. If what this ſociety has thought 
proper to ſend forth had been a piece of argument, it would 
have ſignificd little whoſe argument it was. It would be nei- 
tier the more nor the leſs 3 on account of the party 
2 Ei 5 
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1 my Burke's Reflections on the 
it came from. But this is only a vote and reſolution. It ſtands 
ſolely on authority; and in this caſe it is the mere authority 
of individuals, few of whom appear. 'Their fignatures ought, 
in my opinion, to have been annexed to their inſtrument. The 
world would then have the means of knowing how many 
they are; who they are; and of what value their opinions 
may be, from their perſonal abilities, from their knowledge, 
their experience, or their lead and authority in this Rate, 
To me, who am but a plain man, the proceeding looks a little 
too refined, and too ingenious; it has too much the air of 
a political ſtratagem, adopted for the ſake of giving, under 
an high-ſounding name, an importance to the public declara- 
tions'of this club, which, when the matter-came to be cloſely 
E they did not altogether ſo well deſerve. N 
fatter myſelf that I love a manly, moral, regulated liber. 
ty as well as any gentleman of that ſociety, be he who he will; 
and perhaps I have given as good proofs of my attachment to 
that cauſe, in the whole courſe of my public conduct. I 
think I envy liberty as little as they do, to any other nation. 
But I cannot ftand forward, and give praiſe or blame to any 
thing which relates to Luman actions, and human concerns, 
on a fimple view of the object, as it flands ſtripped of every 
relation, in all the nakedneſs and ſolitude of metaphy tical ab- 
ſtraction. Circumſtances (which with ſome gentlemen paſs for 
nothing) give in reality to every political 1 le its dif- 
tinguiſhing colour, and diſcriminating effect. The circum- 
ſtances are what render every civil and political ſcheme beneſi- 
cial or noxious to mankind. Abſtractedly ſpeaking, govern- 
ment, as well as liberty, is good; yet could I, in common ſenſe, 
ten years ago, have felicitarhs France on her. enjoyment of a 
government (for ſhe then had a government) without enquiry 
what the nature of that govern:nent was, or how it was ad- 
miniſtered? Can I now congratulate the fame nation upon 
its freedom? Is it becauſe liberty in the abſtract may be 
claſſed among the bleſſings of mankind, that I am ſeriouſy 
led to felicitate a madman, who has eſcaped from the protecting 
reſtraint and wholeſome darkneſs of his cell, on his reſtoration 
to the enjoyment of light and liberty? Am I to congratulate 
an highwayman and murderer, who has broke priſon, upon the 
reeovery of his natural rights? This would be to act over 
again the ſcene of the criminals condemned to the gallies, 
and their. heroic deliverer, the metaphyſical Knight of the 
- Sorrowful Countenance. | | | | 
When I ſee the ſpirit of liberty in action, I ſee a ſtrong 
5. ju a principle 
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We are now in a conditio 
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principle at work; and this, for a while, is all I can poſſibly 
know of it. The wild gas, the fixed, air is plainly broke 
looſe: But we ought to ſuſpend our judgment until the firſt 
efferveſcency is a little ſubſided, till the liquor is cleared, and 
until we ſee ſomething deeper than the agitation of a troubled 
and frothy ſurface. I mult be tolerably ſure, before I venture 
publickly to congratulate- men pon a bleſſing, that they have 
really received one. Flat orrupts both the receiver and 
the giver; and adulation is nat of more ſervice to the people 
than to kings. TI ſhould: therefore ſuſpend my congratula- 
tions on the new liberty of France, until I was informed ho-. 
it had been combined with government; with public force; 
with the diſcipline and obedience of armies; with the col- 
lection of an effective and well-diſtributed revenue; with mo- 
rality and religion; with the ſolidity of property; with peace 
and order; with civil and ſocial manners. All theſe (in. their 
way) are good things too; and, without them, liberty is not. 
a benefit whilſt is laſts, and is not likely to continue long. 
The effect of liberty to individuals is, that they may do what 
they pleaſe: We ought to ſee what it will pleaſe them to do, 
before we riſque congratulations, which may be ſoon turned 
into complaints. Prudence would dictate this in the. cafe f 
ſeparate inſulated private men; but liberty, when. men act in 
bodies, is power ;, and particularly of ſo trying a thing as ne 
power in ne perſons, of whofe principles, tempers; and diipb- 
ſitions, they have little or no experience, and in fituations: - 
where thoſe who appear the molt ſtirring in the feene may peſ-- 
ſibly not be the real movers. | | 5 
All theſe conſiderations, however, were below the tranſcen--. 
dental dignity of the Revolution Society. Whilſt I conti-- 
nued in the country, from whence TI had the honour- of writing 
to you, J had but an imperfect idea of their tranſactions. On 
my coming to town, I ſent for an account of their proceedings, 
which had been publiſhed by their authority, containing a ſer- 
mon of Dr. Price, with the Duke de Rochefaucault's and the 
Archbiſhop of Aix's letter, and ſeveral other documents an- 
nexed. The whole of that publication, with the manifeſt de- 


ſign of connecting the affairs of France with thoſe of England, 


by drawing us into an imitation of the conduct of the National 
Aſſembly, gave me a conſiderable degree of uneaſineſs. The effect 


of that Ip» K 5 . R . 0 1 N , 8 | 
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neſs, the true nature of the object held up to our imitation, 


If the prudence of reſerve and decorum dictates ſilence in 
ſome circumſtances, in others prudence of an higher order 
may juſtify us in ſpeaking our thoughts. Ihe beginnings of 
confuſion with us in England are at preſent feehle enough; 


but with you, we have ſeen an infancy ftill more feeble, groy. 
ing by moment into a ſtrength to heap mountains upon moun. 
| tains, and to wage war with Heaven itſelf, Whenever our 


neighbour's houſe is on fire, it cannot be amiſs for the engine 
to play a little on our own. Better to be deſpiſed for too anxi. 


. ous apprehenſions, than ruined by too confident a ſecurity, 


Solicitous chiefly for the peace of my own country, but by 
no means unconcerned for your's, I wiſh to communicate more 


largely, what was at firſt intended only for your private {a 


tisfaction. I ſet out, indeed, with the proceedings of the 
Revolution Society; but I ſhall not confine myſelf to them, 
Is it poſſible I ſhould ? It looks to me as if I were in a great 


_ criſis, not of the affairs of France alone, but of all Europe, 


perhaps of more than Europe. All circumſtances taken toge- 


ther, the French Revolution is the moſt aſtoniſhing that has 


hitherto happened in the world. 'The moſt wonderful things 
are brought about in many inſtances by means the moſt abſurd 
and ridiculous; in the moſt ridieulous modes; and apparently, 
by the moſt contemptible inſtruments. + Every thing ſeems out 
of nature 1n this ſtrange chaos of levity and ferocity, and of 
all ſorts of crimes jumbled together with all ſorts. of follies. 
In viewing this monſtrous tragi-comic ſcene, the moſt opoſite- 


D * : * . * 
paſſions neceſſarily ſucceed, and ſometimes mix with each other 


in the mind; alternate contempt and indignation ;. alternate 
laughter and tears ; alternate ſcorn and horror. 


It cannot, however, be denied, that to ſome this ſtrange 


Tee +2 appeared in quite another point of view. Into them it 
inſpired no other ſentiments than thoſe of exultation and 
rapture. They ſaw nothing in what has been done in France, 
but a firm and temperate exertion of freedom; ſo conſiſtent, 
on the whole, with morals and with. piety, as to make it de- 
ſerving. not only of ſecular applauſe of daſhing Machiavelian 
politicians, but to render it a fit theme for all the. devout & 
fuſions of ſacred eloquence. | 


— . 


On the forenoon of 


£ 


the 4th of November laſt, Doctor 


* 


Richard Price, a non- conforming miniſter of eminence, preached 
at the diſſenting meeting-houſe of the Old. Jewry, ta his club 
or ſociety, a very extraordinary miſcellaneous ſermon, in 
which there are ſome good moral and religious ſentiments, and 


not 


— 
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10h. not ill expreſſed, mixed up in a ſort of porridge of various po- 
bl litical opinions and refleQions ; But the revolution in France 
der is the grand ingredient in the cauldron.” I conſider the ad- 
8 of dreſs tranſmitted by the Revolution Society to the National 
gb; Aſſembly, through Earl Stanhope, as originating in the prin- 
ow. ciples of the ſermon, and as a corollary | <6 them. It was 
Jun moved by the preacher of that diſcourſe. It was paſſed by 
Our thoſe who came reeking from the effect of the ſermon, without 
nes any cenſure or qualification, expreſſed or implied. If, how- 
nx. ever, any of the gentlemen concerned ſhall with to ſeparate the 
. ' ſermon from the reſolution, they know how -to acknowledge 
by the one, and to diſavow the other. They may do it: 1 


cannot. | : | £ 

For my part, I looked on that ſermon as the public decla- 
ration of a man much connected with literary caballers, and 
intriguing philoſophers; with political theologians, and theolo- 
gical politicians, both at home and abroad. I know they ſet 
him up as a ſort of oracle; becauſe, with the beſt intentions 
in the world, he naturally philippixes, and chaunts his prophe- 
tic ſong in exact uniſon with their deligns. : 

That ſermon is in a ſtrain which I believe has not been heard 
in this kingdom, in any of the pulpits which are tolerated or 
encouraged in it, ſince the year 1648, when a predeceſſor of 
Dr. Price, the Reverend Hugh Peters, made the vault of the 
king's own chapel at St. James's: ring with the . honour and 
-privilege of the Saints, who, with the * high praiſes of 
God in their mouths, and a #xvo-edged {ſword in their hands, 
« were to execute judgment on the Heathen, and puniſhments 
% upon the -people ; to bind their ings with chains, and their 
* nobles with fetters of iron *.” Few harangues from the 
Pulpit, except in the days of your league in France, or in 
the days of our ſolemn league and covenant in England, have 
ever breathed leſs of the ſpirit of moderation than this lecture 
in the Old Jewry. Suppoſing, however, that ſomething like 
moderation were viſible in this political ſermon; yet politics 
and the pulpit are terms that have little agreement. No 
ſound ought to be heard in the church but the healing voice 
of Chriſtian charity. The cauſe of civil liberty and civil go- 
vernment gains as little as that of religion by this confuſion, of 


0 duties. Thoſe who quit their proper character, to aſſume 
h what does not belong to them, are, for the greater part, 
ignorant both of the character they leave, and of the cha- 
6 SE „ Plalm exlix. | 3 
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racter they aſſume. Surely the church is a Ee f one 
day's-truce ought to be allowed to the diſſenſions and animo. 


fities of mankind, - | 


This pulpit ſtyle, revived after ſo long a diſcontinuance, had to 


me the air of novelty, and of novelty, not wholly without danger, 
I do not charge this danger equally to every part of the diſ- 
courſe. The hint given to a noble and reverend. lay-divine, who 
is ſuppoſed high in office in one of our univerſities *, and to 
other lay-divines * of rant and literature, may be proper and 
Jeaſonable, though ſomewhat new. If the noble Seekers ſhould 
find nothing to ſatisfy their pious fancies in the old ſtaple. of 
the national church, or in all the rich variety to he found in 
the well-aſſorted warehouſes of the diſſenting congregations, 
Dr. Price adviſes them to improve upon non-conformity ; and 
to ſet up, each of them, a ſeparate meeting-houſe upon his 
own particular principles T. It is ſomewhat remarkable, that 
this reverend divine ſhould be ſo earneſt for ſetting up new 
churches, and ſo perfectly indifferent concerning the define 
which may be taught in them. His zeal is of a curious cha- 
racter. It is not for the propagation of his own opinions, 
but of any opinions. It is not for the diffuſion of truth, 
but for the ſpreading of contradiction. Let the noble teachers 
but diſſent, it is no matter from whom or from what. This 
great point once ſecured, it is taken for granted their reli- 
gion will be rational and manly. 5 1 
But I may ſay of our preacher, „ utinam nugis tota illa de- 


* dliſſet tempora ſævitiæ. — All things in this his fulminating 


. 


bull are not of ſo innoxious a Wen His doctrines affect 


our conſtitution in its vital parts. He tells the Revolution 
Society, in this political ſermon, that his majeſty © is almoſt 
„the only lawful king in the world, becauſe the only one who 
& owes. his crown to the choice of his people.” As to the 
kings of the 2vorld, all of whom (except one) this archpontiff 
of the rights of men, with all the plenitude, and with more 
than the boldneſs of 'the papal depoling power in its meridian 
fervour of the twelfth century, puts into one ſweeping clauſe 


* Diſcourſe on the Love of out Country, Nov. 4, 1789, by Dr. Richard 
Price, zd edition, p. I7 and 18. RT | ; 
+ © Thoſe who diſlike the mode of worſhip which is preſcribed by public 


44 authority ought, if they can find 0 worſhip of the church which they 


<« approve, 0 ſet up a ſeparate worſhip for ther;ſe!wes and by doing this, 
bart ed many worſhip, men of <vcight 
% ” dove 
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of ban and anathema, and proclaims uſurpers by circles of 
longitude and latitude, over the whole globe, it behoves them 
to conſider how they admit into their territories theſe apoſ- 
tolic miſſionaries, who are to tell their ſubjects they are not 


lawful kings. That is their concern. It is ours, as a domeſtic 


intereſt” of ſome moment, ſeriouſly to confider the ſolidity of 
the only principle upon which theſe 7 gentlemen acknowledge a 
king of Great Britain to be entitled to their allegiance. 

This doctrine, as applied to the prince now on the Britiſh 
throne, either is nonſenſe, and therefore neither true nor falſe, or 
it affirms a moſt unfounded, dangerous, illegal, and unconſtitu- 
tional poſition. According to this ſpiritual doctor of politics, 
if his majeſty does not owe his crown to the choice of his peo- 
ple, he is no laguful king. Now nothing can be more untrue, 


than that the crown of this kingdom is fo held by his majeſty. 


Therefore, if you follow their rule, the king of Great Britain, 
who moſt certainly does not owe his high office to any form 
of popular election, is in no reſpe& better than the reſt of the 
gang of uſurpers who reign, or rather rob, all over the face of 
this our miſerable world, without any ſort of right or title to 
the £7; dee of their people. The policy of this general doc- 
trine, fo qualified, is evident enough. 


The propagators of this political goſpel are in hopes their 


abſtract principle (their principle that a popular choice is 


neceſſary to the legal exiſtence of the ſovereign magiſtracy) 
would be overlooked whilſt the king of Great Britain was not 
affected by it. In the mean time, the ears of their congrega- 
tions would Be gradually habituated to it, as if it were a firſt 
principle admitted without diſpute. For the preſent it would 
only operate as a theory, pickled in the preſerving juices of 
pulpit eloquence, and laid by for future uſe, Condo et compons: 
gue mox depromere poffim. By this policy, whilit our govern- 
ment is ſoothed with a reſervation in its favour, to whiclr it 
has no claim, the ſecurity, which it has in common with all 
governments, ſo far as opinion is ſecurity, is taken away. 
Thus theſe politicians proceed, whilſt little notice is taken 
of their doctrines: But when they come to be examined upon 
the plain meaning of their words, and the direct tendency of 


their doctrines, then equivocations and flippery conſtructions 


come into play. When they ſay the king owes his crown to 
the choice of his people, and is therefore the only lawful ſo- 
vereign in the world, they will perhaps tell us, they mean to 
ſay no more than that ſome, of the king's predeceſſors have 
been called to the throne by ſome ſort of choice ; and there- 


fore 


may have begun, the Kin 


by a fixed rule of ſucceſſion, zccording to the laws of his 
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fore he owes his crown to the choice of his people. Thus, 
by a miſerable ſubterfuge, they hope to render their pro- 
poſition ſafe, by rendering it nugatory. They are welcome 
to the aſylum they ſeck for their offence, fince they take re- 
fuge in their folly. For, if you admit this interpretation, how 
does their idea of election differ from our idea of inheritance ? 
And how does the ſettlement of the crown in the Brunſwick 
line derived from James the Firſt, come to legalize our mo- 
narchy, rather than that of aay of the neighbouring countries? 
At ſome time or other, to be ſure, all the beginners of dy- 
naſties were choſen by thoſe who called them to govern. 
There is ground enough for the opinion, that all the kingdoms. 
of Europe were, at a remote period, elective, with more or 
fewer limitations in the objects of choice; but whatever kings 
might have been here or elſewhere, a thouſand years ago, or 
in whatever manner the ruling dynaſties of England or France 
of Great Britain 1s at this day king 


country; and whilſt the legal conditions of the compact of 
ſovereignty are performed by him (as they are performed) he 
holds his crown in contempt of the choice of the Revolution 
Society, who have not a ſiagle vote for a king among them, 
either individually or collectively; though I make no doubt 
they would ſoon erect themſelves into an electoral college, if 
things were ripe to give effect to their claim. His majeſty's 


heirs and ſucceſſors, each in his time and order, will come to 


the crown with the ſame contempt of their choice with which 
his majeſty has ſucceeded to that he wears. | 

Whatever, may be the ſucceſs of evaſion in explaining away 
the groſs error of fad, which ſuppoſes that his majeſty 
(though he holds it in concurrence with the wiſhes) owes his 
crown to the choice of the people, yet nothing can evade 
their full explicit declaration, concerning the principle of a 
right in the people to chooſe, which right is directly main- 
tained, and tenaciouſly adhered to. All the oblique inſinua- 


tions concerning election bottom in this propoſition, and are 


referable to it. Left the foundation of the king's excluſive 
legal title ſhould paſs for a mere rant of adulatory freedom, 
the political divine proceeds dogmatically to aſſert *, that by 
the principles of the revolution, tte people of England have 
acquired three fundamental rights, all which, with him, com- 


* 


P. 34, Diſcourſe on the Love of our Country, by Dr. Price. 
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poſe one ſyſtem, and lie together in one ſhort ſentence; 


namely, that we have.acquired a right, 

1. To chooſe our own governors. 

2. To caſhier them for miſconduct. 
3. To frame government for ourſelves.” . 
This new, and hitherto unheard-of bill of rights, though 
made in the name of the whole people, belongs to thoſe gen- 
tlemen and their faction only. The body of the people in 
England have no ſhare in it. They utterly diſclaim it. They 
will reſiſt the practical aſſertion of it with their lives and for- 
tunes. They are bound to do fo by the laws of their country. 
made at the time of that very Revolution, which 1s appealed 
to in favour of the fictitious rights claimed by the ſociety 
which abuſes its name. e eee, 1 255 

Theſe gentlemen of the Old Jewry, in all their reaſonings 
on the Revolution of 1688, have a revolution which happened 
in England about forty years before, and the late French = - 
volution, ſo much before their eyes, and in their hearts, that 
they are conſtantly confounding all the three together. It is 


neceſſary that we ſhould ſeparate what they confound. We 


muſt recall their erring fancies to the ache of the Revolution 
which we revere, for the diſcovery of its true principles, If 
the principles of the Revolution of 1688 are any where to be 
found, it is in the ſtatute called the Declaration of Right. In 
that moſt wiſe, ſober, and conſiderate declaration, drawn up 
by great lawyers and great ſtateſmen, and not by warm and in- 
experienced enthuſiaſts, not one word is ſaid, nor one ſuggeſ- 


tion made, of a general right * to chooſe our own governors; 


to caſhier them for miſconduct ;* and to form a government 


« for ourſelves.” | 


This Declaration of Right (the act of the 1ſt of William 


and Mary, ſeſſ. 2, ch. 2.) is the corner-ſtone of our conſtitution, 
as reinforced, explained, improved, and in its fundamental 


principles for ever ſettled. © It is called An A for declaring 
the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and for ſettling 
* the ſucceſſion of the Crown. Lou will obſerve, that theſe 
rights and this ſucceſſion is declared in one body, and bound 
indiſſolubly togetber. : * 1 

A few years after this period, a ſecond opportunity offered 


bor aſſerting a right of election to the crown. On tlie proſ- 


pect of a total failure of iſſue from King William, and from 
the Princeſs, afterwards Queen Anne, the conſideration of the 
lettlement of the crown, and of a further ſecurity for the liber- 
ties of the people, again came before the legiſlature. Did 

| | : | they 
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they this ſecond time make any proviſion for legalizing the 


crown ae {purious Revolution principles of the Old Jewry? IG 
No. tollowed the principles which prevailed in the parli 
Declaratiu n Right; indicating with more preciſion vour 
the perions who! were to inherit in the proteſtant line, near 

Som: 


This act allo incorporated, by the Tame policy, our liberties, 
and an hereditary ſucceſſion in the ſame act. Inſtead of a has c 


8 


right to chooſe our own governors, they declared, that the to ol 
ſuccęſſion in that line, (the proteſtant line drawn from James tinun 
the Firſt,) was abſolutely neceſſary “ for the peace, quiet, and thus 
„ ſecurity of the realm, and that it was equally urgent on ſucce 
them to maintain a certainty in the ſucceſſion thereof, to of, b 
„ which the ſubjects may ſafely have recourſe for their pro- Quit! 
te tection.” Both theſe acts, in which are heard the unerring, make 

_ unambiguous oracles of Revolution policy, inſtead of coun- lation 
tenancing the deluſive, gipſy predictions * a right to chooſe & yic 
* our governors,” prove to a demonſtration how totally adverſe MW. © Pre 
the wiſdom of the nation was from turning a caſe of neceſ- i rel 
ſity into a rule of law. : T 
U Unqueſtionably there was at the Revolution, in the perſon © tha 
of King William, a ſmall and a temporary deviation from the ad 
the ſtrict order of a regular hereditary ſucceſſion ; but it is 3d, ar 
againſt all genuine principles of juriſprudence to draw a I; dec 
principle. from a law made in a ſpecial caſę, and regarding in ma 
an individual perſon..; Privilegium non tranſit in eemplum. If words 
ever there was a time favourable for eſtabliſhing the priaciple, thele « 
that a king of popular choice was the only legal king, with- Thi 
out all doubt it was at the Revolution. Its not being done Godt 
at that time is a proof that the nation was of opinion it ought to cho 
not to be done at any time. There is no perſon ſo complete the on. 
ignorant of our hiſtory, as not to know that the majority in condit 
Parliament of both parties were ſo little diſpoſed to any thing lible, 1 
; reſembling that principle, that at firſt they were deterrained threw 
to place the ' vacant crown not on the head of the Prince of tendin 
Orange, but on that of his wife Mary, daughter or King James, of ſuc 
the eldeſt born of the ifſue of that king, which they de. nth a 
knowledged as undoubtedly his. It would be to repeat a verj then ſe 
trite ſtory, to recall to your memory all thoſe circumſtances lax the 
which demonſtrated that their accepting King William ws lerve a 
not properly a. choice; but to: all thoſe who did not with i it appe 
effect to recall King James, or to deluge their country in blo Queen 
and again to bring their religion, laws, and liberties into the in thei 
peril they had juſt eſcaped, it was an act of neceſſity, in the claring 
ſtricteſt moral ſenſe in which neceſſity can be taken. entirely. 
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In the very act, in which for a time, and in a ſingle caſe, 
parliament departed from the ſtrict order of inheritance, in fa- 1 
vour of a prince, who, though not next, was, however, very 
near in the line of ſucceſſion, it is curious to obſerve how Lord 
Somers, who drew the bill called the Declaration of Right, 
has comported himſelf on that delicate occaſion. It is curious 
to obſerve with what addreſs this temporary ſolution of con- 
tinuity is kept from the eye; whillt all that could be found in 
this act of neceſſity to countenance the idea of an hereditary 
ſucceſſion is brought forward, and foſtered, and made the moſt 
of, by this great man, and by the legiſlature who followed him. 
Quitting the dry, imperative ſtyle of an act of parliament, he 
makes the lords and commons fall to a pious, legiſlative ejacu- 
lation, and declare, that they conſider it“ as a marvellous pro- 
evidence, and merciful goodneſs of God to this nation, to 
« preſerve their ſaid majeſties royal perſons, moſt happily to 
© reign over us on the throne of their anceſtors, for which, from 
a the bottom. of their hearts, they return their humbleſt 

„thanks and praiſes.” —The legiſlature plainly had in view - 
the act of recognition of the firſt of Queen. Elizabeth, Chap. 
zd, and of that of James the Firit, Chap. 1ſt, both acts ſtrong- 
I; declaratory of the inheritable nature of the crown; and 
in many parts they follow, with a nearly literal preciſion, the 
words and evellſſſhe form of thankſgiving, which is found in 
theſe old declaratory ſtatutes. | 8 

The two houſes, in the act of king Wiſiam, did not thank 
God that they had found a fair opportunity to aſſert a riglit 
to chooſe their own governors, much leſs to make an election 
the only lacuful title to the crown. Their having been in a 
condition to avoid the very appearance of it, as much as poſ- 
lible, was by them conſidered as a providential eſcape. They 
threw a politic, well-wrought veil over every circumſtance 
tending to weaken the rights, which in the meliorated order 
ot ſueceſſion they meant to perpetuate; or which might fur- 


niſh a precedent for any future departure from what they had vi 


then ſettled for ever. Accordingly, that they might not re- 
lax the nerves of their monarchy, and that they might pre- 
lerve a cloſe conformity to the ꝓractice of their anceſtors, as 
it appeared in the declaratory ſtatutes of Queen Mary * and 
Queen Elizabeth, in the next clauſe they veſt, by recognition, 
in their majeſties, all the legal prerogatives of the crown, de- 
claring, „ that in them they are moſt fully, rightfully, and 
entirely inveſted, ne ecke united, and annexed.? In the 
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clauſe which follows, for preventing queſtions, by reaſon of any 
pretended titles to the crown, they declare (obſerving alfo in 
this the traditionary language, along with the traditionary 
policy of the nation, and repeating as from a rubric the lan- 
guage of the preceding acts of Elizabeth and James) that on 
the preſerving “ a certainty in the 8Uccgss10Nn thereof, the 
© unity, peace, and tranquility of this nation doth, under 
« God, wholly depend.“ ? 
They knew that a doubtful title of ſucceſſion would but 
too much reſemble an election; and that an election would he 
utterly deſtructive of the © unity, peace, and tranquillity of 
« this nation, which they thought to be conſiderations of 
tome moment. 'T'o provide for theſe objects, and therefore 
to exclude for ever the doctrine of “ a right to chooſe our 
% own governors,” they follow with a clauſe, containing a 
moſt ſolemn pledge, taken from the preceding act of Ques 
Elizabeth, as ſolemn a pledge as ever was or can be given in 


favour of an hereditary ſucceſſion, and as ſolemn a renuncia- 
tion as could be made of the principles by this ſociety imputed 


to them. The. lords ſpiritual and temporal, and commons 


do, in the name of all the people aforeſaid, moſt humbly and 


“ faithfully ſubmit Hemſelves, their heirs and piſberities for ever; 
& and do faithfully promiſe, that they will ttand to, maintain, 
«© and defend their ſaid majeſties, and alſo Me limitation of 
* the crown, herein ſpecified and contained, to the utmoſt of 
« their powers, & Ke. 

So far is it from being true, that we acquired a right by the 
Revolution to elect our kings, that if we had poſſeſſed it be- 
fore, the Engliſh nation did at that time moſt ſolemnly re- 
nounce and abdicate it, for themſelves and for all their poſte- 
Theſe gentlemen may value themſelves as much 
as they pleaſe on their whig principles; but I never deſire to 
be thought a better whig than Lord Somers ; or. to under- 
ſtand the principles of the Revolution better than thoſe by 


whom it brought about; or to read in the Declaration of 


Right an _ myſteries unknown to thoſe whoſe penetrating ſtyle 
has engraved in our ordinances, and in our hearts, the words 
and ſpirit of that immortal law. EC 
It is true that, aided with the powers derived from force 
and opportunity, the nation was at that time, in ſome ſenſe, 
free to take what courſe it pleaſed for filling the throne ; but 
only free to do ſo upon the ſame grounds on which they might 
have wholly aboliſhed their monarchy, and every other part of 
their conſtitution, However, they did not think ſuch bold 
| * | changes 
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changes within their commiſſion. It is indeed difficult, per- 
haps impoſſible, to give limits to the mere aH rat competence 
of the ſupreme power, ſuch as was exerciſed by parliament at 
that time; but the limits of a moral competence, ſubjecting, 
eren in powers more indiſputably ſovereign, occaſional will to 
permanent reaſon, and to the ſteady maxims of faith, juſtice, 
and fixed fundamental policy, are perfectly intelligible, and 
perfectly binding upon thoſe who exercife any authority, under 
any name, or under any title, in the State. The houſe of lords, for 
inſtance, is not morally competent to diffolve the houſe of com- 
mons; no, noreven todiſſolve itſelf, nor to abdicate, if ãt would, 
its portion in the legiſlature of the kingdom. Though a king may 
abdicate for his own perſon, he cannot abdicate for the mo- 
narchy. By as ſtrong, or by a ſtronger reaſon, the houſe of 
commons cannot renounce its ſhare of authority. The en- 
gagement and pact of ſociety, which generally goes by the. 
name of the conſtitution, forbids ſuch invaſion and ſuch ſur- 
render. The conſtituent parts of a State are obliged to hold 
their public faith with each other, and with all thoſe who. de- 
rive any ſerous intereſt under their engagements, as much as 
the whole ſtate is bound to keep its faith with ſeparate com- 
munities. Otherwiſe competence and power would ſoon be 
confounded, and no law be left but the will of a prevailing 
force, On this principle the ſucceſſion of the crown. has al- 
ways been what it now 1s, an hereditary ſucceſſion by law: 
In the old line it was a ſucceſſion by the common law; in the 
vew by the ſtatute law, operating on the principles of the com- 
mon law, not changing the ſubſtance, but regulating the mode 
and deſcribing the perſons. Both theſe deſcriptions of law 
are of the ſame force, and are derived from an equal authority, 
emanating from the common agreement and original compact 
of the ſtate, communi ſponſione reipublicæ, and as ſuch are equally 
binding on king, and people too, as long as the terms are ob- 
ſerved, and they continue the ſame body politic. 25 

It is far from impoſſible to reconcile, if we do not ſuffer our- 
{elves to be entangled in the mazes of metaphyſic ſophiſtry, the 
uſe both of a fixed rule and an occaſional deviation; the ſa- 
credneſs of an hereditary principle of ſucceſſion in our govern- 
ment, with a power of change in its application in caſes of ex- 
treme emergency. Even in that extremity (if we take the 
meaſure of our rights by our exerciſe of them at the Revolu- 
tion) the change is to be confined to the peccant part only; 
to the part which produced the neceſſary deviation; and even 
then it is to be effected n a decompolition of the whole 

| | 2 | civil 
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civil and political maſs, for the purpoſe of originating a new 

_ civil order out of the firſt elements of ſociety, 
A State without the means of ſome change i 
means of its confervation. * Wittiout ſuch means it might even 
riſque the loſs of that part of the conſtitution which it wiſhed 
the molt religtoully to preſerve. 
ſervation and correction operated ſtrongly at the two critical 
periods of the Reſtoration and Revolution, when England 

| At both thofe periods the na- 
tion had loſt the bond of union in their ancient edifice ; they 
did not, however, diſſobbe the whole fabric. On the contrary, 
in both cafes they regenerated the deficient part of the old 
conſtitution through the parts which were not unpaired, They 
kept theſe old parts exactly as they were, that the part reco- 
vered might be ſuited to them. They acted by the ancient 
organized States in the ſhape of their old organization, and 
not by the organic moleculs of a diſbanded people. 
time, perhaps, did the ſevereign legiflature manifeſt a- more 
tendet᷑ regard to that fundamental principle of Britiſh conſti- 
tutional policy, that at the time of the Revolution, when it 
deviates from the direct line of hereditary ſucceſſion. The 
erovin was carried ſomewhat out of the line in which it had be- 
fore moved; but the new line was derived from the ſame ſtock, 
It was {il a line of hereditary deſcent 
cent in the fame blood, thongh an hereditary 
with proteſtaatifm. When the legiſlature altered the direction, 
but kent the priverple, they ſſnewed that they held it mvwlable, 
On this prineiple, the law of inheritance had admitted ſome 
amendment in the old time, and long before the æra of the 
Revolution. Some time after the Conqueſt great qucitions 
aroſe upon the legal principles of hefeditary deſcent. It be- 
came a matter of doubt, whether the heir per capita or the 
heir her fires was to ſuecerd; but whether the heir per capita 
gave way when the heirdom per firpes took place, or the Ca- 
tholic heir when the Proteſtant was preferred, the inheritable 
principle ſurvived with a ſort of immortality through all tranimt- 
gratious - torque per annos ſtat fortuna domus et avi "numerantut 
This is the ſpirit of our conſtitution, not only in its 
ſetrtled courſe, but in all its revolutions. 
or however he came in, whether he obtained the crown by law, 
or by force, the hereditary fucceſſion was. either continued or 
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they take the deviation from the principle for the principle. 
They have little regard to the obvious confequences of their 
doctrine, though they mult ſee, that it leaves poſitive autho- 
rity in very few of the poſitive inſtitutions of this country. 

When ſuch an unwarrantable maxim is once 'eftabliſhed, that 
no throne is lawful but the elective, no one act of the princes 
who-preceded their æra of fictitious election can be valid. Do 
theſe theoriſts mean to imitate ſome of their predeceſſors, who 
dragged the bodies of our autient ſovereigns out of the quiet 
of their tombs? Do they meaa to attaint and difable back- 
wards all the kings that have reigned before the Revolution, 
and conſequently to ſtain the throne of England with the blot 
of a continual uſurpation ? Do they mean to 1avalidate, annul 
or to call into queſtion, together with the titles of the whole 
line of our kings, that great body of our ſtatute law which 
paſſed under thoſe whom they treat as uſurpers? To annul, 
laws of ineſtimable value to our liberties of as great value at 
leaſt as any which have paſſed at or ſince the period of the Re- 
volution ? If kings, who did not owe their crown to the 
choice of their people, had no title to make laws, what will 
become of the ſtatute de tallagio non concedendo ?2—of the peti- 


tion of right 2—of the act of habeas corpus? Do theſe new 


. doctors of the rights of men preſume- to aſſert, that king 


James the Second, who came to the crown as next of blood, 


according to the rules of a then unqualified ſucceſſion, was not 


to all intents and purpoſes a lawful king of England, before he 
had done any of thoſe acts which were juſtly conftrued into an 


abdication of his crown? If he was not, much trouble in 
parliament might have been ſaved at the period theſe gentle- 


men commemorate. But king James was a bad king with a 


good title, and not an uſurper. The princes who. ſucceeded 
according to the act of parliament which ſettled the crown cn 
the electreſs Sophia and on her deſcendants; being Proteitants, 


came in as much by a title of inheritance as, king James did. 


He came in according to the law, as it ſtood at his acceſſion to 


1 


the crown; and the privecs of the Houſe of Brunſwick' came 


to the inheritance of the crown, not by election, but by the 
law, as it ſtood at their ſeveral acceſſions of Proteſtant deſcent 
and inheritance, as I hope I have ſhewn ſufficiently. F 


- The law by which this royal family is ſpecifically deſtined 


to the ſucceſſion, is the act of the 12th and 13th of King 
William. The terms of this act bind “ us and our heirs, and 


* fpoſierity, to them, their heirs, and their poſterity,” bein g 
Proteſtauts, to the end of time, in the ſame words as the De- 


111 : | 4 t C 3 x cla- 


— 


2 
| 


18 | © Burke's R efle ions on the | 
elaration of Right had hound us to the heirs of King Wil. 


ham and Queen Mary. Tt therefore ſecures both an heredi- 
tary crown and an hereditary allegiance. On what ground, 
except the conſtitutional policy of forming an eftabhſhment 
to ſecure that kind of ſucceffion which is to preclude a choice 


of the people for ever, could the legiſſature have faſtidiouſly 


rejected the fair and abundant choice which our country pre- 


ſented to them, and ſearched in ſtrange lands for a foreign 
princeſs, from whoſe womb the line of our future rulers were 


to derive their title to govern millions of men through a ſeries 
of ages ? =; | 

The Princeſs Sophia was named in the act of ſettlement of 
the 12th and 13th of King William, for a fork and root of 
inheritance to our kings, and not for her merits as a temporary 
adminiſtratrix of a power, which ſhe might not, and in fact 
did not, herſelf ever exercife. She was adopted for one rea- 
fon, and for one only, becauſe, ſays the act, “ the moſt ex- 
4 cellent Princeſs Sophia, Electreſs and Dutcheſs Dowager 
of Hanover, is daughter of the moſt excellent Princeſs Eliza- 


©  &. beth, late Queen of Bohemia, daughter of our late /overtign 


« lord King James the Firſt, of happy memory, and is hereby 
declared to be the next in ſuccgſſion in the Proteſtant line,” 
&c. &.; „and the crown ſhall continue to the herrs of her 
% body, being Proteſtants.” This limitation was made by 
parhament, that through the Princeſs Sophia an inheritable 
line, not only was to be continued in future but (what they 
thought very material) that through her it was to be con- 
nected with the old ftock of inheritance in King James the 
Firſt ; in order'that the monarchy might preſerve an unbroken 


unity through all ages, and might be preſerved (with ſafety to 


our religion) in the old approved mode by deſcent, in which, 
if our — had been once endangered, they kad often, 
through all ſtorms and: ſtruggles of prerogative and privilege, 
been preſerved. They did well. Ne experienee has taught 
us, that in any other courſe or method than that of an here- 
ditary crown, our liberties can be regularly perpetuated and 
preſerved ſacred as our hereditary right. An irregular, convul- 
{ive movement may be neceſſary to throw off an irregular, con- 
vulſive diſeaſe. But the courſe of ſueceſſion is the healthy 
habit of the Britith. conſtitution. Was it that the legiſlature 
wanted, at the act for the limitation of the crown in the 
Hanoverian line, drawn through the female deſcendants of 
James the Firſt, a due ſenfe of the ineonveniencies of having 
two or three, or poſſibly more, foreigners in —— = 
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Britiſh throne? No !—they had a due ſenſe of the evils which 
might happen from ſuch foreign rule, and more than a due 
ſenſe of them; But a more deciſive proof cannot be given of 
the full conviction of the Britiſh nation, that the principles of 
the Revolution did not authorize them to ele& kings at their 
pleaſure, and without any attention to the antient fundamental 
principles of our government, and their continuing to adopt a 
lan of hereditary Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the old line, with all 
the dangers and all the inconveniencies of its being a foreign 
line full before their eyes, and operating with the utmoſt force 
upon their minds, | | 
The people of England look upon the legal hereditary ſuc- 
ceſſion of their crown as among their rights, not as among their 
wrongs; as a benefit, not as a grievance ;, as a ſecurity for 
their liberty, not as a badge of ſervitude. They look on the 
frame of their commonwealth, /uch as it ſtande, to be of in- 
eſtimable value; and they conceive the undiſturbed ſueceſſion 
of the crown to be a pledge of the ſtability and perpetuity of 
all the other members of our conſtitution. | 
I ſhall beg leave, before I go any further, to take notice of 
ſome paltry artifices, which the abettors of election as the only 
lawful title to the crown, are ready to employ, in order to 
render the ſupport of the juſt prineiples of onr conſtitution a 
talk ſomewhat invidious. Theſe fophiſters ſubſtitute a ſicti- 
tions cauſe, and feigned perfonages, in whoſe. favour they 
ſuppoſe you engaged, whenever you. defend the inheritable 
nature of the crown. It is common with them to diſpute as. 
if they were in a conflict with ſome of thoſe exploded tanatics 
of ſlavery, who formerly maintained, what I believe no crea- 
ture now maintains, © that the crown is held divine, here- 
„ ditary, and indefeaſible right.” — Theſe old fanatics of ſingle 
arbitrary power dogmatized as if hereditary royalty was the 
only lawful government in the world, juſt as our new fanatics. 
of popular arbitrary power, maintain that a popular election is 
the ſole lawful ſouree of authority. The old prerogative en- 
thafiaſts, it is true, did ſpeculate fooliſhly, and perhaps im- 
piouſſy too, as if monarehy had more of a divine ſanction than 
any mode of government; and as if a right to govern by in- 
heritance were in ſtrictueſs indefeaſible in every fans who 
| I under every 


ſhould be found in the ſucceſſion to a throne, an 


circumſtance, which no civil or political right can be. , But 
an abſurd opinion concerning the king's hereditary. right to 
the crown does not prejudice one that 1s rational, and bottomed 
upon ſolid principles of lau and policy. If all the abſurd. 


theories 
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theories of lawyers and divines. were to vitiate the objects in 
which they are converſant, we ſhould have no law, and no 


religion, left in the world. But an abſurd theory on one ſide 


cf a queſtion forms no juſtification for alledging a falſe fa, | 


or promulgating miſchievous maxims on the other. 

The ſecond claim of the Revolution Society is “ a right of 
„ caſhiering their governors for miſconduct.“ Perhaps the 
apprehenſions our anceſtors entertained of forming ſuch a 
precedent as that of caſhiering for miſconduct,” was the 
cauſe that the declaration of the act which implied the abdica- 
tion of King James, was, if it had any fault, rather too guarded, 
and too circumſtantial “. But all this guard, and all this 
accumulation of circumſtances, ſerves to ſhew the ſpirit of 
caution which predominated in the national councils, in a 
ſituation in which men, irritated by oppreſſion, and elevated by 
a-triumph over it, are apt to abandon themſelves to violent 
and extreme courſes ;: It ſhews the anxiety of the great men 
who influenced the conduct of affairs at-that great event, to 
make the Revolution a parent of ſettlement, and not a nurſery 
of future revolutions. 3 i} | 

No government could ſtand a moment, if it could be blown 
down with any thing fo looſe and indefinite as an opinion of 
& miſconduct. They who led at the Revolution, grounded the 
virtual abdication of King James upon no ſuch light and un- 
certain principle. They charged him with nothing leſs than 


a deſign, confirmed by a multitude of illegal overt acts, to 


ſubvert the Prot ſtunt Church and State, and their fundamental, 
unqueſtionable laws and liberties: They charged him with 
having broken the original contra between king and people. 
This was more than miſconduct. A grave and over-ruling 


- necellity 'obliged them to take the ſtep: they took, and took 
With infinite ręluctance, as under the moſt rigorous of all laws. 


Their truſt for the future preſervation of the conſtitution was 
not in future revolutions. The grand policy. of all the regula- 
tions was to render it almoſt impracticable for any future 
ſovereign to compel the States of the kingdom to have again 
recourſe to thoſe violent remedies. They left the crown what, 
in the eye and eſtimation of law, it had ever been, perfectly 


* „ That King James the Second, having endeavoured to ſubvert the 
* conſtitution of the kingdom, by breaking the original contract between 
«© king and people, and by the advice of Jeſuits, and other wicked per- 
* fons, having violated the fundamental laws, and having wvithdrawn himfelf 
* ont of the kingdom, hath atdicated the government, and the throne is 
« thereby vacant,” | == | 


| e irreſponſible. 
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irreſponſible. In order to lighten the crown {till further, they 
aggravated reſponſibility on miniſters of ſtate, By the ſtatute 
of the 2 of king William, ſeſſ. 2d, called © the act for declar- 
„ing the rights and liberties of the ſubjeft, and for ſettling the ſuc- 
% eien of the crown,” they enacted, that the miniſters ſhould 
ſerve the crown on the terms of that declagation. Fhey ſecured 
ſoon after the frequent meetings of parliament, by which the 
whole government would be under the conſtant inſpection and 
actual contronl of the popular repreſentative and of the mag- 
nates of the kingdom. In the next great conſtitutional act, 
that of the 13th and 13th of King William, for the further 
kmitation of the crown, and better ſecuring the rights and 
liberties of the ſubject, they provided, „ that no pardon under 
« the great ſeal of England ſhould be pleadaBle to an impeach- 
« ment by the commons in parliament.” The rule laid down 
for government in the Declaration of Right, the eonſtant in- 
ſpection of parhament, the practical claim of impeachment, 
they thought infinitely a better ſecurity not only for their 
conſtitutional liberty, but againſt the vices of adminiſtration, 
than the reſervation of a right fo difficult in the practice, ſo 
uncertain in the iſſue, and often ſo miſchievous in the conſe- 
quences, as that of © caſhiering their governors. 
Dr. Price in this ſermon *, condemns very properly the prac- 
tice of groſs, adulatory addreſſes to kings. Inſtead of this 
fulſome ityle, he propoſes that his majeſty ſhould be told, on 
occafions of congratulation, that he is to confider himſelf as 
“more properly the ſervant than the ſovereign of his pteple. ? 
For a compliment, this new form of addreſs does not {gem to 
e very ſoothing. Thoſe who are ſervants, in name, as well 
as in effect, do not like to be told of their ſituation, their 
duty, and their obligations. The ſlave, in the old play, tells 
his maſter, © Hor conimemoratio eff quaſi exprebratio,” It is 
not pleaſant as compliment; it is not wholeſome ss inſtruction. 
After all, if the king were to bring himſelf to echo this new 
kind of addreſs, to adopt it in terms, and even to take the 
appellation of Servant of the People as his royal flyle, how 
either he'or we ſhould be much mended by it, I cannot ima- 
gine. I have ſeen very aſſuming letters, figned, Your. moi. 
obedient, humble ſervant. The proudeſt domination that ever 
was endured on earth took a title of ſtill greater humihty than 
that which is now propoſed for ſovereigns by the Apoſtle of 
Liberty. Kings and. nations were trampled upon by the foot 
of one calling himſclf “the Servant of Servants; and man- 
Pp. 22, 23, 24. . 


dates 


be reſponſible. 
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dates for depoſing ſovereigns were ſealed with the ſignet of 
ee the Fiſherman.” 25 | 6 
Kings, in one fenſe, are undoubtediy the ſervants of the 
people, becauſe their power has no other rational end than 
that of the general advantage; but it is not true that they 
are, in the ordinary fenſe (by our conſtitution, at leaſt) any 
thing like ſervants; the eſſence of- whoſe ſituation is to obey 
the commands of ſome. other, and to be removeable at pleaſure, 
But the king of Great Britain obeys no other perſon; all 
other perſons are individually, and collectively too, under him, 
and owe to him a legal obedience. The law, which, knows 
neither to flatter nor to inſult, calls this high magiſtrate, not 
our ſervant,” as this humble Divine calls him, but © our ſovereion 


Lord the King; and we, on our parts, have learned to ſpeak 
only the primitive language of the law, and not the confuſed 


jargon of their Babylonian pulpits. | | 

As he is not to obey us, but as we are to obey the law in him, 
our conſtitution has made no ſort of proviſion towards render. 
ing him, as a ſervant, in any degree reſponfible. Our con- 
ſtitution knows nothing*of a magiſtrate like the ae of 
Arragon; nor of any court legally appointed, nor of any pro- 
ceſs legally ſettled for ſubmitting the king to the reſponſibiliiy 
belonging to all ſervants. In this he is not diftinguiſhed from 
the Commons and the Lords; who, in their ſeveral public ca- 
pacities, can never be called to an account for their conduct; 


although the Revolution Society chooſes to aſſert, in direct 


oppoſition to one of the wiſeſt and moſt beautiful parts of our 
conſtitution, that a king is no more than the firſt ſervant 
ce of the public, created by it, and reſponſible to it. ; 
III would our anceſtors. at the Revolution have deſerved 
their fame for wiſdom, if they had found no ſecurity for their 


freedom, but in rendering their government feeble in its opera- 
tione, and precarious in its tenure; if they had been able to 


contrive no better remedy againſt arbitrary power than civil 


confuſion. Let theſe gentlemen ſtate who that repreſentative 


public is to whom they will affirm the king, as a ſervant, to 

It will be then time enough for me to produce 

to them the poſitive ſtatute law which affirms that he is not. 
The ceremony of caſhiering kings, of which theſe gentle- 


men talk ſo much at their caſe, can rarely, if ever, be per- 
formed without force. - It then becomes a.caſe of war, and 


not of conſtitution. Laws are commanded to hold their 


tongues amongſt arms; and tribunals fall to the, ground with 
the peace they are no longer able to uphold. - The Revolution 


of 


— 


— 


of 168 
any Wwe 
« hella 
theſe | 
will al 
tion of 
other 
of pro 
it was 
tated | 
where 
faint, 
or a f11 
abuſed 
and th 
of the 
the na 
whom 
eritica 
Times 
lellons. 
the ir. 
from 
hands 
ger in 
volutic 
good, 
The 


Jewry, 
« ſelve 
done 3 
the ty 
preſer 
antient 
for lay 
of ou! 
great 
both i 
and jo 
Jewry 
-In! 
Such 
unſup 
of the 


< 


f 


puns . “ = wes CD 


” 


French Rewolution. 23 


of 1688 was obtained by a juſt war, in the only caſe in which 
any war, and much more a civil war, can be juit, © Juſta 
bella quibus necgſſaria. Ihe queſtion of dethroning, or, if 
theſe gentlemen like the phraſe better, “ caſhiering kings, 
will always be, as it has always been, an extraordinary queſ- 
tion of State, and wholly out of the law; a queſtion (like all 
other queſtions of State) of diſpoſitions, and of means, and 
ol probable conſequences, rather than of poſitive rights. As 
it was not made for common abuſes, ſo it is not to be agi- 
tated by common minds. The ſpeculative line of demarcation, 
where obedience ought to end, and reſiſtance muſt begin, is 
faint, obſcure, and not eaſily deſinable. It is not a ſingle act, 
or a ſingle event, which determines it. Governments muſt be 
abuſed and deranged indeed, before it can be thought of; and 
and the proſpect of the future muſt be as had as the experience 
of the paſt. When things are in that lamentable condition, 


the nature of the diſeaſe is to indicate the remedy to thoſe 


whom nature has qualified to adminiſter in extremities this 
critical, ambiguous, bitter portion to a diſtempered State. 
Times and occaſions, aud provocations, will teach their own 
lellons. The wiſe will determine from the gravity of the caſe; 
the irritable from ſenſibility to oppreſſion; the high- minded 


from diſdain and indignation at abuſive power in unworthy 


hands; tlie brave and bold from the love of honourable dan- 
ger in a generous cauſe: But, with or without right, a re- 
rolution will be the very laſt reſource of the thinking and the 
good. | ; x : 


| Fe ie 
The third head of. right, aſſerted by the pulpit of the Old 


Jewry, namely, „the right to form a government for -our- 
« ſelves,” has, at leaſt, as little countenance from any thing: 


done at the Revolution, either in precedent or principle, as 


the two firſt of their claims. The Revolution was made to 


preſerve our antient indiſputable laws and liberties, and that 


antient conſtitution of government which is our only ſecurity 


for law and liberty. If you are deſirous of knowing the ſpirit 


of our conſtitution, and the policy which predominated in that 
great period which has ſecured it to this hour, pray look for 


both in our hiſtories, in our records, in our acts of parkament, 


and journals of parliament, and not in the ſermons. of the Old 
Jewry, and the after-dinner toaſts of the Revolution Society. 
In the former you will find other ideas and another language. 
Such a claim is as ill-ſuited to our temper and wiſhes as it is 
unſupported by any appearance of authority. The very idea 
of the fabrication of a new government, is enough to 3 
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2+ | Bures Refleftions on the 
with diſguſt and horror. We wiſhed at the period of the Re 


volution, and do now with, to derive all we poſſeſs as an inhe 
ritance from cur forefathers. Upon that body and ſtock of in. 
beritance we have taken care not to inoculate any cyon alien to 
the vature of the original plant. All the reformations we 
have hitherto made, have proceeded upon the principle of te. 
ference to antiquity; and T hope, nay I am perſuaded, that 
all thoſe which poſſibly may be made hereafter, will be care. 
fully formed upon analogical precedent, authority, and ex. 
ample. 3 | e 

Our oldeſt reformation is that of Magna Charta. You wil 
ſee that Sir Edward Coke, that great oracle of our law, and 
indeed all the great men who follow him, to Blackitone *, ate 
induſtrious to prove the pedigree of our liberties. - They en 
deavour to prove, that the antient charter, the Magna Charta 
of King John, wes connected with another poſitive charter 
from Henry I. and that both the one and the other were no. 
tinag more than a re- aſſirmance of the ſtill more antient ſtand- 
ing law of the kingdom. In the matter of fact, for the 
greater part, theſe authors appear to be in the right; perhaps 


not always: But if the lawyers miſtake in ſore particulars, it 


proves my poſition ſtill the more ſtrongly; becauſe it de- 
monſtrates the powerful prepoſſeſſion towards antiquity, with 
which the minds of ali our lawyers and legiſlators, and of al 
the people whom they wiſh to influence, have been always 
filled; and the ſtationary policy of this kingdom in con- 
ſidering their moſt ſacred rights and franchiſes as an ink- 
| 9 5 

In the famous law of the 3d of Charles T. called the Fel. 
ton of Right, the parliament ſays to the king, „Tour ſub- 
& jetts have inberited this freedom, claiming their franchiſes 
not on abſtract principles “ as the rights of men,“ but as the 
rights of Engliſhmen, and as a patrimony derived from their 
forefathers. Selden, and the other profoundly learned men, 
who drew this petition of right, were as well acquainted, at 
leaſt, with all the general theories concerning the © rights ot 
% men,” as any of the diſcourſers in our pulpits, or on your 
tribune; full as well as Dr. Price, or as the Abbe Sieyes. 
But, for reaſons worthy of that practical wiſdom which fu 


perſeded their theoretic ſcience, they preferred | this poſitive, 


recorded, heredyary title to all which can be;dear to the mai 
and the citizen, to that vague ſpeculative right, which cx 


See Black ſtonc's Magna Charta, printed at Oxſord, 1759 
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poſed their ſure inheritance to be ſcrambled for and torn to 
pieces by every wild litigious fpirit. „„ 

The ſame. policy pervades all the laws which have ſince 
been made for the, preſervation of our liberties. In the iſt of 
William and Mary, in the famous ſtatute, called the Declara- 
tion of Right, the two houſes utter not a fyllable of „ a 
„right to frame a government for themſelves.” You will 
ſee, that their whole care was to ſecure the religion, laws, 
and liberties, that had been long poſſeſſed, and had een Lees 
endangered. “ Taking * into their moſt ſerious confidera- 
« tion the be means for making ſuch an eſtabliſhment, that 
their religion, laws, and liberties, might not be in danger 
« of being again ſubverted, they aofptcacs all their pro- 
ceedings, by ſtating as ſome of thoſe be? means, © in the 
« firſt place” to do “ as their ** anceſtors in like caſes have 
« uſually done for vindicating their antient rights and liber- 
« ties, to declare; and then they pray the king and queen, 


« rights and liberties. afſerted and declared are the true an- 
« /ienf and indubitable rights and liberties of the people of 
« this kingdom.“ | SEN EE ny on ny 

You will obſerve, that from Magna Charta, to the Decla- 
ration of Right, it has been the uniform policy of our con- 
ſtitution to Mike and aſſert our liberties, as an entailed inbe- 
ritance derived to us from our forefathers, and to. be tranſ- 
mitted to our poſterity ; as an eftate eſpecially belonging to the. 
people of this kingdom without any 5 whatever to any 
other more general or prior right. By this means our conſti- 
tution preſerves an unity in ſo great a diverſity ef its parts. 
We have an inberitable crown; an inheritable peerage ; and 
an houſe of commons and a people inheriting privileges, 
franchiſes, and liberties, from a long line, of anceſtors, RE 

This policy appears to me to be the reſult of profound 
reflection; or rather the happy effect of following nature, | 
which is wiſdom without reflection, and above it. A ſpirit. _ .* | 
of innovation is generally the reſult of a ſelfiſh temper and 
confined views. People will not look forward to poſterity, 
who never look backward to their anceftors. Beſides, the 
people of England well know, that the idea of inheritance 


_=- of tranſmiſſion ; without at all excluding a principle 
of improvement. It leaves acquiſition free; but it ſecures 
what it acquires. Whatever advantages are obtained by 
a ſtate proceeding on theſe maxims, are locked faſt as in a fort 
FO „ W, and Me 
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of family ſettlement ; graſped. as in a kind of mortmain fox 
ever. By a conſtitutional policy, working after the pattern 


of nature, we. receive, we hold, we tranſmit our government 


and our privileges, in the ſame manner in which we enjoy and 
tranſmit our property and. our lives. 'The inſtitutions of po. 
licy, the goods of fortune, the gifts of Providence, are handed 
down, to us and from us, in the ſame courſe and order. Our 


political ſyſtem is placed in a juſt correſpondence and ſym- 


metry with the order of the world, and with the mode of 
exiſtence decreed to a permanent body compoſed of tranſitory 
parts ; wherein, by -the diſpoſition of a ſtupendous wiſdom, 
moulding together the great myſterious incorporation of the 
human race, the whole, at one time, is never old, or middle- 
aged, or young, but in a condition of unchangeable conſtancy, 
moves on through the varied tenour of ee decay, fall, 
renovation, and progreſſion. Thus, by preſerving the method 
of nature in the conduct of the ſtate, in what we improve 
we are never wholly new; in what we retain we are never 


* 


wholly obſolete. 7 
Through the ſame plan of conformity. to nature in our arti- 
fieial inſtitutions, and by calling in the aid of her unerring and 
powerful inſtincts, to fortify the fallible and feeble contrivances 
of our reaſon, we have derived ſeveral other, and thoſe no 
ſmall benefits, from conſidering our liberties in the light of 
an inheritance. Always acting as if in the preſence of cano- 
nized forefathers, the ſpirit of freedom, leading in itſelf to 
miſrule and exceſs, 1s tempered with an aweful gravity. This 
idea of a liberal deſcent inſpires us with a ſenſe of habitual 
native dignity, which prevents that upſtart inſolence almoſt 
inevitably adhering to and diſgracing thoſe who are the firſt 
acquirers of any diſtinction. By this means our liberty be- 
comes a noble e It carries an impoſing and majeſtic 
aſpect. It has a pedigree and illuſtrating anceſtors. It has 
its bearings and its enſigns armorial. It has its gallery of por- 
traits; its monumental inſeriptions; its records, evidences, 
and titles. We procure reverence to our civil inſtitutions on 
the principle upon which nature teaches us to revere indivi- 
dual men, on account of their age, and on account of thoſe 
from whom they are deſcended. All your ſophiſters cannot 
produce any thing better adapted to preſerve a rational and 
manly freedom than the courſe that we have purſued, who. 
have choſen our nature rather than our ſpeculations, our breaſts 
rather than our inventions, for the great conſervatories and 
magazine of our rights and privileges. | 
You might, if you pleaſed, have profited of our example, 
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rn - FEE | | | CPN. 
nt and . to your recovered freedom a correſpondent dig- 
d nity} Your privileges, though diſcontinued, were not loſt to 


memory. Your conſtitution, it is true, whilſt you were out 
of poſſeſſion, ſuffered waſte and dilapidation ; but you poſ- 
ſeſſed in ſome parts the walls, and in all the foundations of a 
noble and venerable caſtle. You might have repaired thoſe 
walls; you might have built on thoſe old foundations. Your 
conſtitution was ſuſpended before it was perfected ; but you 
had the elements of a conſtitution very nearly as good as could 
be wiſhed. In your old ſtates you poſſeſſed that variety of 
parts correſponding with the various an 9's of which 
5 our community was happily compoſed; you had all that com- 

1 and all that oppoſition of intereſts, you had that 
d action and counteraction which, in the natural and in the po- 
e litical world, from the reciprocal ſtruggle of diſcordant pow- 
r ers, draws out the harmony of the univerſe. Theſe oppoſed 
and conflicting intereſts, which you conſidered as ſo great a 
blemiſh in your old and in our preſent conſtitution, interpoſe 
a ſalutary check to all precipitate refolutions ; they render 
deliberation a matter not of choice, but of neceſſity; they 
make all change a ſubject of compromiſe, which naturally Hegets 
moderation; they produce temperaments, preventing the ſore 
evil of harſh, crude, unqualified reformations; and rendering 
all the headlong exertions of arbitrary power, in the few or 
in the wany, for ever impracticable. rough that diverſity 
of members and intereſts, general 8 had as many ſecuri- 
ties as there were ſeparate views in the feveral orders; whilft 
by preſſing down the whole by the weight of a real monarchy, 
the ſeparate parts would have been prevented from warping 
aud ſtartin Hoes their allotted places. : „ | 
| You had all theſe advantages in your antient ſtates; but 
you choſe to act as if you had never been moulded into civil 
ſociety, and had every thing to begin anew. You began ill, 
becauſe you began by Xclpiltce every thing that belonged to 
jou. You ſet up your trade without a capital. If the laſt 
generations of your country appeared without much luſtre in 
your eyes, you might have paſſed them by, and derived your 
claims from a more early race of anceſtors. Under a pious ' 
predilection for thoſe anceſtors, your imaginations would have 
realized in them a ſtandard of virtue and wiſdom, beyond the 
vulgar practice of the hour: And you would have rifen with 
the example to whoſe imitation you aſpired. Reſpecting your 
borefathers, you would have been taught to reſpe& yourſelves. 
Lou would not have choſen 3 the French as a * 
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of yeſterday, as a nation of low-born ſervile wretches until 
the emancipating year of 1789. In order. to furniſp, at the 
expence of your honour, an ezeuſe to your àpologiſts here for 
feveral ehormities of yours, you would not have been content to 
be repreſented as a gang of Maroon flaves, ſuddenly broke 
looſe from the houſe of bondage, and therefore to be pardoned 
for your abuſe of the, liberty to which you were not accuſtomed 
and ill fitted. Would it not, my worthy friend, have been 
wifer to have you thought, what I, for one, always thought 
you, a generous and gallant nation, long miſled to your dil. 
advantage by your high and romantic ſentiments. of fidelity, 
Honour, and Joyalty; that events had been unfavourable to 
vou, But that you were not enſlaved through: any illiberal or 
fervile diſpoſition; that in your, moſt devoted ſubmiſſion, you 
were actüated by a principle of public ſpirit, and that it was 
your country you worſhipped, in the perſon of your king? 
Tad you made it to be underſtood, that in the deluſion of this 
amiable error you had gone furtlier than your wiſe anceſtors; 
that you were reſolved to reſume your ancient privileges, 
whilſt you preſerved the ſpirit of your ancient and your re- 
cent loyalty and honour; or, if diffident of yourſelves, and 
not clearly diſcerning the almoſt obliterated conſtitution of 
your. anceſtors, you had looked to your neighbours in this 
land, who had kept alive the ancient-principles and models of 
the old common law of Europe meliorated and adapted to its 
preſent, ſtate by following wiſe examples you would have 
given new examples of wiſdom to the world. You would 
have rendered the cauſe of liberty venerable in the eyes of 
every. worthy. mind in every nation. You would hare, 
ſhamed deſpotiſm from the earth, by ſhewing that free- 


dom was not only reconcileable, but as, when well-diſciplined 


it is, auxiliary to law. You would have had an unoppreflive, 
but a productive revenue. You would have had a flouriſhing 
commerce to feed. it. You' would have had a free conllitu- 
tion; a potent monarch; a'difciplined army; a reformed and 
venerated clergy ; a mitigated but ſpirited nobility, to lead 
your virtue, not to” overlay it; you would have had a liberal, 
order of commons, to, emulate and to recruit that nobility ;| 
you would have had a protected, fatisfied, laborious, and 
obedient. people, taught to ſeek and to recognize the happi · 
neſs that is to be found by virtue in all conditions; in which, 
conſiſts the true moral equality of mankind, and not in that 
monſtrous fiction, which, by infpiring falſe ideas and vain 
expectations. into men deſtined to travel in the obſcure mh 
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of Eborious life, ſerves only. to aggravate and imhitter. that 
real inequality; which it never can remove; and which the 
order Of civil life eſtabliſhes as much for the benefit. of thoſe 
| whom it muſt leave in an humble ſtate, as thoſe whom it is 
able to exalt to a condition more ſplendid, but not more 
kappy. You had a ſmooth, an eaſy career of felicity and glery 
kid open to you, beyond any thing recorded in the hiſtary 
of the world; but you have ſhewn that difficulty is good for 
man. | 

Compute your gains: See what is got by thoſe extravagant 
and preſumptuens ſpceulations which have taught your leaders 
to deſpiſe all their predeceſſors, and all their contemporaries, , 
and even to deſpiſe themſelves, until the moment in which 
they became truly deſpicable. By following thoſe faiſe lights, 
France has bought undiſguiſed calamities at a higher price 
than any nat ion has purchaſed the moſt unequivocal bleſſings i 
France has bought poverty by crime! France has not ſacri- 
ficed her virtue to her intereſt, but ſhe bas abandoned her in- 
tereſt that ſhe might proſtitute her virtue, All other nations 
have begun the fabric of a new government, or: the reformation; 
of an old, by eſtabliſhing originally, or by enforcing with 
greater enactneſa ſome rites or other of religion. All other 
people have laid the foundations of civil freedom in ſeverer 
manners, and a ſyſtem of a more auſtere and maſculine mo- 
rality. France, when ſtie let looſe the reins of regal authority, 
doubled the licence of a ferocious diſſoluteneſs in manners, and 
of an inſolent irreligion- in opinions and practices; and has 
extended through all ranks of life, as if the were communi-. 
cating ſome privilege, or laying open fome ſecluded benefit, all 
the unhappy corruptions that uſuaily were the diſeaſe of wealth 
_ power. This is one of the new principles of equality 1 in 

rance. 

France, by the Wei of her leaders, has utterly diſgraced 
the tone of lenient. council in the cabinet of princes, and dif. 
armed it of its moſt potent topics. She has ſanctified the dark 
ſuſpicions maxims of tyrannous diſtruſt; and taught kings to 
tremble at (what will hereafter be called) the age plauſi- 
bilities of moral politicians. Sovereigns will, conſider thoſe 
who adviſe them to place an unlimited confidence in their 
people, as of ſubverters of their thrones; as traitors who aim 
at their deſtruction, by leading their eaſy good-nature, under 
ſpecious pretences, to admit combinations of bold and Githleſs. 
men into a participation of their power. This alone, if there 
were nothing elle, is au iFreparable calamity to you and to 
2 mankind. 
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mankind. Remember that your parliament of Paris told your 
king, that in calling the ſtates together he had nothing to fear 
but the prodigal exceſs of their zeal in providing for the ſup- 
port of the throne. It is right that theſe men ſhould hide 
their heads. It is right that they ſhould bear their part in 
the ruin which their counſel has brought on their fovereign and 
their country. Such fanguine declarations tend to lull autho- 
rity aſleep 3 to encourage it raſhly to engage in perilous ad. 
ver<ures of untried policy; to negle& thoſe proviſions, pre. 
parations, and precautions, which diſtinguiſh benevoleace from 
imbecility; and without which no man can anſwer for the ſalutary 
effect of an abſtract plan of government or of freedom. For 
want of theſe, they have ſeen the medicine of the State cor- 
rupted into poifon. They have ſeen the French rebel againſt a 
mild and lawful monarch, with more fury, outrage, and inſult, 
than ever wy people has been known to riſe againſt the moſt 
illegal uſurper or the moſt ſanguinary tyrant. | Their reſiſtance 
was made to conceſſion; their revolt was from protection; 
weir blow was aimed at an hand holding out graces, favours, 
and immunities. | : : 1 
This was unnatural. The reſt is in order. They have 
found their puniſhment in their ſuceeſs. Laws overturned ; 
tribuzals ſubverted; induſtry without vigour; commerce ex- 
pPiring; the revenue unpaid, yet the people impoveriſhed ; - a 
church pillaged, and a State not reheved ; etvit and military 
anarchy made the conſtitution of the kingdom; every thing 


kuman and divine facrificed to the idol of public credit; and 


national bankruptcy the conſequence; and to crown all, the 
.p:.per ſecurities of new, precarious, tottering power, the diſ- 
credited paper ſecurities, of impoveriſned fraud and beggared 
rapine, held out as che currency for the ſupport of an empire, 
in lieu of the two great recognized ſpecies that reprefent the 
laſting conventional credit of mankind, which diſappeared and 
hid themſelves in the earth from whence they came, when the 
principle of property, whoſe: creatures and repreſentatives they 
are, was ſyftematically fubverted. | 7 
Were ai? theſe dreadful things neceſſary? Were they the 
inevitable reſults of the defperate ſtruggle of determined patriots. 
competed to wade through blood and tumult to the quiet 
:faore af a tranquitand profperous liberty? No-i nothing like 
K. The frei ruins of France, which ſhock-our feelings where- 
ever we can turn ouy eyes, are not the devaſtation of civil war; 
they are thefad but inſtructive monuments of raſh and 1gno- 
rant counſel in time of profourd-peace, They are the * 
F ic Es | | f 
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of inconſiderate and pre ſumptuous, becauſe unreſiſted and ir- 
reſiſtible, authority. The perſons who have thus ſquandered 
away the precious treafure of their crimes,” the perſons who 
have made this prodigal and wild waſte of public evils - (the 
laſt fake reſerved for the ultimate ranſom of the State) have 
met in their progreſs with little, or rather with no oppoſition 
at all. Their whole march was more like a triumphal proceſ- 
fion, than the progreſs of a war. Their pioneers have gone 
before them, and demoliſhed and laid every thing level at their 
feet. Not one drop of Heir blood have they ſhed in the cauſe 
of the country they have ruined. They have made no facri- 
kces to their projects of greater conſequence than their ſhoe- 
buckles, whilit they were impriſoning their king, murdering 
their fellow citizens, and bathing in tears, and plunging in 
poverty ard diſtreſs, thouſands of worthy men and worthy 
families. Their cruelty has not even been the bafe reſult of 
fear. It has been the effect of their ſenſe of perfect ſafety, 
in authoriſing treaſons, robberies, rapes, aſſaſſinations, ſſaugh- 
ters, and burnings throughout their harraffed land. But the 
cauſe of all was plain from the beginning. 8 
This . choice, this fond election of evil, would ap- 
pear perfectly unaceountable, if we did not conſider the com- 
poſition of the National Aſſembly: I do not mean its formal 
conſtitution, which, as it now ſtands, is exceptionable enougb, 
but the materials of which in a great meaſure it is compoſed, 
which is of ten thouſand times greater conſequence than all 
the formalities in the world. If we were to know nothing of 
this Aſſembly but by its title and function, no colours could 
paint to the imagination any thing more venerable. In that 
light the mind of an enquirer, ſubdued by ſuch an aweful image 
as that of the virtue and wiſdom of a whole people collected into 
a a focus, would pauſe and heſitate in condemning things even 
of the very worſt aſpect. Inſtead of blameable, ny Would 
appear only myſterious. But no name, no power, no function, 
no artificial inſtitution whatſoever, can make the men of whom 
any fyſtem of authority is compoſed, any other than Gop, and 
nature, and education, and their habits of life have made them. 
Capacities beyond theſe the people have not to give. Virtue 
and wiſdom may be the objects of their choice, but their choice 
eonfers neither the one nor the other on thoſe upon whom 
they lay their ordaining hands. They have not the engagement 
of nature, they have not the promiſe of revelation for any ſuch 
powers. | | | | 


| After I read over the liſt of the perſons and deſcriptions. 
| | | £ elected. 
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elected into the Tiers Frat, nothing which they afterwards 
did could appear aſtoniſning. Among them, indeed, I ſay 
ſome of known rank; ſome of ſhining talents; but of any 
practical experience in the State, not one man was to he found, 
The beſt men were only men in theory. Put whatever the 
diſtinguiſhed few may have been, it is the ſubſtance and maſs 
of the body which conſtitutes its character, and muſt finally 
determine its direction. In all bodies, thoſe who will lead, 
muſt alſo, in a conſiderable degree, follow. They muſt con- 


form their propoſitions: to the taſte, talent, and diſpoſition of 
thoſe whom-they-wiſh to conduck: Therefore, if an aſſembly. 


is viciouſly or feebly compoſed in a very great part of it, no- 


thing but ſuch a ſupreme degree of virtue'as very rarely appears 
in the world, and for that reaſon cannot enter into calculation, 


will prevent the men of talents diſſeminated through it from be- 


coming only the expert inſtruments of abſurd projects! If 


what is the more likely event, inftead of that unuſual degree 
of virtue, they ſhould be actuated by ſiniſter ambition and a 
luſt of meretricious glory, then the feeble part of the aſſembly, 
to whom at firſt they conform, becomes in its turn the dupe 


and inſtrument of their deſigns. In this political traffic, the 
leaders will be Obliged to bow to the ignorance of their fol- 
lowere, and the followers to become ſubſervient to the work, 


deſigns of their leaders. 


Jo ſecure any degree of ſobriety in the propoſitions made 
by the leaders in any public aſſembly, they ought to reſpect, 
in ſome (degree perha-s to fear, thoſe whom they conduct. 


To be led any otherwiſe than blindly, the followers muſt be 


qualified, if not for actors, at leaſt for j dges; they muſt alſo. 


be judges of natural weight and authority. Nothing can ſe- 
cure a ſteady and moderate conduct in ſuch aſſemblies, but that 
the body of them ſhould be reſpectably compoſed, in point of 
condition in life, of permanent property, of education, and of 
ſuch habits as, enlarge and liberalize the underſtanding. . 

In the calling of the States-General of France, the firſt thing 


which ſtruck me, was a great departure from the ancient courſe. 


I found the repreſentation for the Third Eſtate compoſed of fx 
hundred perſons. They were equal in number to the repre- 

ſentatives of both the other orders. If the orders were to act 
- ſeparately, the number wauld not; beyond the-confideration of 
the expence, be of much moment., But when it became ar- 
parent that the three orders were to be melted down into one, 
the policy and the necefſary effect of this numerous repreſen- 
tation became obvious. A very ſmall deſertion from: wow 
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of the other two orders muſt throw the power of both into 
the hands of the third. In fact, the whole power of the State 
was ſoon reſolved into that body. Its due compoſition became, 
therefore, of infinitely the greater importance. 

Judge, Sir, of my ſurpriſe, when I found that a very great: 


1 
{+4 


proportion of the Aſſembly (a majority, I believe, of the- 
members who attended) was compoſed of practitioners in 
the law. It was compoſed not of diſtinguiſhed magiſtrates, 
who- had given pledges to their country of their ſcience, pru- 
dence, and integrity; not of leading advocates, the glory of 
the bar; not of renowned profeſſors in univerſities; but for 
the far greater part, as it muſt in ſuch a number, of the in- 
ferior, unlearned, mechanical, merely inſtrumental: members of 
the profeſſion. There were diſtinguiſhed exceptions; but the- 


2 compoſition was of obſcure provincial advocates, of- 


ewards'of petty local juriſdictions, country attornies, notariess- 
and the whole train of the miniſter's of municipal Ltgation, 


the fomentors' and conductors of the petty war of village vexa-- 
tion. From the moment I read the lift I Jaw diſtinctiy, and 


very nearly, as it has happened, all that was to follows. , 


The degree of eſtimation in which any profeſſion is held, 
becomes the ſtandard of the eſtimation in which, the profeſſors, 


hold themſelves. * Whatever the, perſonal merits of many in- 
dividual lawyers might haye heen, and in many it was undoubt- 


edly very conſiderable, in that military kingdom, no part of, 


the profeſſion had been much regarded, except the higheſt of 
all, who, often united to their profeſſional offices great family. 
ſplendo'ir, and were inveſted with great power and authority. 
Theſe certainly were highly reſpected, and even with no ſmall. 


degree of awe. The next rank was not much eſteemed; the 


mechanical part was in a very low. degree of repute.. 

Whenever the ſupreme authority 18 inveſted in a body ſos 
compoſed, it. muſt evidently produce the conſequences of. ſu- 
premeauthority placed in the hands of mon not taught habitu- 
ally to. reſpect themſelves; who had no previous fortune. in 
character at ſtake; who could not be expected to bear with; 
moderation, or to conduct with diſcretion, a power winch , 
they themſelves, more than any others, mult be ſurpriſed to find 
in their hands. Who could flatter himſelf that theſe men, 


ſuddenly, and, as it were, by. enchantment, ſnatched from the 


humbleſt rank of ſubordination, would not be intoxicated with, 


their unprepared greatneſs? Who could conceive, that men 
who are habitually meddling, daring, fubtle, active, of litigious 9 
diſpoſitions, and unquiet minds, would eaſily fall back into, 
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their old condition of obſcure contention, and laborious, low, 
unprofitable chicane ? Who could doubt but that, at any ex- 
pence to the ſtate, of which they underſtood nothing, they 
muſt purſue their private intereſts, which they underſtood but 
too well? It was not an event depending on chance or con- 
tingency. It was inevitable; it was neceſſary ; it was planted 
in the nature of things. They muſt join ug their capacity did 
not permit them to dead) in any project wſlich could procure to 
them a /itigtous conſlitution; which could lay open to ow thoſe 
innumerable lucrative jobs which follow in the train of all 

eat convulſions and revolutions in the State, and particularly 
m all great and violent permutations of property. Was it to 
be expected that they would attend to the ſtability of property, 


whoſe exiſtence had always depended upon whatever rendered 


property queſtionable, ambiguous, and inſecure ? Their objects 
would be enlarged with their elevation, but their diſpoſition 
and habits, and mode of accompliſhing their deſigns, muſt re- 
main the ſame. ? 

Well! but theſe-men were to be tempered and reſtrained by 
other deſcriptions, of more ſober minds, and more enlarged 
underſtandings. Were they then to be awed by the ſuper- 
eminent authority and aweful digriity of an handful of country 
clowns who have ſeats in that Aſſembly, ſome of whom are 
| Tatd not to be able to read and write? and by not a greater 
number of traders, who, though ſomewhat more inſtructed, 


and more conſpicuous in the order of ſociety, had never known 


any thing beyond their counting-houſe ? No! both theſe de- 


ſcriptions were more formed to be overborne and {ſwayed by 


the intrigues and artifices of lawyers, than to become their 
counterpoiſe. With ſuch a dangerous diſproportion, the 
whole muſt needs be governed by them. To the faculty of 
law was joined a pretty conſiderable proportion of the faculty 


of medicine. This faculty had not, auy more than that of the 


law, poſſeſſed in France its juſt eſtimation. Its poſſeſſors 
| therefore muſt have the qualities of men not habituated to 
ſentiments of dignity. But ſuppoſing they had ranked as 
they ought to do, and as with us they dd actually, the ſides of 
fick beds are not the academies for forming ſtateſmen and 
- legiſlators. Then came the dealers in ſtocks and funds, who 
muſt be cager, at any expence, to change their ideal paper 
wealth for the more ſolid ſubſtance of land. To theſe were 
{Re men of other deſcriptions, from whom as little know- 


edge of or attention to the intereſts of a great State was to be 


expected, aud a little regard to the ftability of any inſtitution ; 
| | men 
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men formed to be inſtruments not controls. Such in general 
was the compoſition of the Tiers Etat in the National Aſſem- 
bly; in which was ſcarcely to be perceived the ſlighteſt traces 
of what we call the natural landed intereſt of the country. 

We know that the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, without 


ſhutting its doors to any merit in any claſs, is, by the ſure 


operation of adequate cauſes, filled with every thing illuſtrious 
in rank, in deſcent, in hereditary and in acquired opulence, in 
cultivated talents, in military, civil, naval, and politic diſtinc- 
tion, that the country can afford. But ſuppoſing, what hardly 
can be ſuppoſed as a caſe, that the houſe of commons ſhould 
be compoſed in the ſame manner with the Tiers Etat in France, 
would this dominion of chicane be borne with patience, or even 
conceived without horror ? forbid I ſhould inſinuate any 
thing derogatory to that profeſſion, which 1s another prieſt- 
hood, adminiſtering therites of ſacred juſtice. But whilſt I revere 


men in the functions which belong to them, and would do, as 


much as one man can do, to prevent their excluſion from any, 
I cannot, to flatter them, give the lye to nature. They are 


good and uſeful in the compoſition ; they muſt be miſchievous + 


if they preponderate ſo as virtually to become the whole. 
Their very excellence in their pecultar functions may be far 
from a qualification for others. It cannot eſcape obſervation, 
that when men are too much confined to profeſſional and 
faculty habits, and, as it were, inveterate in the recurrent 
employment of that narrow circle, they are rather diſabled 


than qualified for whatever depends on the knowledge of man- 


kind, on experience in mixed affairs, on a comprehenſive con- 
nected view of the various complicated external and internal 
intereſts which go to the formation of that multifarious thing 
called a State. e | | . 

After all, if the houſe of commons were to have an wholly 
profeſſional and faculty compoſition, what is the power of the 
houſe of commons, circumſcribed: and ſhut in by the immove- 
able barriers of laws, uſages, poſitive rules of doctrine and 
practice, counterpoized by the houſe of lords, and every mo- 
ment of its exiſtence at the diſcretion of the crown to continue, 
prorogue, or diſſolve us? The power of the houſe of com- 
mons, direct or indirect, is indeed great; and long may it be 
able to n its greatneſs, and the ſpirit belonging to true 
greatneſs 


the breakers of law in India from becoming. the makers of law. 
tor England. The power, however, of the houſe of com- 
mons, when leaſt diminiſhed, as a drop of water in the ocean, 

Ss compared 


„at the full; and it will do ſo, as long as it can keep 
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compared to that reſiding in a fettled majority of your National 
Aſſembly. That Aſſembly, fince the deſtruction of the orders, 
has no fundamental law, no ſtrict convention, no reſpected 
uſage to reſtrain it. Inſtead of finding themſelves obliged to 
conform to a fixed conſtitution, they have a power to make a 
cConſtitution which ſhall conform to their deſigns. Nothing in 
heaven or upon earth-can ſerve as a controul on then. What 
ought to be the heads, the hearts, the difpoſitions, that are 
qualified, or that dare, not only to make laws under a fixed 
conſtitution, but at one heat to ſtrike out a totally new conſti. 
tution for a great kingdom, and in every part of it, from the 
monarch on the throne to the veſtry of a pariſh ? 1 
4 ruſb in where angels fear to tread. In ſich a ſtate of un- 
bounded power, for undefined and undefinable purpoſes, the 


evil of a moral: and almoſt phyſical inaptitude of the man to the 


function muſt be the greateſt we can conceive to happen in the 
management of human affairs. „ 1 0 
. | Having conſidered the compoſition: of the third eſtate as it 
food in its original frame, I took a view of the repreſentatives 
of the clergy. There too it appeared, that full as little regard 
was had to the general ſecurity of property, or to the aptitude 
of the deputies for their public purpoſes, in the principles of 
their election. That election was ſo contrived as to fend a 
very large proportion of mere country curates to the great and 
arduous work of new-modelling a State; men who never had 
ſeen the State ſo much as in a picture; men who knew nothing 
of the world beyond. the bounds of an obſcure village ; who, 
immerſed in hopeleſs poverty, could regard all property, whe- 
ther ſecular or eccleſiaſtical, with no other eye than that of 
envy ; among whom muſt be many, who, for the meaneſt divi- 
dend in plunder, would readily join in any attempts upon 7 
body of wealth, in which they could hardly look to have any 
ſhare, except in a general ſcramble. Inſtead of balancing the 
power of the active chicaners in the other aſſembly, theſe 
' curates muſt neceſſarily become the active coadjutors, or at bel 
the paſſme inſtruments of thoſe by whom they had been hahitu- 
ally guided in their petty: village concerns. Tbey too could 
hardly be the moſt conſcientious of their kind, who, preſuming 
upon their incompetent underſtanding, could intrigue for a 
truſt which led them from their es relation. to their flocks, 
and their natural ſpheres of action, to undertake the regene- 
ration of kingdoms. This preponderating weight being added 
to the force of the body of chicane in the Tiers 1 
SHES C0 M3. 7 r bas „ . pleate 
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pleated that momentum of ignorance, raſhneſs, preſumption, 
and luſt of plunder, which nothing has been able to refit. 

To obſerving men it mult have appeared from the beginning, 
that the majority of the Third Eftate, in conjunction with ſuch 
a deputation from the clergy as I have deſcribed, whilſt it pur- 
ſued the deſtruction of the nobility, would inevitably become 
ſubſervient to the worſt defigns of individuals in that claſs. In 
the ſpoil and humiliation of their own order theſe individuals 
would poſſeſs a ſure fund for the pay of their new followers. 
To ſquander away the objects which made the happineſs of 
their tellows, would be to them no ſacrifice at all, Turbulent, 
diſcontented men of quality, in proportion as they are puffed 
up with perſonal pride and arrogance, generally deſpiſe their 
own order. One of the firſt ſymptoms they diſcover of a ſelfiſh 
and miſchievous ambition, 1s a profligate diſregard of a dignity 
which they partake with others. To be attached te the ſub- 
divihon, to love the little platoon we belong to in ſociety, is 
the firſt principle (the germ as it were) of public affections. 
It is the rt link in the ſeries by which we proceed towards a 
love to our country and to mankind. The intereſts of that 
portion of ſocial arrangement 1s a truſt in the hands of all thoſe 
who compoſe it; and as none but bad men would juſtify it in 
abuſe, none but traitors would barter it away for their own 
perſonal advantage. | | 

When men of rank ſacrifice all ideas of dignity to an am- 
bition without a diſtinct object, and work with low inſtruments 
and for low ends, the whole compoſition becomes low and baſe. 
Does not ſomething like this now appear in France? Does it. 
not produce ſomething ignoble and inglorious? a kind of 
meauneſs in all the prevalent policy ? a tendency in all that is 
done to lower along with individuals all the dignity and impor- 
tance of the ſtate? Other revolutions have been conducted by 
perſons, who, whilſt they attempted or effected changes in the 
commonwealth, ſanctified their ambition by advancing the 
dignity of the people whoſe peace they troubled. They had 
long views. They aimed at the rule, not at the deſtruction of 
their country. They. were men of great civil, and great mili- 
tary talents, and if the. terror, the ornament of their age. 
They were not like Jew brokers contending with each other 
who could beſt remedy with fraudulent circulation and depre- 
ciated paper the wretchedneſs and ruin brought on their 
country by their degenerate councils. The compliment made 
to one of the great bad men of the old ſtamp (Cromwell) 
his Kinſman, a favourite, _ of that time, thews what it w-z 
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he propoſed, and what indeed to a great degree he accom- 
pliſhed in the ſucceſs of his ambition: 
et Still as you riſe, the State, exalted too, 
« Finds no diſtemper while tis chang'd by you ; 
« Chang'd like the world's great ſcene, when without noiſe 
6 The riſing ſun night's vz/gar light deſtroys.” 


Theſe diſturbers were not ſo much like men uſurping power, 
as aſſerting their natural place in ſociety. Their rifing was 
to illuminate and beautify the world. Their conqueſt over 
their competitors was by outſhining them. The hand that, 
like a deſtroying angel, ſmote the country, communicated to 


it the force and energy under which it ſuffered, I do not fay to Al 
(God forbid) I do not ſay, that the virtues of ſuch men were ſervile 
to be taken as a balance to their crimes; but they were ſome ſuffer 
cCorrective to their effects. Such was, as I ſaid, our Cromwell. if ſuc 
Such were your whole race of Guiſes, Condes, and Colignis, mittee 

Such the Richlieus, who in more quiet times acted in the ſpi- dice, 
rit of a civil war. Such, as better men, and in a leſs dubious Yo! 
cauſe, were your Henry IV. and your Sully, though nurſed in power 
civil confuſions, and not wholly without ſome of their taint. titles. 
It is a thing to be wondered at, to ſee how very ſoon France, but vi 
when ſhe had a moment to reſpire, recovered and emerged are ac 
rom the longeſt and moſt dreadful civil war that ever was known profeff 
in any nation. Why? Becauſe, among all their maſſacres, and he 
they had not ſlain the mind in their country. A conſcious dig- JNPIOU 
nity a noble pride, a generous ſenſe of glory and emulation, militar 
was not extinguiſhed, On the contrary, it was kindled and and we 
inflamed. 'The organs alfo of the State, however ſhattered, luſtre | 
exiſted. All the prizes of honour and virtue, all the rewards, that, 
all the diſtinctions, remained. But your preſent confuſion, cation, 
like a palſy, has attacked the fountain of life itſelf. Every oceupa 
perſon in your country, in a ſituation to be actuated by a prin- ought 
ciple of honour, is diſgraced and degraded, and can entertain 9 1 
no ſenſation of life, except in a mortified and humiliated in- rating 
dignation. But this generation will quickly paſs away. The 8 J 
next generation of the nobility will reſemble the artificers and N tl 
clown:, and money-jobbers, uſurers, and Jews, who will be al- 3 
( 


ways their fellows, ſometimes their maſters. Believe me, Sr, 


thoſe who attempt to level, never equalize. In all ſocieties, 21 
conſiſting of various deſcriptions of citizens, ſome deſcription 24, 25. 
muſt be uppermoſt. The levellers therefore only change and as the C 
pervert the natural order of things; they load the edifice.of 2 it 


lociety, by ſetting up in the air what the ſolidity of the ftruc- 


ture 
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ture requires to be on the ground. The aſſociation of taylor 
and carpenters, of which the republic (of Paris, for inſtance) 
is compoſed, cannot be equal to the ſituation, into which, by 
the worſt of uſurpations, an uſurpation on the prerogatives 0 
nature, you attempt to force them. 4 

The chancellor of France at the opening of the States, ſaid, 
in a tone of oratorial flouriſh, that all ocupations were honour- 
able. If he meant only, that no honeſt employment was diſ- 
graceful, he would not have gone beyond the truth. But in 
aſſerting, that any thing is honourable, we imply ſome dif- 
tinction in its favour. The occupation of an hair-dreſſer, or 
of a working tallow-chandler, cannot be a matter of honour 
to any perſon—to ſay nothing of a number of other more 
ſervile employments. Such deſcriptions of men ought not to 
ſuffer oppreſſion from the State; but the State ſuffers oppreſſion, 
if ſuch as they, either individually or collectively, are per- 
mitted to rule. In this you think you are combating preju- 
dice, but you are at war with nature 

You muſt not, however, imagine; that I wiſh to confine 
power, authority, and diſtinction to blood, and names, and 
titles. No, Sir. There is no qualification for government, 


but virtue and wiſdom, actual or preſumptive. Wherever they 


are actually found, they have, in whatever ſlate, condition, 
profeſſion, or trade, the paſſport of Heaven to human place 
and honour. Woe to the country which would madly and 
impiouſſy re ect the ſervice of the talents and virtues, civil, 
military, or religious, that are given to grace and to ſerve it; 
and would condemn to obſcurity every thing formed to diffaſe 
luſtre and glory around a State. Woe to that country too, 


that, paſſing into the oppoſite extreme, conſiders a low educa- 
cation, a mean contracted view of things, a ſordid mercenary. 


occupation, as a preferable title to command. Every thing 
ought to be open; but not indifferently to every man. No 
rotation; no appointment by lot; no mode of election ope- 
rating in the ſpirit of ſortition or rotation, can be generally 
good in a government converſant in extenſive objects. Be- 
cauſe they have no tendency, direct or indirect, to ſelect the 
man with a view to the duty,. or to accommodate the one to 
the other. I do not heſitate to ſay, that the road to eminence 


; 1 177 
* See an illuſtration of this poſition, Eccleſiaſticus, chap. xxxviii. verſes 


24, 25. 27. 33, 34. I do not determine whether this book be canonical, 
as the Gallican church (till lately) has conſidered it, or apocryphal, 

8 it is taken. I am ſure it contains a great deal. of. ſenſe, aud 
uth. g = 
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and power, from obſcure condition, ought not to be made tao 


eaſy, nor a thing too much of courſe. If rare merit be the 
rareſt of all rare things, it ought to paſs through ſome ſort of 
probation. The temple of honour ought to be ſeated on an 
eminence. If it be open through vintue, let it be remembered 
too, that virtue is never tried but by ſome difficulty, and ſome 
ſtruggle. : hl 
Nothing is a due and adequate repreſentation of a State, that 
does not repreſent its ability, as well as its property. But as 
ability is a vigorous and active principle, and as property is 
fluggiſh, inert, and timid, it never can be ſafe from the in- 
vafſons of ability, unleſs it be, out of all proportion, predomi- 
nant in the repreſentation. It muſt be repreſented too in 
great maſſes of accumulation, or it is not rightly protected. 
he characteriſtic eſſence of property, formed out of the 
combined principles of its acquiſition and conſervation, is to 
be unequal, The great maſſes therefore which excite envy, 
and tempt rapacity, muſt be put out of the poſſibility of dan- 
ger. Then they form a natural rampart about the leſſer pro- 
perties in all their gradations. The ſame quantity of pro- 
perty, which is by the natural courſe of things divided among 
many, has not the ſame operation. Its defenſive power is 
weakened as it is diffuſed. In this diffuſion each man's portion 
is leſs than what, in the eagerneſs of his deſires, he may flatter 
himſelf to obtain by diffipating the accumulations of others. 
The plunder of the few would indeed give but a ſhare incon- 
ceivably ſmall in the diſtribution to the many. But the many 
are not capable of making this calculation; and thoſe who 
lead them to rapine, never intend this diſtribution. 
The power of perpetuating our property in our families is 
one of the moſt valuable and intereſting circumſtances belong- 
ing to it, and that which tends the moſt to the perpetuation 
of ſociety itſelf. It makes our weakneſs ſubſervient to our 
virtue; it grafts benevolence even upon avarice. The poſſeſ- 
ſors of family wealth, and of the diſtinction which attends 
| hereditary poſſeſſion (as moſt concerned in it) are the natural 
ſecurities for this tranſmiſſion. With us, the Houſe of Peers 
is formed upon this principle. It is wholly compoſed of here- 
ditary property and hereditary diſtinction; and made therefore 
the third of the legiſlature; and in the laſt event, the ſole 
judge of all property in all its ſubdiviſions. The Houſe of 


Commons too, though not neceſſarily, yet in fact, is always ſo 


compoſed in the far greater part. Let thoſe large proprietors 
be what they will, and they have their chance of being among 
| 6 6 
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the beſt, they are, at the very worſt, the ballaſt in the veſſel o 
the commonwealth. For though hereditary wealth, and the 
rank which goes with it, are too much idolized by creeping 
ſycophants, and the blind abject admirers of power, they are 
too raſhly ſlighted in the — ſpeculations of the petulant, 
auſſming, ſhort-ſighted coxcombs of philoſophy. Some decent 
regulated pre-eminence, ſome preference (not excluſive approx. 
priation) given to birth, is neither unnatural, nor unjuſt, no 
impolitic. . Ez | 

It is ſaid, that twenty-fonr millions ought to prevail over two 
hundred thouſand. True; if the eonſtitution of a kingdom 
be a problem of arithmetic. This ſort of diſcourſe does well 


enough with the lamp- poſt for its ſecund: To men who may 


reaſon calmly, it 18 ridiculous. The will of the many, and 
their intereſt, muſt very often differ; and great will be the dif- 
ference when they make an evil choice, A government of five 
hundred country attornies and obſcure curates is not good for 
twenty-four millions of men, though it were choſen. by eight 
and forty millions ; nor is the better for being guided by a do- 
zen of perſons of quality, who have betrayed their truſt in 
order to obtain that power. At preſent, you ſeem in every 
thing to have ſtrayed out of the high road of nature. 'The 
property of France does not govern it. Of courſe property is 
deſtroyed, and rational liberty has no exiſtence. All you have 
got for the preſent is a paper circulation, and a ſtock- jobbing 
conſtitution : And as to the future, do you ſeriouſly think that 
the territory of France, upon the republicart ſyſtem of eighty- 
three independent municipalities (to ſay nothing of the parts 
that compoſe them) can ever be governed as one body, or can 
ever be ſet in motion by the impulſe of one mind? When the 
National Aﬀembly has completed its work, it will have accom- 
pliſned its ruin. Theſe commonwealths will not long bear a 
a ſtate of ſubjection to the republic of Paris. They will not 
bear that'this one body ſhould monopohze the captivity of the 
king, and the dominion over the aſſembly calling itſelf Na- 
tional, Each will keep its own portion of the ſpoil of the chureht 
to itſelf ; and it will not ſuffer either that ſpoil, or the more 
jult fruits of their induſtry, or the more natural produce of 
their foil, to be ſent to ſwell the mſolence, or pamper the 
luxury of the mechanics of Paris. In this they will ſee none of 
the equality, under the pretence of which they have been 
tempted to throw off their allegiance to their ſovereign, as well 
as the antient conſtitution of their country. There can be no 


capital city in ſuch a conſtitution as they have lately made 
: EE: The 


4 
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They have forgot, that when they framed democratic govern. 
ments, they had virtually diſmembered their country. The 
perſon whom they perſevere in calling king, has not power 
left to him by the hundredth part ſufficient to hold together 


this collection of republics. The republic of Paris will en- 
deavour indeed to complete the debauchery of the army, and 
_ illegally to perpetuate the aſſembly, without reſort to its con- 
tituents, as the means of continuing its deſpotiſm. It will 
make efforts, by becoming the heart of a boundleſs paper cir- 
culation, to draw every thing to itſelf; but in vain. All this 
policy in the end will appear as feeble as it is now violent. 
If this be your actual ſituation, compared to the ſituation 
to which you were called, as it were, by the voice of God and 
man, I cannot find it in my heart to congratulate you on the 
choice you have made, or the ſucceſs which has attended your 
endeavours. I can as little recommend to any other nation a 
conduct grounded on ſuch principles, and productive of fuch 
effects. That I muſt leave to thoſe who can ſee further into 
your affairs than I am able to do, and who beſt know how far 
your actions are favourable to their deſigns. - The gentlemen 
of the Revolution Society, who were 10 early in their con- 
gratulations, appear to be ſtrongly of opinion that there is 
{ome ſcheme of politics relative to this country, in which your 
8 may, in ſome way, be uſeful. For your Dr. 


rice, who ſeems to have ſpeculated himſelf into no ſmall de- 


gree of fervour upon this ſubject, addreſſes his auditory in 
the following very remarkable words: I cannot conclude 
* without recalling particularly to your recollection a conſi- 
« derat ion which I have more than once alluded to, and which 
« probably yaur thoughts have been all along anticipating ; a 
„ conlideratioh. with which my mind is impreſſed more than I can 
« expreſs, I mean the conſideration of the favouradleneſs 
„ the preſent times to all exertions in the cauſe of liberty.“ 

It is plain that the mind of this political Preacher was at the 
time big with ſome extraordinary deſign ; and it is very pro- 
bable, that the thoughts of his audience, who underſtood 
him better than I do, did all along run before him in his reflec- 
tion, and in the whole train of conſequences to which it led. 

Before I read that ſermon, I really thought I had lived in 


à free country; and it was an error I cheriſhed, becauſe it gave 


me a greater kking to the country I lived in. L was indeed 
aware, that a jealous, ever-waking vigilance, to guard the 
treaſure of our liberty, not only from invaſion, but from decay 
and corruption, was our beſt, wiſdom and our firſt duty. How- 
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ever, I conſidered that treaſure rather as a poſſeſſion to be ſe- 
cured than as a prize to be contended for. I did not diſcern 
how the preſent time came to be ſo very favourable to all 
exertions in the cauſe of freedom. The preſent time differs 
from any other only by the circumſtance of what is doing in 
France. If the example of that nation is to have an influ- 
ence on this, I can eaſily conceive why ſome of their pro- 
ceedings which have an unpleaſant aſpect, and are not quite re- 
concileable to humanity, generoſity, good faith, and juſtice, 
are palliated with ſo much milky good-nature towards the 
actors, and horne with ſo ſuch heroic fortitude towards the ſuf- 
ferers. It is certainly not prudent to diſcredit the authority 
of an example we mean to folow. But allowing this, we are 
led to a very natural queſtion ; What 1s that cauſe of liberty, 
and what are thoſe exertions in its favour, to which the exam- 
ple of France is ſo fingularly auſpicious? Is our monarchy 
to be annihilated, with all the laws, all the tribunals, and all 
the antient corporations of the kingdom? Is every land- 
mark of the country to be done away in favour of a geome- 
trical and arithmetical conftitution? Is the houſe of lords to 
be voted uſeleſs? Is epiſcopacy to be aboliſhed? Are the 
church lands to be ſold to Jews and jobbers; or given to bribe 
new-1nvented municipal republics into a participation in ſacri- 
lege? Are all the taxes to be voted grievances, and the reve- 
nue reduced to a patriotic contribution, or patriotic preſents? 

Are filver ſhoe buckles to be ſubſtituted 1n the place of the 
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land tax and the malt tax, for the ſupport of the naval ſtrength - 


of this kingdom? Are all orders, ranks, and diſtinctions to 
be confounded, that out of univerſal anarchy, joined to na- 
tional bankruptcy, three or four thouſand democracies ſhould 
be formed into eighty-three, and that they may all, by ſome 
ſort of unknown attractive power, be organized into one? 
For this great end, is the army to be ſeduced from its diſci- 
pline and its fidelity, firſt, by every kind of debauchery, and 
then by the terrible precedent of a donative in the increaſe of 
pay? Are the curates to be ſeduced from their biſhops, by 
holding out to them the delufive hope of a doe out of the 
ſpoils of their own. order? Are the citizens of London to 
be drawn from their allegiance, by feeding them at the ex- 
pence of their fellow fubjects? Is a compulſory paper-cur- 
rency to be ſubſtituted in the place of the legal. coin of this 
kingdom? Is what remains of the plundered ſtock of pub- 


lie revenue to be employed in the wild project of maintaining 


wo armies to watch over and to fight with each other? If 


theſe are the ends and means of the Revolution Society, I ad- 
mit 
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mit they are well aſſorted; and France may furniſh them for 
both with precedents in point. | 

I fee that your example is held out to ſhame us. I know 
that we are ſuppoſed a dull ſluggiſh race, rendered paſſive by 
finding our ſituation tolerable ; and prevented by a medio- 
crity of freedom from ever attaining to its full perfection. 
Your leaders in France began by affecting to admire, almoſt to 
adore, the Britiſh conſtitution; but as they advanced they 
came to look upon it with a ſovereign contempt. The friends 
of your National Aſſembly amongſt us have full as mean an 
opinion of what was formerly thought the glory of their coun- 
try. The Revolution: Society has diſcovered that the En- 
gliſh nation is not free. They are convinced that the inequa- 
lity in our repreſentation is a ** defe& in our conſtitution ſo 
« groſs and palpable, as to make it excellent chiefly in form and 
« theory. That a repreſentation in the legiſlature of a king- 
dom is not only the baſis of all conſtitutional liberty in it, but 
of „ all legitimate government; that without it a government is 
nothing but an tſurpation; that when the repreſenta- 


« tion is partial, the kingdom poſſeſſes liberty only partially; 


4 and if extremely partial it gives only a /emblance ; and if 
«© not only extremely partial, but corruptly choſen, it becomes 
% a nuiſance.” Dr. Price conſiders this inadequacy of repre- 
ſentation, as our fundamental grievance 3 and though, as to the 
corruption of this ſemblance of repreſentation, he hopes 
it is not yet arrived to its full perfection of depravity ; 
he fears that © nothing will be done towards gain- 
« ing for us this eſſential bleſſiug, until ſome great abuſe of 
&* power again provokes our reſentment, or ſome great calamity 
t again alarms our fears, or perhaps till the acquiſition of a 
* pure and equal repreſentation by other countries, whilſt we are 
% mocked with the ſhadow, kindles our ſhame.?* To this he ſub- 
Joins a note in theſe words. A repreſentation, choſen chief- 
ly by the Treaſury, and a few thouſands of the dregs of the 
« people, who are generally paid for their votes. 


You will ſmile here at the conſiſtency of thoſe democratiſts, 


who, when tlzey are not on their guard, treat the humbler partoi 
the community with the greateſt contempt, wkilit, at the fame 
time, they pretend to make them the depoſitories of all power. 
It would require a long diſcourſe to point out to you the many 
fallacies that lurk in the generality and equivocal nature of the 
terms © inadequate repreſentation.” I ſhall only ſay here, in 
or to that old-faſhioned conſtitution, under which we have 


ng proſpered, that our repreſentation has been found, per- 


* <«. Difcoufe. on the Love of our Country, 3d edit. p. 39. k 
- apsy 


haps | 
ation 

mies C 
partic 
demal 
the de 
may 
conſti 
ſome 

a char 
ideas, 
they a: 
tion, 
low. 

« a { 


« mo 


Th 
not W 
and p 
ance 
but as 
and n 


revolu 


ment, 
lutely 
with 
in the 
preſen 
vernm 
and cc 
people 
the er 
dea vo 
rity © 
voluti. 
more 
houſe 
by an 
13, as 
preſen 
Sor 
to ex1 
power 
eeclefi 


» 


French Revolution. 45 


haps, perfectly adequate to all the purpeſes for which are preſent- 
ation of the people can be deſired or deviſed. I defy the ene- 
mies of our conſtitution to ſhew the contrary. To detail the 

articulars in which it is found ſo well to promote its ends, would 
demand a treatiſe on our practical conſtitution. I ſtate here 
the doctrine of the Revolutioniſts, only that you and others 
may ſee, what an opinion theſe gentlemen entertain of the 
conſtitution of their country, and why they ſeem to think that 
ſome great abuſe of cee or ſome great calamity, as giving 
a chance for the bleſſing of a conſtitution according to their 
ideas, would be much palliated to their feelings; you ſee why 
they are fo much enamoured of your fair and equal repreſenta- 


tion, which being once obtained, the ſame effects might fol- 


low. You ſee they conſider our houſe of commons as only 
« a ſemblance,” © a form,” © a theory, a ſhadow,” „ a 
% mockery, ' perhaps * a nuiſance.” 

Theſe gentlemen value themſelves on being ſyſtematic ; and 
not without reaſon. They muſt, therefore, LY on this groſs 


and palpable defect of repreſentation, this fundamental griev- | 


ance (ſo they call it), as a thing not only vicious in itſelf, 
but as rendering our whole government ablolutely illægilimate, 
and not at all better than a downright u/urpation. Another 
revolution, to get rid of this illegitimate and uſurped govern- 
ment, would of courſe be perfectly juſtifiable, if not abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. Indeed their principle, if you obſerve it 
with any attention, goes much further thamto an alteration 
in the election of the houſe of commons; for, if popular re- 
preientation, or choice, is neceſſary to the /egitimacy of all go- 
vernment, the houſe of lords is, at one ſtroke, baſtardized 
and corrupted in blood. That houſe is no repreſentative of the 
people at all, even in“ ſemblance or in form.” The caſe of 
the crown 1s altogether as bad. Jn vain the crown may en- 
deavour to ſcreen itſelf againſt theſe gentlemen by the autha- 
rity of the eſtabliſhment made on the Revolution. The Re- 
volution is built, according to their theory, upon a baſis not 
more ſolid than our preſent formalities, as it was made by an 
houſe of lords not repreſenting any one but themſelves ; and 
by an houſe of commons exactly ſuch as the preſent, that 
is, as they term it, by a mere © ſhadow and mockery” of re- 
preſentation. | | 

Something they muſt deſtroy, or they ſeem to themſelve 
to exiſt for no purpoſe. One ſet is for deſtroying the civil 
power through the eccleſiaſtical ; another for demoliſhing the 
ececlefiaſtic through the civil. They are aware that the worſt 
| conſe- 
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conſequences might happen to the public in accompliſhing this 
double ruin of the Church and State; but they are ſo heated 
wi ch their theories, that they give more than hints, that this ruin, 
with all the miſchiefs that muſt lead to it and attend it, and 
which to themſelves appear quite certain, would not be unac- 

_ ceptable to them, or very remote from their wiſhes, A man 
amongſt them of great authority, and certainly of great ta. 
lents, ſpeaking of a ſuppoſed alliance between Church and 
State, ſays, © perhaps wwe muſt avait for the fall of the civil powers 
« before this moſt unnatural alliance be broken. Calamitous 
* no doubt will that time be. But what convulſion in the 
« political world ought to be a ſubject of lamentation, if it 
« be attended with ſo deſirable an effect?“ You ſee with what 
a ſteady eye theſe gentlemen are prepared to view the greateſt 
calamities which can befall their country! =o 
It is no wonder, therefore, that with theſe ideas of every 


thing in their conſtitution and government at home, either in 


Church or State, as illegitimate and uſurped, or, at beſt} as a 
vain mockery, they look abroad with au eager and paſſionate 
enthuſiaſm. Whilſt they are poſſeſſed by theſe notions, it is 
vain to talk to them of the practice of their anceſtors, the 
fundamental laws of their country, the fixed form of a conſtitu- 
tion, whoſe merits are confirmed by the ſolid teſt of long ex- 
perience, and an increaſing public ſtrength and national pro- 
ſperity. They deſpiſe experience as the wiſdom of unlettered 
men ; and as for the reſt, they have wrought under-gronnd a 
mine that will blow up at one grand exploſion all examples of 
antiquity, all precedents, charters, and acts of parlament. 
They have © the rights of men.” Againſt theſe there can be 
no preſcription j againit theſe no agreement is binding: Theſe 
admit no temperament, and no compromiſe : Any thing with- 
held from their full demand is ſo much of fraud and injuſtice, 
Againſt theſe their rights of men let no government look for 
ſecurity in the length of its continuance, or in the juſtice and le- 
nity of its adminiſtration. The objections of theſe ſpecula- 
tilts, if its forms do not quadrate with their theories, are as 
valid againſt ſuch an old and beneficent government as againſt 
the moſt violent tyranny, or the greateſt uſurpation. They 
are always at iſſue with governments, not on a queſtion of 
abuſe, but a queſtion of competency, and a queſtion of title. 
I have nothing to ſay to the clumſy ſubtilty of their political 
metaphyſics. Let them be their amuſement in the ſchools.— 


'« Illa /e jactet in aula—ZEolus, et clauſo ventorum carcere r- 
$ net.” But let them not break priſon to burſt like a Le- 
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 vanter, to ſweep the earth with their hurricane, and to break 


up the fountains of the great deep to overwhelm us. 

Far am I from denying in theory; full as far as my heart 
from withholding in practice (if I were of power to give or 
to withhold) the real rights of men. In denying their falſe 
claims of right, I do not mean to injure thoſe which are real, 
and are ſuch as their pretended rights would totally deſtroy. 
If civil ſociety be made for the advantage of man, all the ad- 
vantages for which it i? made become his right. It is an in- 
ſtitution of beneficence ; and law itſelf is only beneficence act- 
ing by a rule. Men have a right to live by that rule ; they 
have a right to juſtice ; as between their fellows, whether 
their fellows are in politic function or in ordinary occupation. 
They have a right to the fruits of their induſtry, and to the 
means of making their induſtry fruitful. They have a right 
to the acquiſitions of their parents; to the nouriſhment and 
improvement of their offspring; to inſtruction in life, and to 
conſolation in death. Whatever each man can ſeparately do, 


without treſpaſſing upon others, he has a right to do for him- 


ſelf; and he has a right to a fair portion of all which ſociety, 
with all its combinations of {kill and force, can do in his fa- 
vour. In this partnerſhip all men have equal rights; but not 
to equal things. He that has but five ſhillings in the partner- 
ſhip, has as good a right to it, as he that has five hundred 
pounds has to his larger proportion. But he has not a right 
to an equal dividend 1n the product of the joint ſtock ; and as 
to the ſhare of power, authority, and direction which each 
individual ought to have in the management of the ſtate, that 
I muſt deny to be amongſt the direct original rights of man in 
civil ſociety ; for I have in my. contemplation the civil ſocial 


man, and no other. It is a thing to be ſettled by conven- 


tion. | 

If civil ſociety be the offspring of convention, that con- 
vention muſt be its law; that convention muſt limit and mo- 
dify all the deſcriptions of conſtitution which are formed under 
it. Every ſort of legiſlative, judicial, or executory power are 
its ereatures. They can have no being in any other ſtate of 


things; and how can any man claim, under the conventions of 


civil ſociety, rights which do not ſo · much as ſuppoſe its ex- 
ſence, rights which are abſolutely repugnant to it? One of 
the firſt motives to civil ſociety, and which becomes one of 
its fundamental rules, is, that no man ſhould be judge in his own 
cauſe, By this each perſon has at once diveſted himſelf of 


the firſt fundamental right of uncovenanted man, that is, to 
| | judge 
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judge for himſelf, and to aſſert his own cauſe. He abdicates 
all right to be his own governor. He inclufively, in a great 
meaſure, abandons the right of ſelf-defence, the firſt law of 
nature. Men cannot enjoy the rights of an uncivil and of a 
civil ſtate together. That he may obtain juſtice he gives up 
his right of determining what it 1s in points the moſt eſſential 
to him. That he may ſecure ſome liberty, he makes a ſur. 
render in truſt of the whole of it. 

Government 1s not made in virtye of natural rights, which 
may and do exiſt in total independence of it; and exiſt in 
much greater clearneſs, and in a much greater degree of ah- 
ftra& perfection: But their abſtract perfection is their practi. 
cal defect. By having a right to every thing they want every 
thing. Government is a contrivance of human wiſdom to 
provide for human wants. Men have a right that theſe wants 
ſhould be provided for by this wiſdom. Among theſe wants 
is to be reckoned the want, out of civil ſociety, of a ſufficient 
reftraint upon their paſſiozs. Society requires not only that 
the paſſions of individuals ſhould be ſubjected, but that even in 
the maſs and body as well as in the individuals, the inclina- 
tions of men ſhould frequently be thwarted, their will con- 
trolled, and their paſſions brought into ſubjection. This can 
only be done by & Hoaber of themſelves; and not, in the exer- 
ciſe of its function, ſubject to that will and to thoſe paſſions 
which it is its office to bridle and ſubdue. In this ſenſe the re- 
ſtraints on men, as well as their liberties, are to be reckoned 
among their rights. But as the liberties and the reſtrictions 
vary with times and circumſtances, and admit of infinite mo- 
difications, they cannot be ſettled upon any abſtract rule; and 
nothing is ſo foohſh as to diſcuſs them upon that prin- 
ciple. | | 1 
The moment you abate any thing from the full rights of 
men, each to govern himſelf, and ſuffer any artificial pofitive 
Imitation upon thoſe rights, from that moment the whole or- 
ganization of government becomes a conſideration of conve- 
nience, This it is which makes the conſtitution of a State, 
and the due diſtribution of its powers, a matter of the mot 
delicate and complicated ſkill, It requires a deep knowledge 
of human nature and human neceſſities, and of the things 


which facilitate or obſtruct the various ends which are to be 


purſued by the mechaniſm of civil inſtitutions. The State is 
to have recruits to its ſtrength, and remedies to diſtempers. 
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to medicine ? The queſtion is upon the method of procurms. 


and adminiſtering them. In that deliberation I ſhall always 
adviſe to call in the aid of the farmer and the phyſician, rather 
rather than the profeſſor of metaphyſics. 

The ſcience of conſtructing a commonwealth, or renovating 


it, or reforming it, is, like every other experimental ſcience, 


not to be taught 4 priori, Nor is it a ſhort experience that 
can inſtru& us in that practical ſcience ; becauſe the rxal ef- 
fects of moral cauſes are not always immediate; but that 
which, in the firſt inftance, is prejudicial may be excellent in its 
remoter operation; and its excellence may arſe even from 
the ill effects it produces in the beginning. The reverſe alſo 
happens; and very plauſible ſchemes, with very pleaſing com- 
mencements, have often ſhameful and lamentable concluſions. 
In ſtates there are often ſome obſcure and almoſt latent cauſes, 
things which appear at firſt view of little moment, on which a 
very great part of its proſperity or adverſity may molt eſſen- 
tially depend. The ſcience of government being, therefore, 


ſo practical in itſelf, and intended for ſuch practical purpoſes, 


a matter which requires experience, and even more experience 


than any perſon can gain in his whole life, however ſagacious 


and obſerving he may be, it is with infinite caution that any 
man ought to venture upon pulling down any edifice which has 
anſwered in any tolerable degree for ages the conimon purpoſes 
of ſociety, or on building it up again, without having models 
and patterns of approved utility before his eyes. 

Theſe metaphyſic rights entering into common life, like 
rays of light which pierce into a denſe medium, are, by the 
laws of Nature, refracted from their ſtraight line. Indeed in 
the groſs and complicated mats of human paſſions and concerns, 
the primitive rights of men undergo ſvg a variety of refrac- 
tions and reflections, that it becomes abſurd to talk of them as 
if they continued in the ſimplicity of their original direction. 
The nature of man is intricate ;. the objects of ſociety are of tl: - 
greateſt poſſible complexity; and therefore no ſimple diſpoſi- 
tion or direction of power can be ſuitable either to man's na- 
ture, or to the quality of his affairs. When I hear the ſim- 
plicity of contrivance aimed at and boaſted of in any new 
political conſtitutions, I am at no loſs to decide that the arti- 
ſicers are groſsly ignorant df their trade, or totally negligent 
of their duty. The ſimple governments are fundamentally de- 
fective, to ſay no worſe of them. If you were to contemplate 
ſociety in but one point of view, all theſe ſimple modes of 
polity are inſinitely captivating. 1 eſfect, each would anſwer 
12 | it's 
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its ſingle end much more perfectly than the more complex 18 


able to attain all its complex purpoſes. But it is better that 
the whole ſhould be imperfectly and anomalouſly anſwered, than 
that, while ſome parts are provided for with great exactneſs, 
others might be totally neglected, or perhaps materially in- 


Jured, by the over-care of a favourite member. 


The pretended rights of theſe theoriſts are all extremes; and 
in proportion as they are metaphyſically true, they are morally 
and politically falſe. The rights of men are in a ſort of middle, 
incapable of definition, but not impoſſible to be diſcerned, 
The rights of men in gqyernments are their advantages; and 
theſe are often in balances between differences of good ; in 


compromiſes ſometimes between good and evil, and ſometimes - 


between evil and evil, Political reaſon is a computing prin- 
civle ; adding, ſubtracting, multiplying, and dividing, morally 
and not metaphyſically - or mathematically, true moral de- 


nominations. | 


By theſe theoriſts the right of the people is almoſt always 
ſophiſtically confounded with their power. The body of the 
community, whenever it can come to act, can meet with no 
effectual reſiſtance; but till power and right are the fame, the 


whole body of them has no right inconſiſtent with virtue, and 
Men have no right to what 


the firſt of all virtues, prudence. 
is not reaſonable, and to what is not for their bencfit; for 
though a pleaſant writer ſaid, Liceat perire poctis, when one 
of them, in cold blood, is ſaid to have leaped into the flames 
of a volcanic revolution, Ardentem frigidus Minam inſiluit, | 
conſider ſuch a frolic rather as an unjuſtifiable poetic licence, 


than as one of the franchiſes of Parnaſſus; and whether he were 


its daily bread. 
valetudinary: It is taking periodical doſes of mercury ſublimate, 


dur loye of liberty. 


poet, or divine, or politician, that choſe to exercife this kind 
of right, I think tat more wiſe, becauſe more charitable 
thoughts would urge me rather to fave the man, than to pre- 
Ferve his brazen ſlippers as the monuments of his folly. 

The kind of anniverſary ſermons, to which a greater part 
of what I write refers, if men are not ſhained out of their pre. 


+ fent courſe, in commemorating the fact, will cheat many out 
of the principles, and deprive them of the benefits of the 


Revolution they commemorate. I confeſs to you, Sir, I never 
liked this continual talk of refiſtagce and revolution, or the 
practice of making the extreme medicine of the conſtitution 
It renders the habit of «ſociety dangerouſly 
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This diſtemper of remedy, grown habitual, relaxes and wears 
eut, by a vulgar and proftituted uſe, the ſpring of that ſpirit 
which 1s to be exerted on great occaſions. It was in the 
moſt patient period of Roman ſervitude that themes of tyran- 
nicide made the ordinary exerciſe of boys at ſchool—cum 
perimit ſevos claſſis numergſa ſyrannoc. In the ordinary flats 
of things, it produces in a country like ours the worſt effects, 
_ even on the cauſe of that liberty which it abuſes with the diſ- 


ſoluteneſs of an extravagant ſpeculation. Almoſt all the high- 


bred republicans of my time, have, after a ſhort ſpace, become 
the moſt decided, thorough-paced courtiers; they ſoon left 
the buſineſs of a tedious, moderate, but practicable reſiſtance 
to thoſe of us, whom, in the pride and intoxication of their 
theories, they have flighted, as not much better than Tories. 
Hypocriſy, of eourſe, delights in the moſt ſublime ſpeculations ; 
for, never intending to go beyond ſpeculation, it coſts no- 
thing to have it magnificent. But even in caſes where rather 
levity than fraud was to be ſuſpected in theſe ranting ſpecu- 


lations, the iſſue has been much the ſame. * Theſe profeſſors, 


finding their extreme principles not applicable to cafes which 
call only for a qualified, or, as I may ſay, civil and legal re- 
ſtance, in ſuch caſes employ no reſiſtance at all. It is with 
them a war, or a revolution, or it is nothing. Finding their 
ſchemes of politics not adapted to the world in which they live, 
they often come to think lightly of all public principle ; and 
are ready, on their part, to abandon for a very trivial intereſt, 
what they find of very trivial value. Some indeed are of 
more ſteady and perſevering natures ; but theſe are eager poli- 
ticians Cut of parhament, who have little to tempt them to 
abandon their favourite projects. They have ſome change 
in Church or State, or both, conſtantly in their view. When 
that 18 the cafe, they are always bad citizens, and perfectly 
unſure connections. For, conſidering their ſpeculative deſigns 
as of infinite value, and the actual arrangement of the ſtate 
as of no eſtimation, they are at beſt but indifferent about it. 
They ſee no merit or demerit in any man or any action, or any 
political principle, any further than as they may forward or 
retard their deſign of change: They, therefore, take up one 
day the moſt violent and ſtretched prerogative, and another 
time the wildeſt democratic i eas of freedom, and paſs from 
the one to the other withoW®any ſort of regard to cauſe, to 
perſon, or to party. N „„ 

In France you are now in the crifis of a revolution, and in 
the tranſit of one form of ns to another, you cannot 
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ſee that character of men exactly in the fame ſituation in which 
we fee it in this country. With us it is militant 3 with yon 
it is triumphant; and you know how it can act when its power 
is commenſurate to its will. I would not be ſuppoſed to con- 
fine thoſe obſervations to any deſcription of men, or to com- 
Prchend all men of any deſcription within them No! far 
from it. I am as incapable of that injuſtice, as I am of 
keeping terms with thoſe who profeſs principles of extremes; 
and who, under the name of religion, teach little elſe than wild 


and dangerous poli ics. The worſt of theſe politics of revolu- 


tion is this, they temper and harden the breaſt, in order to 
>7epare it for the deſperate ſtrokes Which are ſometimes uſed 
in extreme occaſions. But as theſe occaſions may never arrive, 
the mind receives a gratuitous taint ; aud the moral ſentiments 
juffers not a little, when no political purpoſe is ſerved by the 
depravation. This fort of people are ſo taken up with their 
theories about the rights of man, that they have totally forgot 
his nature. Without opening one new avenue to the under- 
ſtanding, they have ſucceeded in ſtopping up thoſe that lead 
to the heart. They have perverted in themſelves, and in thoſe 
that attend to them, all the well-placed ſympathies of the 
human breaſt. _. | | | 
This famous ſermon of the Old Jewry breathes nothing but 
this ſpirit through all the political part. Plots, maſſacres, 
aſſaſſinations, ſeem to ſome people a trivial price for obtaining 
a revolution. A cheap, bloodleſs reformation, a guiltleſs liber- 
ty, appear flat and vapid to their taſte. There mult be a great 
change of ſcene ; there muſt be a magnificent ſtage effect; 
there muſt be a grand ſpeRacle to rouſe the imagination, grown 
torpid with the lazy enjoyment of fixty years ſecurity, and the 
ſtill unanimating repoſe of public proſperity. The preacher 
found them all in the French revolution. This inſpires a juve- 
nile warmth through his whole frame. His enthuſiaſm Kindles 
as he advances; and when he arrives at his peroration, it is in 
a full blaze. Then viewing, from the Piſgah of his pulpit, 
the free, moral, happy, fouriſhing, and glorious ſtate of 
France, as in a bird-eye landſcape of a promiſed land, he breaks 
out into the following rapture : | 
„ What an eventful period is this! I am 2hankful that J 
& have lived to it; I could almoſt ſay, Lord, now letteft thou 
« thy ſervant depart in peace, for my eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. 
« 1 hare lived to ſee a dify/ron of knowledge, which has un- 
« dermined ſuperſtition and error.—I have lived to ſee „ce 
« richts of men better underſtood than ever; And the nations 
| | 66 panting 
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« panting for liberty which ſeemed to have loſt the idea of it.— 
« ] have lived to fee Thirty Millions of People, indignant and 
« reſolute, ſpurning at ſlavery, demanding liberty with an 


« jrrefiitible voice. T heir King led in triumph, and an arburary 0 


« monarch ſurrendering himſelf to his ſul jet. 

Before I proceed further, IJ have to remark, that Dr. Price 
ſeems rather to over-value the great acquiſitions of light which 
he has obtained and diffuſed in this age. The laſt century ap- 
pears to me to have been quite as much enlightened. It had, 
though in a different place, a triumph as memorable as that 
of Dr. Price; and ſome of the great preachers of that period 
partook of 1t as eagerly as he has done 1n the triumph of France. 
On the trial of the Rev. Hugh Peters for high treaſon, it was 
depoſed, that when King Charles was brought to London for 
his trial, the Apoſtle of Liberty in that day conducted the 
triumph. I faw,”' ſays the witneſs © his majeſty in the 
« coach with fix horſes, and Peters riding before the king 
« trjiumphing.”” Dr. Price, when he talks as if he had made a 
diſcovery, only follows a precedent; for, after the com- 
mencement of the king's trial, this precurſor, the ſame-Dr. 


Peters, concluding a long prayer at the royal chapel at White- 


hall (he had very triumphantly choien his place), ſaid, I 
have prayed and preached theſe twenty years; and now L 
“ may ſay with old Simeon, Lord, now letigſt thou thy ſervant 
% depart in peace, fer mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation f. Peters 
had not the fruits of his prayer ; for he neither departed ſo ſoon 
as he wiſhed, nor in peace. He became (what I heartily hope 
none of his followers may be in this country) himſelf a ſacrifice 
to the triumph which he led as pontiff. They dealt at the 
Reſtoratiqn, perhaps, too hardly with this poor good man. 
But we owe it to his memory and his ſufferings, that he had 
as much illumination and as much zeal, and had as effectually 
undermined all the ſuperſtition and error which might impede the. 
great butineſs he was engaged in, as any who follow and re- 
peat after him, in this age, which would aſſume to itſelf an 
exclufive title to the knowledge of the rights of men, and all the 
glorious conſequences of that knowledge. : 


Another of theſe reverend gentlemen, who was witneſs to ſome of the 
ſpectacles which Paris has lately exhibited - expreſſes himſelf thus, A ling 
* dragged in ſubiui ſive triumph by bis conquering ſeiljectæ is one of thoſe ap- 
« pearances of grandeur which ſeldom rife in the proſpect of human af- 
© fairs, and which, during the remainder of my life, I ſhall think of with 
5 eng and gratification.” Theſe gentlemen agree marvellouſly in their 

6 Dgs, \ | | : 
T State Trials, vol. ii, p. 360. 363. 
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Alfter this ſally of the preacher of the Old Jewry, which 
differs only in place and time, but agrees perfectly with the 
ſpirit and hs of the rapture of 1648, the Revolution Society, 
the fabricators of governments, the heroie band of caſbierers of 
monarchs, electors of ſovereigns, and leaders of kings in tri. 
umph, ſtrutting with a proud conſciouſneſs of the diffuſion 
of knowledge, of which every member had obtained ſo large 
a ſhare in the donative, were in haſte to make a generous 
diffuſion of the knowledge they had thus gratuitouſly received, 
To make this bountiful communication, they adjourned from 
the church in the Old Jewry to the London Tavern; where 
the ſame Dr. Price, in whom the fumes of his oracular tripod 
were not entirely evaporated, moved and carried the reſolution, 
or addreſs of congratulation, tranſmitted by Lord Stanhope to 
the National Aſſembly of France. 425 

I find a preacher of the goſpel prophaning the beautiful and 
prophetic ejaculation, commonly called “ nunc dimittis, made 
on the firſt preſentation of our Saviour in the Temple, and ap- 
plying it, with an inhuman and unnatural rapture, to the moſt 
horrid, atrocious, and afflicting ſpectacle, that perhaps ever 
was exhibited to the pity and indignation of mankind. This 
leading in triumph, a thing in its beſt form unmanly and 
wreligious, which fills our preacher with ſuch unhallowed 
tranſports, muſt ſhock, I believe, the moral taſte of every 
well-born mind. Several Engliſh were the ſtupified and indig- 
nant ſpectators of that triumph. It was (unleſs we have been 
ftrangely deeeived) a ſpectacle more reſembling a proceſſion of 
American ſavages, entering into Onondaga, after ſome of their 
murders called victories, and leading into hovels hung round 
with ſcalps, their captives, overpowered with the ſcoffs and 
buffets of women as ferocious as themſelves, much more than 
it reſembled the triumphal pomp of a civilized martial nation; 
—if a civilized nation, or any men who had a ſenſe of gere- 
rofity, were capable of a perſonal triumph over the fallen and 

afflicte. e | 72 3 
This, my dear Sir, was not the triumph of France. I mult 
believe that, as a nation, it overwhelmed you with ſhame and 
Horror, I mult believe that the National Aſſembly find them 
ſelves in a ſtate of the greateſt humiliation, in not being able to 
puniſh the authors of this triumph, or the actors in it; and 
that they are in a ſituation in which any enquiry they may 
make upon the ſubject, mult. be deſtitute even of the -appear- 
_ ance of liberty or impartiality. The apology of that A flembly 
zs, found ju their ſituation; but when ye approve what . 
6 E at 


"cz 


are ſurrounded by an army not raiſed either bythe authority 


hand, the polluted nonſenſe of their moſt hcentious and giddy 


Among theſe are found perſons, in compariſon of whom 


French Revolution, 55 
uf} bear, it is in us the degenerate choice of a vitiated 
With a compelled appearance of deliberation, they vote 
under the dominion of a ftern neceſſity. They fit in the heart, 
as it were, of a foreign republic : 'They have their refidence in 
a city whoſe conſtitution has emanated neither from the charter 
of their king, nor from their legiſlative. power. There they 


of their crown, or by their command; and which, if they 
ſhould order to diſſolve itſelf, would inſtantly diſſolve them. 
There they ſit, after a gang of aſſaſſins had driven away ſome 
hundreds of the members; whilſt thoſe who.-held-the ſame mode- 
rate principles, with more patience or better hope, continued 
every day expoſed to outrageous inſults and murderous threats. 
There a majority, ſometimes real, ſometimes pretended, captive 
itſelf, compels a captive king to iſſue as royal edicts, at third 


— 
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coffee-houſes. It is notorious, that all their meaſures are 
decided before they are debated. It is beyond doubt, that 
under the terror of the bayonet, and the lamp-poſt, and the 
torch to their houſes,. they are obliged to adopt all the crude 
and deſperate meaſures ſuggeſted by clubs compoſed of a 
monſtrous medley of all conditions, tongues, and nations. 


Catiline would be thought ſcrupulous, and Cethegus a man 
of ſobriety and moderation. Nor 3s 1t in theſe clubs alone that 
the public meaſures are deformed into monſters. They under- 
go a previous diftortion in academies, intended as ſo many 
ſeminaries for theſe clubs, which are ſet up in all the places of 
public reſort. In theſe meetings of all forts, every counſel, 
in proportion as it is daring and violent, and perfidious, is 
taken for the mark of ſuperior genius. Humanity and com- 
e are ridiculed as the frutits of ſuperſtition and ignorance. 

enderneſs to individuals is conſidered as treaſon to the public. 
Liberty is always to be eſtimated perfect as property is rendered 
inſecure. Amiqdſt aſſaſſination, maſſacre, and confiſcation, 
perpetrated or meditated, they are forming plans for the good 
order of future ſociety. Embracing in their arms the carcaſes 
of baſe criminals, and promoting their relations on the title of 
their offences, they drive hundreds of virtuous perſons to the 
fame end, by forcing them to ſubſiſt by beggary or by crime. 
Ihe Aſſembly, their organ, acts before them the farce of 
deliberation with as little decency as liberty. They act like 
the comedians of a fair before a riotous audience; they 5 
. amidit 
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amidſt the tumultuous cries of a mixed mob of ferocious mer, - 


and of women loſt to ſhame, who, according to their inſolent 


. fancies, direct, control, applaud, explode them; aud ſome- 


times mix and take their ſeats amongſt them; domineering 
over them with a {ſtrange mixture of lervile petulance and proud 
preſumptuous authority. As they have inverted order in all 
things, the gallery is in the place of the houſe. This Aſſem- 


4 bly, which oyertlirows kings and kingdoms, has not even the 
=  phyſhognomy and aſpect of a grave legiſlative body ue color 


imperii, nec frons erat ulla ſenatus. They have a power given 


to them, like that of the evil principle, to ſubvert and to de- 


ſtroy; but none to conſtruct, except ſuch machines as may be 
fitted for further ſubverſion and further deſtruction. 

Who is it that admires, and from the heart is attached to 
national repreſentative aſſemblies, but muſt turn with horror 
and diſguſt from ſuch a prophane, burleſque, and abominable 


perverſion of that ſacred inſtitute? Lovers of monarchy, lovers 
The members of your 


of republicks, muſt alike abhor it. 
Aſſembly muſt, themſelves groan under the tyranny of which 
they have all the ſhame, none of the direction, and little of the 


profit. I am ſure many of the members who compoſe even the 


majority of that body muſt feel as I do, notwithſtanding the 
applauſes of the Revolution Society. —Miſerable king! miſer- 
able Aſſembly! How mult that aſſembly be ſilently ſcandal- 
ized with thoſe of their members, who could call a day which 
ſeemed to blot the ſun out of Heaven, un beau jour * !” 
How muſt they be inwardly indignant at hearing others, who 
thought fit to declare to them, © that the veſſel of the State 
„ would fly forward in her courſe towards regeneration with 
“ more ſpeed than ever,” from the {ſtiff gale of treaſon and 
murder, ,which preceded our preacher's triumph! What muſt 
they have felt, whilit with outward patience and inward indig- 
nation they heard of the ſlaughter of innocent gentlemen in 


their houſes, that © the blood ſpilled was uot the mott pure? 


What muit they have felt, when they were beſieged by com- 
plaints of diſorders which ſhook their country to its founda- 
tions, at being compelled coolly to tell the complainants, that 
they were under the protection of the law, and that they would 
addreſs the king (the captive king) to cauſe the laws to be en- 
forced for their protection; when the enſlaved miniſters of that 
captive king had formally notified to them, that there were 


neither law, nor authority, nor power leſt to protect? What 
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| French Revolution. 57 
muſt they have felt at being obliged, as a felicitation on the 
preſent new year, to requeſt their captive king to forget the 
ſtormy period of the laſt, on account of the great good which 
he was likely to produce to his people; to the complete at- 
tainment of which good they adjourned the practical demon- 
ſtrations of their loyalty, aſſuring him of their obedience, when 
he ſhould no longer poſſeſs any authority te command? 
Vielding to reaſons, ſo fercible, the king of France wHl 
probably endeavour to forget theſe events. But hiſtory, who 
keeps a durable record of all our acts, and exerciſes her aweful 
cenjure over the proceedings of all forts of ſovereigns, will not 
forget, either thbſe events, or the æra of this liberal refinement 
in the intercourſe of mankind. Hiſtory will record, that on 
the morning of the 6th of October 1789, the king and queen 
of France, after a day of confuſion, alarm, diſmay, and ſlaugb- 
ter, lay down, under the pledged fecurity of public faith, to 
indulge nature in a few hours of reſpite, and troubled melan- 
choly repoſe. From this fleep the queen was firſt ſtartled by 
the voice of the centinel at her door, who cried out to her, to 
ſave herſelf by fliight—that this was the lat proof of fidelity he 
could give they were upon him, and he was dead. Inſtantly 
he was cut down. A band of cruel ruffians and aſſaſſins, reeking 
with his blood, ruſhed into the chamber of the queen, and 
pierced with an hundred ſtrokes off bayonets and ponrards the 
bed, from whence this perſecuted woman had but juſt time to 
fly almoſt naked, and through ways unknown to the murderers : 
had eſcaped to ſeek refuge at the feet of a king and huſband, . 
not ſeeure of his own life for a moment. | 
This king, and this queen, and their infant children (wlio 
once would have been the pride and hope of a great aid gene- 
rous people) were then forced to abandon the ſanctuary of the 
moſt ſplendid palace in the world, which they left ſwimming 
in blood, polluted by maſſacre, and ſtrewed with ſcattered 
limbs and mutilated carcaſes. Thence they were conducted 
into the capital of their kingdom. Two had been ſelected 
from the unprovoked, unreſiſted, promiſcuous laughter, which 
was made of the gentlemen of birth and family-who compoſed 
the king's body guard. Theſe two gentlemen, with* aH the 
parade of an execution of juſtice, were cruelly and publickly 
dragged to the block, and beheaded in the great court of the 
palace. Their heads were ſtuck upon ſpears, and led the 
proceſſton; whilſt the royal captives who followed in the train 
were ſlowly moved along, amidſt the horrid yells, and ſhrilling 
ſereams, and frantic dances, and infamous- contumelies, and all 
| a x the 
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58 Burke's Reflections on the 


the unutterable abominations of the furies of hell, in the 


abuſed ſhape of the vileſt of women. After they had been 
made. to taſte, drop by drop, more than the bitterneſs of death, 
in the flow torture of a journey of twelve miles, protracted to 


ſix hours; they were, under a guard compoſed of thoſe very 


ſoldiers who had thus conducted them through this famous 
triumph, lodged in one of the old palaces of Paris, now con- 
verted into a Baſtille for kings. - 

Is this a triumph to be conſecrated at altars? to be com- 
memorated with grateful thankſgiving ? to be offered to the 
divine humanity with fervent prayer and enthuſiaſtie ejacula- 
tion ?—Theſe J heban and Thracian Orgies, acted in France, 
ana applauded only in the Old Jewry, I aſſure you, Kindle 
propnetic enthuſiaſm in the minds but of very few people in this 


kingdom; although a ſaint and apoſtle, who may have revela- 


tions of his own, and who has ſo completely vanquiſhed all the 
mean ſuperſtitions of the heart, may incline to think it pious 
and decorous to compare it with the entrance into the world 
of the Prince of Peace, proclaimed in an holy temple by a 
venerable ſage, and not long before not worſe announced by 
the voice * angels to the quiet innocence of ſhepherds. 

At firſt I was at a loſs to account for this fit of unguarded 
tranſport. I knew, indeed, that the ſufferings of monarchs 


make a delicious repaſt te ſome ſort of palates. There were 
reflections which might ſerve to keep this appetite within ſome, 


bounds of temperance. But when I took one circumſtance 
into my conſideration, I was obliged to confeſs, that much 


allowance ought to be made for the ſociety, and that the 


temptation was too ſtrong for common diſcretion ; I mean the 
circu'sitance of the Is Pean of the triumph, the animating 


* cry which called “ for all the BISHOPS to be banged on the 


« lamp-poſts *,“ might well have brought forth a burſt of 
enthuſiaſm on the foreſeen conſequences of this happy day. 
I allow to ſo much enthuſiaſm ſome little deviation from pru- 
dence. I allow this prophet to break forth into hymus of 
Joy and thankigiving on an event which appears like the pre- 
curſor of the Millenium, and the projected fiſth monarchy, 
in the deſtruction of all church eſtabliſnments. There was, 
however (as in all human affairs there is), in the midſt of 
this joy ſomething to exerciſe the patience of theſe worthy 
gentlemen, and to try the long-ſuffering of their faith. The 
actual murder of the king and queen, and their child, was 
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wanting to the other auſpicious eircumſtances of this “ beauti- 


ful day. The actual murder of the biſhops, though called 
for by ſo many holy ejaculations, was alſo wanting. A group 
of regicide and ſacrilegious flaughter, was indeed boldly 
ſketched, but it was only ſketched.” It unhappily was left un- 
finiſhed in this great hiſtory- piece of the maſſacre of innocents, 
What hardy pencil of a great maſter, from the ſchool of the 
rights of men, will finiſh it, is to beſcen hereafter. The age 
has not yet the complete benefit of that diffuſion of knowledge 
that has undermined ſuperſtition and error; and the king of 
France wants another object or two to conſign to oblivion, 
in conſideration, of all the good which 1s to ariſe from his 


own ſufferings, and the patriotic crimes of an enlightened 


age *. 8 


Although 


* It is proper here to refer to a letter written upon this ſubject by an 
eye-witneſs. That eye-witneſs was one of the moſt honeſt, intelligent 
and eloquent members of the National Aſſembly, one of the moſt active 


and zealous reſormers of the State. He was obliged to ſecede from the 


aſſembly; and he afterwards became a voluntary exile, on account of the hor- 
rors of this pious triumph, and the diſpoſitions of men, who, profiting of 
crimes, if not cauſing them, have taken the lead in public affairs. 2 


EXTRACT of .M. de Lally Tollendal's Second Letter to a Friend. 


« Parlons du parti que j'ai pris; il eſib ien juſtifie dans ma conſcience. 
Ni cette ville coupable, ni cette ailemblee plus coupable encore, ne meri- 
tient que je me juſtifie; mais j'ai a cœur que vous, et les perſonnes qui pen- 
ſent comme vous, ne me condamnent pas. Ma ſanté, je vous jure, ime 
rendoit mes fonctions impoilibles; mais meme en les mettant de cotè il a 
etẽ au- deſſus de mes forces de ſupporter plus long- tems l' horreur que me 
cauſoit ce ſang, — ces tètes, -- cette reine preſque egorgée, — ce roi, —-amens 
e-lave,—entrant à Paris, au milieu de ſes aſlaſſins, et precede des tetes de 
les malheureux gardes.— Ces perfides janniſſaires, ces aſſaſſins, ces femmes 
cannibales, ce cri de, Tous LES EVEQUES A LA LANTERNE, dans le mo- 
ment ou le roi entre ſa capitale avec deux eveques de ſon conſcil dans fa 
voiture. Un coup de fil, que Jai vu tirer dans un des carofſes da la reine. 
M. Bailley appellant cela un beau jour. L'afſemblee ayant declare froide- 
ment le martin, qu'il n'{toit pas de ſa dignite d'aller toute ent ere envi- 
ronner le roi. M. Mirabeau diſant impunement dans cette aſſemblée, que 
le vaiſſeau de l'ẽtat, loins d' etre arrete dans ſa courſe, s elanceroit avec plus 
de rapidite que jamais vers ſa regeneration, M. Barnave, riant avec lui, 
quand des flots de ſang couloient autour de nous. Le vertueux Mounier * 
echappant par miracle a vingt aſiaſſins, qui avoient voulu faire de ſa tete 
un trophée de plus. : | 


n—___ 
* 


* N.B. Mr. Mounicr was then ſpealer of the National Aſſembly, He bas 
eee been obliged to live in exile, though one of the firmęſt afſertors of liberty. 
| : | : &« Voila 
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Go * Burke's Reflectaus on the 

Although this work of our new light and knowledge did not 
go to the length that in all probability it was intended it ſhould 
be carried, yet I muſt think, that ſuch treatment of any human 
creatures mult be ſhocking to any but thoſe who are made for 
accompliſhing Revolutions. But I cannot ſtop here. Influenced 


by the e feelings of my nature, and not being illuminated 


by a ſingle ray of this new-Iprung modern light, I confeſs 


Xo you, Sir, that the exalted rank of the perſons ſuffering, and 


particularly the ſex, the beauty, and the amiable qualities 
of the deſcendant of fo many kings and emperors, with the 
tender age of royal infants, inſenſible only through infancy and 
innocence of the cruel outrages to which their parents were 
expoſed, inſtead of being a ſubje& of exultaiion, adds not a 
little to my ſenſibility on that moſt melancholy occaſion. 
I hear that the auguſt perſon who was the principal object 
of our preacher's triumph, though he ſupported himſelf, felt 
much on that ſhameful occaſion. As a man, it became him 
to feel for his wife and his children, and the faithful guards of 
his perſon, that were mailacred in cold blood about him; as a 
rince, it became him to feel for the ſtrange and frightful trans- 
Ea of his civilized ſubjects, and to be more grieved for 


them than ſolicitous for himſelf. It derogates little from his 


fortitude, while it adds infinitely to the honour of his huma- 
nity. I am very ſorry to ſay it, very ſorry indeed, that ſuch 
perſons are in a ſituation in which it is not unbecoming in us 
to praiſe the virtues of the great. 


& Voila ce qui me fit jurer de ne plus mettre le pied dans cette cavernt 
d' Antropophages | the National Aſſembly], on je n'avois plus de force d' lever 
la voix, ou depuis fix ſemaines je Vavois elev e en vain. Moi, Mounier, 
et tous Jes honnètes gens, ont le dernier effort a faire pour le bien ctoit 
d'en ſortir. Aucune ide de crainte ne s' eſt approchẽe de moi. Je rougi- 
Tois de m' en defendre. J'avois encore recũ ſur la route de la part de ce 
peuple, moins coupable que ceux qui l'ont eni vr? de fureur, des acclama- 
tions, et des applaudiſſements, dont d' autres auroient te flattcs, et qui m'ont 
fait fremir. C'eſt a l'indignation, c'eſt a l'horreur, c'eſt aux convulſions 
phyſiques, que le ſeul aſpe du ſang me fait eprouver que j'ai ced>. On brave 
une ſeule mort; on Ja brave pluſteurs fois, quand elle peut etre utile. Mais 
aucune puiſſance ſous le Ciel, mais aucune opinion publique ou privce n'ont. 
le droit de me condamner a ſouffrir inutilement mille fupplices par minute, 
et a perir dẽſeſpoir, de rage, au milieu des triomphes, du crime que je n'ai 
pu arreter. Us me proſcriront, ils confiſqueront mes biens. Je labourerai 
Ja terre, et je ne les verrai plus. Voila ma juſtifleation. Vous pourrez la 
lire, la montrer, la laifler copier ;, tant pis pour ceux qui ne da compren- 
dront pas; ce ne ſera alors moi qui auroit eu tort de la leur donner.“ 

This military man had not ſo good ner ves as the peaceable gentleman o 
the Old Jewry.—Sce Monſ. Mounier's narrative of theſe tranſaQions; 3 
man alſo of honour and virtue, and talents, and thereſore a fugitive. 
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French Revolution. 61 
t I hear, and I rejoice to hear, that the great lady, the other 
4 object of the triumph, has borne that day (one is intereſted 
1 W that beings made for ſuffering ſhould ſuffer well), and that ſhe 
bears all the ſucceeding days, that ſhe bears the impriſonment 
( of her huſband, and her own captivity, and the exile of her 
(Wl friends, and the ipſulting adulation of addreſſes, and the 
whole weight of her accumulated wrongs, with a ſerene pa- 
tience, in a manner ſuited to her rank and race, and becoming 
the offspring of a ſovereign diſti *ruiſhed for her piety and her 
courage; that like her ſhe has lofty ſentiments; that ſhe feels 
with the dignity of a Roman matron; that in the laſt extre- 
mity ſhe will ſave herſelf from the laſt diſgrace ; and that if 
ſhe muſt fall, ſhe will fall by no 1gnoble hand.' 

It is now fixteen or ſeventeen years fince I ſaw the queen of 
France, then the dauphineſs, at Verſailles; and ſurely never 
k lighted on this orb, which ſhe hardly ſeemed to touch, a more 
- MW delightful viſion. I ſaðè her juſt above the horizon, decorating 
and cheering the elevated ſphere ſhe juſt began to move in,— 
glittering like the morning-ſtar, full of life, and ſplendor, and 
- Joy. Oh! what a revolution! and what an heart mult I have, 
to contemplate without emotion that elevation and that fall! 
Little did I dream when ſhe added titles of venera.'on to thoſe 
of enthuſiaſtic, diſtant, reſpectful love, that ſhe ſhould ever be 
obliged to carry the ſharp antidote againſt diſgrace concealed 
in that boſom: ; little did [ dream that I ſhould have lived to 
ſee ſuch diſaſters fallen upon her in a nation of gallant men, in 
ea nation of men of honour and of cavaliers. I thought ten 
thouſand ſwords muſt have leaped from their ſcabbards to 
it avenge. even a look that threatened her with inſult.— But the 
;- MW age of chivalry is gone. —That of ſophiſters, œconomiſts, and 
calculators, has ſucceeded ;. and the glory of Europe is extm- 
guiſhed for ever. Never, never more, ſhall we behold that 
generous loyalty to rank and ſex, that proud ſubmiffion, that 
6 dignified , obedience, that ſubordination of the heart, which 
i kept alive, even in ſervitude itſelf, the ſpirit of an exalted frec- 
. dom. The unbought grace of life, the cheap defence of na- 

tions, the nurſe o _—_— ſentiment and heroic enterprize is 
il gone! It is gone, that ſenſibility of principle, that chaſtity 
a of honour, which felt a ſtain like a wound, which inſpired 
- courage whilſt it mitigated ferocity, which ennobled whatever 
it touched, and under which vice itſelf has loſt half its evil, by 
: loſing all its grofineſs. ;'L 5: poo t 
Why, do I feel ſo differently from the Reverend Dr. Price, 
and thoſe of his lay flock, = will chooſe to adopt the ſenti- 


ments 
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- ments of his diſcourſe ?—For this plain reaſon—hecauſe it is 
natural ] ſhould ; becauſe we are ſo made as to be affected at 
- ſuch ſpectacles with melancholy ſentiments upon the unſtable 
: condition of mortal proſperity, and the tremenduous uncertainty 
of human greatneſs ; becauſe in thoſe natural feelings we learn 
great leſſons ; becauſe in events like theſe our paſſions inſtruct 
- our reaſon ; becauſe when kings are hurled from their thrones 
by the Supreme Director of this great drama, and become the 
objects of inſult to the baſe, and of pity to the good, we he- 
Hold ſuch diſaſters in the moral, as we ſhould behold a miracle 
in the phyſical order of things. We are alarmed into re- 
flection: Our minds (as it has long fince been obſerved) are pu- 
rified by terror and pity ; our weak unthinking pride 1s hum- 
bled, under the diſpenſations of a myſterious wiſdom. 

But the Reverend Paſtor exults in this © leading in tri- 
% umph,” becauſe truly Louis XVI. was © an arbitrary mo- 
c narch;” that is, in other words, neither more nor leſs, 
than becauſe he was Louis the XVIth, and becauſe he had the 
misfortune to be born king of France, with the prerogatives 
of which, a long line of anceſtors, and a long acquieſcence of 
the people, without any act of his, had put him in poſſeſſion. 
A misfortune it has indeed turned out to him, that he was 
born king of France. But misfortune is not crime, nor is 
indiſcretion always the greateſt guilt. I ſhall never think that 
a prince, the acts of whoſe whole reign were a ſeries of con- 
ceſſions to his ſubjects, who was willing to relax his authority, 
to remit his prerogatives, to call his people to a ſhare of free- 
dom, not known, perhaps not deſired, by their anceſtors ; ſuch 
a prince, though he ſhould be ſubject to the common frailties 
attached to men and to prinees, though he ſhould have once 
thought it neceſſary to provide force againft the deſperate de- 
ſigns manifeſtly carrying on againſt his perſon, and the rem- 
nants of his authority; though all this ſhould be taken into 
conſideration, I ſhall be led with great difficulty to think he 
. deſerves the cruel and inſulting triumph of Paris, and of Dr. 
- Price. I tremble for the cauſe of liberty, from ſuch an exam- 
ple to kings. I tremble for the cauſe of humanity, in the un- 


puniſhed outrages of the moſt wicked of mankind. But 


there are ſome people of that low and degenerate faſhion of 
mind, that they look up with a ſort of complacent awe and 
admiration to kings, who know to keep firm in their ſeat, to 
hold a ſtrict hand over their ſubjects, to aſſert their preroga- 
tive, and by the awakened vigilance of a ſevere deſpotiſm 


to guard againſt the very firſt approaches of freedom. 1 
„ ſuc 
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ſuch as theſe they never elevate their voice. Deſerters 
from principle, liſted with fortune, they never ſee any 
good in ſuffering virtue, nor any crime in proſperous uſur- 

ation. | = 5 „ 
g If it could have been made clear to me, that the king and 
queen of France (thoſe I mean who were ſuch before the tri- 
umph) were inexorable and cruel tyrants, that they had 
formed a deliberate ſcheme for maſſacreing the National Aſ- 
ſembly (J think J have ſeen ſomething like the latter inſinu- 
ated in certain publications), I ſhould think their captivity juſt. 
If this be true, much more ought to have been done, but done, 
in my opinion, in another manner. Nhe puniſhment of real 
tyrants is a noble and aweful act offfuſtice ; and it has with 
truth been ſaid to be conſolatory to the human mind. But if 
I were to puniſh a wicked king, I ſhquld regard the dignity in 
nenging the crime. Juſtice is grave and decorous, and in its 
puniſhments rather ſeems to ſubmit to a neceſſity, than to make 
a choice. Had Nero, or Agrippina, or Louis the Eleventh, 
or Charles the Ninth, been the ſubject; if Charles the 
Twelfth of Sweden, after the murder of Patkul, or his pre- 
deceſſor Chriſtina, after the murder of Monaldeſchi, had fallen 
into your hands, Sir, or into mine, I am ſure our conduct 
would have been different. „ 9 

If the French King, or King of ine French (or by what- 
ever name he is known in the new*vetabulary of your conſti- 
tution), has in his own perſon, and that of his Queen, really 
deſerved theſe unavowed but unavenged murderous attempts, 
and thoſe ſubſequent indignities more cruel than murder, ſuch 
a perſon would ill deſerve even that ſubordinate executory truit, 
which I underſtand is to be placed in him; nor is he fit to be 
called chief in a nation which he has outraged and oppreſſed. 
A worſe choice for ſuch an office in a. new commonwealth, ' 
than that of a depoſed tyrant, could not poſſibly be made, 
But to degrade and inſult a man as the worſt of criminals, and 
alterwards to truſt him in your higheſt concerns, as a faithful, 
honeſt, and zealous ſervant, is not conſiſtent in reaſoning, nor 
prudent in policy, nor "ſafe in practice. Thoſe who could 
make ſuch an appointment miift-be guilty of a more flagrant 
breach of truſt than any they have yet committed againſt the 
people. As this is the only crime in which your leading poh- 
tieians could have acted inconſiſtently, I conclude that there 
$10 fort of ground for theſe horrid inſinuations. I think no 
better of all the other calumnies. : 
In England we give no credit to them. We are gene- 
1 | „ rous 
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rous enemies: We are faithful allies. We ſpurn from us with 
diſguſt and indignation the ſlanders of thoſe who bring us their 
anecdotes with the atteſtation of the flower-de-luce on their 
fhoulder. We have Lord George Gordon faſt in Newgate ; 
and neither his being. a public proſelyte to Judaiſm, nor his 
having, in his zeal againſt Catholick prieſts and all ſort of 
eccleſiaſtics, raifed a mob. which pulled down all our priſons, 
have preſerved to him a liberty, of which he. did not render 
himſelf worthy by a virtuous uſe of it. We have rebuilt 
Newgate, and tenanted the manſion. We have priſons almoſt 
as ſtrong as the Baſtile, for thoſe who dare to libel the queens of 
France. In this ſpiritual retreat, let the noble libeller remain, 

Let him there meditate on his Thalmud, until he learns a 
conduct more becoming his birth and parts, and not ſo diſ- 

gaceful to the antient religion to which he has become a pro- 
elyte; or until ſome perſons. from your fide of the water, to 
pleaſe your new Hebrew brethren, ſhalkranſom him. He may 
then be enabled to urchaſe, with the old hoards of the · ſyna· 
gogue, and a very ſmall poundage, on łhe long compound in- 
tereſt of the thirty pieces of filver (Dr. Price has ſhewn us 
what miracles compound intereſt will perform in 1790 years) 
the lands which are lately diſcovered to have been uſurped by 
the. Gallican church. Send us your. popiſh Archbiſhop of 
Paris, and we will ſend. you our proteſtant Rabbin. We ſhall 


treat the, perſon you ſend. ug in exchange like a gentleman and 


an honeſt man, as he is; but. pray let him bring with him the 
fund of his hoſpitalit y, bounty, and charity; and, depend 
upon it, we hall never confiſcate a ſhilling of chat honourable 
and pious, fund, nor think. of enriching. the treaſury, with the 
Tails of the paormbhos...:. 7... .; 2 eh. x 

I almott venture to affirm, that not one in a hundred amongſt 
us participates. in the triumph”? of the Revolution Society. 
IF the king and queen of France, and their children, were to 
fall into our hands by the chance of war, in the moſt acrimo- 
nious of all hoſtilities (I deprecate ſuch an event, I deprecate 
_ ſuch hoſtility), they would be treated with another fort of tri- 
umphal entry into London. We formerly have had a king of 
France in that fituation ; you have read how he was treated by 
the victor in the field ; and in what manner he was afterwards 
received in England. Four hundred years have gone over us; 
but I believe we are not materially changed ſincè that period. 
Thanks to our ſullen reſiſtance to innovation, thanks to the 

c uggiſhneſs of our national character, we {till bear the 


ff ip of our forefathers. We have not (as I conceive) 9 
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the generoſity and dignity of thinking of the fourteenth cen- 
tury ; nor as yet have we ſubtilized ourſelves into ſavages. 
We are not the converts of Rouſſeau; we are not the diſciples 
of Voltaire; Helvetius has made no progreſs amongſt us. 
Atheiſts are not our preachers; madmen are not our lawgivers.- 
We know that wwe have made no diſcoveries; and we think: 
that no diſcoveries are to be made, in morality; nor many in 
the great principles of government, nor in the ideas of liberty, 
which were underſtood long before we were born, altogether 
as well as they will be. after the grave has heaped its mould 
upon our preſumption, and the Rent” tomb ſhall have impoſed 
its law on our pert loquacity. In England we have not yet 
been completely embowelled of our natural entrails; we tilt 
feel within us, and we cheriſh and cultivate, thoſe inbred ſen- 
ments which are the faithful guardians, the active monitors of 
our duty, the true ſupporters of all liberal and manly morals. 
We have not been drawn and trufſed, in order that we may be 
filled, like ſtuffed birds in a muſeum, with chaff and rags, and 
paltry, blurred ſhreds of paper about the rights of man. We 

reſerve the whole of our feelings ſtill native and entire, un- 
ſophiſticated by pedantry and infidelity. We have real hearts 
of fleſh and blood beating in our boſoms. We fear God; we 
look up with awe to kings; with affection to parliaments; 
with duty to magiſtrates; with reverence to prieſts; and with 
reſpe& to nobility. Why ? Becauſe when ſuch ideas are 
brought before our minds, it is natural to be fo affected; becauſe 
all other feelings are falſe and ſpurious, and tend to corrupt our 
minds, to vitiate our primary morals, to render us unfit for 
rational liberty; and by teaching us a ſervile, licentious, and 
abandoned inſolence, to be our low- ſport for a few holidays, 
to make us perfectly fit for, and juſtly deſerving of ſlavery, 


through the whole courſe of our lives. 1 
Vou ſee, Sir, that in this enlightened age I am bold enough 
to confeſs, that we are generally men of untaught feelings; 
that inftead of caſting away all our old prejudices, we cheriſh 
them to a very conſiderable degree, and, to take more ſhame 
to ourſelves, we cheriſh them becauſe they are prejudices; 
and the longer they have laſted, and the more genera they 
have prevailed, the more we cheriſh them. We are afraid to 
put men to live and trade each on his own private ſtock of 
reaſon; becauſe we ſuſpect that this ſtock in each man is ſmall, 
and that the individuals would do better to avail themſelves of 
the general bank and capital of nations, and of agen; HfHHany 
of our men of ſpeculation, inſtead of exploding genen pre- 
7 | „ judices, 
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Judices, [employ their ſagacity to diſcover the latent wiſdom 
which prevails in them. If they find what they ſeek, and 
they ſeldom fail, they think it more wiſe to continue the pre- 
judice, with the reaſon involved, than to caft away the coat 
of prejudice, and to Jeaye nothing but the naked reaſon ; be- 
cauſe prejudice, with its reaſon, has a motive to give action 
to that reaſon, and an affection which will give it permanence, 
Prejudice is of ready application in the emergency; it previ- 
ouſly engages the mind in a fteady courſe of wiſdom and vir- 
tue, and does not leave the man hefitating in the moment of 
deciſion, ſceptical, puzzled, and unreſolved. Prejudice ren- 
ders a man's virtue his habit; and not a ſeries of unconnected 
acts. Through juſt prejudice, his duty becomes a part of his 
nature. 1 | TID | 


Your literary men, and your politicians, and ſo do the 


whole clan of the enlightened among us, eſſentially differ in 
_ theſe points. They have no refpe& for the wiſdom of others; 
but they pay it off by a very full meaſure of confidence in their 
_ own. With them, it is a ſufficient motive to deſtroy an old 
icheme of things, becauſe it is an old one. As to the new, 
chey are in no ſort of fear with regard to the duration of a 
building run up in haſte; becauſe duration is no object to 
thoſe who think little or nothing has been done before their 
time, and who place all their hopes in diſcovery. They con- 
ceive, very ſyſtematically, that all things which give perpe- 
_ taity are miſchievous, and therefore they are at inexpiable war 
with all eftabliſhments. They think that government may vary 
like modes of dreſs, and with as little ill effect. That there 
needs no principle of attachment, except a ſenſe of preſent 
conveniency, to any conſtitution of the State. They always 
ſpeak as if they were of opinion that there is a fingular ſpe- 
cies of compact between them and their magiſtrates, which 
binds the magiſtrate, but which has nothing reciprocal in it; 
put that the majeſty of the people has a right to diſſolve it 
without any reaſon, but its will. Their attachment to their 
country itſelf, is only fo far as it agrees with ſome of their 
-Heeting projects; it begins and ends with that ſcheme of polity 
_which-falls in with their momentary opinion. wh 
_ ©; Lhefe doctrines, or rather ſentients, ſeem rather prevalent 
with. your new ftateſmen. But they are wholly different from 
thoſe on which we have always acted in this country. 
I hear it is ſometimes given out in France, that what is doing 
among you is after the manner of England. I beg leave to 
_ aflirm, that ſcarcely any thing done with you has originated 
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from the practice or the prevalent opinions of this people, 
either in the act or in the ſpirit of the proceeding. Let me 
add, that we are as unwilling to learn theſe leſſons from France, + 
as we are ſure that we never taught them to that nation The 


cabals here who take a fort of ſhare in your tranſactions as yet 


confift but of an handful of, people. If unfortunately by their 
intrigues, their ſermons, their publications, and by a confi- 
dence derived from an expected union with the counſels and 
forces of the French nation,” they ſhould draw conſiderable: 
numbers into their faction, and in conſequence ſhould ſeriouſly 
attempt any thing here in imitation of what has been done 
with you, the event, I dare venture to propheſy, will be, 
that, with ſome trouble to their country, they will ſoon ac- 
compliſh their own deſtruction. This people refuſed to change 


their law in remote ages, from reſpe& to the infallibility of 


popes; and they will not now alter it from a pious implicit faith 
m the dogmatiſm of philoſophers; though the former was 
armed with the anathema and cruſade, and though the latter 
ſhould act with libel and the lamp- iron. E un cin 

Formerly your affairs were your on concern only. We 
felt for them as men; but we kept aloof from them, becauſe 
we were not citizens of France. But when we ſee the model 
held up to ourſelves, we muſt feel as-Enghſhmen, and feeling, 
we mult provide as Engliſhmen. Your affairs, in ſpite of us, 
are made a part of our intereſt; ſo far at leaſt as to keep at a 
diſtance your panacea, or your plague. If it be a panacea, we 
do not want it; we know the: confequences of unneceſſary 
phyſic. If it be a plague, it is ſuch a plague, that the pre- 
cautions of the moſt ſevere quarrantine ought to be eſtabliſhed 
againſt it. | 


+ I hear on all hands that a cabal, calling itſelf philoſophic, 


receives the glory of many of the late proceedings; and that 
their opinions and ſyſtems are the true actuating ſpirit of the 
whole of them. I have heard of no party in England, lite- 
rary or political, at any time, known by ſuch a deſcription. 
It is not with you compoſed of thoſe men, is it? whom the 
vulgar, in their blunt, homely ſtyle, commonly call Atheiſts 
and Infidels? If it be, I admit that we too have had writers 
of that deſcription, who made ſome noiſe in their day. At 
preſent they repoſe in laſting oblivion. Who, born within 
the laſt forty years, has read one word of Collins, and Toland, 
and Tindal, and Chubb, and Morgan, and that whole race who 
called themſelves Freethinkers? Who now reads Bolingbroke? 
Who ever read him through? Aitk the bookſellers of * 
100 „ | | ON 
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don what is become of all theſe lights of the world. In as 


few years their few ſucceſſors will go to the family vault of 
“all the Capulets.. But whatever they were, or are, with us, 


they were and are wholly unconnected individuals. With ug 


they kept the common nature of their kind, and were not 

regarious. They never acted in corps, nor were known as a 
faction in the State, nor preſumed to influence, in that name or 
character, or for the purpoſes of ſuch a faction, on any of our 


public concerns. Whether they ought ſo to exiſt, and ſo be 


permitted to act, is another queſtion. As ſuch cabals have not 
exiſted in 1 ſo neither has the ſpirit of them had any 
influence in eſtabliſhing the original frame of our conſtitution, 


or in any one of the ſeveral reparations and improvements it 


has undergone. The whole has been done under the auſpices, 
and is confirmed by the ſanctions of religion and piety. The 
whole has emanated from the ſimplicity of our national cha- 


racter, and from a ſort of native plainneſs and directneſs of 


underſtanding, which for a long time characterized thoſe men 
who have ſucceſſively obtained authority amongſt us. This 
diſpoſition ſtill remains, at leaſt in the great body of the 
people. | Thy 2 2s „ 

We know, and, what is better, we feel inwardly, that reli- 
gion is the baſis of civil ſociety, and the ſource of all good and 
of all comfort . In England we are ſo convinced of this, 
that there is no ruſt of ſaperſtition, with which the accumu- 


lated abſurdity of the human mind might have cruſted it over 


in the courſe of ages, that ninety-nine in an hundred of the 
people of England would not prefer to impiety. We fhall 
never be ſuch fools as to call in an enemy to the ſubſtance of 
any ſyſtem to remove its corruptions, to ſupply its defects, or 
to perfect its conſtruction. If our religious tenets ſhould ever 
want a further elucidation, we ſhall not call on Atheiſm to 
explain them. We ſhall not light up our temple from that un- 
hallowed fire. It will be illuminated with other lights. It 
will be perfumed with other incenſe, than the infectious ſtuff 
which is imported by the ſmugglers of adulterated metaphy- 


ſics. If our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment ſhould want a reviſion, 


it is not avarice or rapacity, public or private, that we ſhall 
employ for the audit, or receipt, or application of its conſe- 


crated revenue.—Violently condemning neither the Greek nor 
the Armenian, nor, fince heats are ſubſided, the Roman ſyſ- 


tem of religion, we prefer the Proteſtant; not becauſe we 


think it has leſs of the Chriſtian religion in it, but becauſe, in 


* Vide Cic. de Legibus, l. 2. [SER 


our 
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our judgment, it has more. We are Proteſtants, not from in- 
difference but from zeal. „ 
We know, and it is our pride to know, that man is by his 
conſtitution a religious animal; that Atheiſm is againſt, net 
only our reaſon but our inſtincts; and that it cannot prevail 
long. But if, in the moment of riot, and in a drunken deli- 
rium from the hot ſpirit drawn out of the alembick of hell, 
which in France is now ſo furioufly boiling, we ſhould unco- 
ver our nakedneſs by throwing off that Chriſtian religion which 
has hitherto been. our boaſt and comfort, and one great ſource 


of civilization amongſt us, and among many other nations, we 


are apprehenſive (being well aware that the mind will not en- 
dure a void) that ſome uncouth, pernicious, and degrading ſu- 
perſtition, might take place of it. | 5 | 2 
For that reaſon, before we take from our eſtabliſhment the 
natural human means of eſtimation, and give it up to con- 
tempt, as you have done, and in doing it have incurred the 


penalties you well deſerve to ſuffer, we deſire that ſome other 


may be preſented to us in the place of it. We ſhall then form 


our judgment. 7 e 
On theſe ideas, inſtead of quarrelling with eſtabliſnments, 
as ſome do, who have made a philoſophy and a religion of their 
hoſtility to ſuch inftitutions, we cleave clofely to them. 
are reſolved to keep an eſtabliſhed church, an eſtabliſned mo- 


narchy, an. eftabliſhed ariſtocracy, and an eſtabliſhed demo- 


1 ſhall | 


cracy, each in the degree it exiſts, and in no greater. 
ſhew you preſently how much of each of theſe we potfeſs. - 


It has been the misfortune (not as theſe gentlemen think it, 


the glory) of this age, that every thing is to be difcuſſed, as 
if. the eonſtitution of our country were to be always a ſubject 
rather of altereation than enjoyment. 


ture to trouble you with a few thoughts upon each of thefe 
eſtabliſnments. 


eommiſſioners to examine the beſt conſtit 
their reaen 


Firſt, I beg leave to ſpeak of our church eſtabliſhment, . 
which is the firſt of our prejudices, not a prejudice deſtitute 
of reaſon, but involving in it profound and extenfive wiſdom. 


I ſpeak of it firſt. It is firit, and laſt, and midſt in our minds. 
For, taking ground on that religious ſyſtem, of which we are 


and 


now in poſſeſſion, we continue to act on the early received, 


We 


For this reafon, as well 
as for the ſatisfaction of thoſe among you (if any ſuch you 
have among you) who may wiſh to profit of examples, I ven- 


I do not think they were unwiſe in ancient 
Rome, who, when they wiſhed to new-model their laws, ſent 
uted republics within 
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and uniformly continued ſenſe of mankind. That ſenſe not 
only, like a wiſe architect, hath built up the auguſt fabric of 
States, but like a provident proprietor, to preſerve the ſtrue- 
ture from prophanation and ruin, as a facred temple, purged 
from all the impurities of fraud, and violence, and injuſtice, 
and tyranny, hath ſolemnly and for ever conſecrated the 
commonwealth, and all that officiate in it. This conſecra- 
tion is made, that all who adminiſter in the government of 
men, in which the ſtand in the perſon of God himſelf, ſhould 
have high änd worthy notions of their function and deſtina- 
tion; that their hope ſhould be full of immortality ; that they 
ſhould not look to the paltry pelf of the moment, nor to the 
temporary and tranſient praiſe of the vulgar, but to a ſolid, - 
permanent exiſtence, in the permanent part of their nature, 
and to a permanent fame and glory, in the example they leave 
as a rich inheritance to the world. „ 5 
Such ſublime principles ought to be infuſed into perſons of 
exalted ſituations; and religious eſtabliſhments provided, that 
may continually revive and enforce them. Every ſort of moral, 
every ſort of civil, every ſort of politic inſtitution, aiding - 


| the rational and natural ties that connect the human under- 


ſtanding and affections to the divine, are not more than ne- 
ceſſary, in order to build up that wonderful ſtructure, Man 
whoſe prerogative it is, to be in a great degree a creature of 
his own making, and who, when made as he ought to be made, 
is deſtined to hold no trivial place in the creation. But when- 
ever man 1s put over men, as the better nature ought ever to. 
preſide, in that caſe more particularly, he ſhould as nearly as 
poſlible be approximated to his perfection. 

The conſecration of the State, by a States religious eſta- 
bliſhment, is neceſſary alſo to operate with an wholeſome awe 
upon free citizens; becauſe, in order to ſecure their freedom, 
they muſt enjoy ſome determinate portion of power. To 
them, therefore, a religion connected with the State, and 
with their duty towards it, becomes even more neceſſary than 
in ſuch ſocieties, where the people by the terms of their 
ſubjection are confined to private ſentiments, and the ma- 
nagement of their own family concerns. All perſons poſ- 
ſeſfing any portion of power ought to be ſtrongly and awe- 
fully impreſſed with an idea that they act in truſt and that 
they are to account for their conduct in that truſt to the one 
Great Maſter, Author and Founder of ſociety. 

This principle ought even to be more ſtrongly impreſſed 


| upon the minds of thoſe who compoſe the collective ſove- 


reignty 


j 
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reignty, than upon thoſe of ſingle princes. Without inſtru- 
ments theſe princes ean do nothing. Whoever uſes inſtru- 
ments in finding helps, finds alſo impediments. Their power 
is, therefore, by no means complete; nor are they ſafe in ex- 
treme abuſe. Such perſons, however elevated by flattery, 
arrogance, and ſelf-opinion, muſt be ſenſible that, whether 
covered or not by poſitive law, in ſome way or other they are 
' accountable even here for the abuſe of their truſt. If they are 
not cut off by a rebellion of their people, they may be 
ſtrangled by the very Janiſſaries kept for their ſecurity againſt 
all other rebellion. Thus we have ſeen the king of France ſold 
by his ſoldiers for an increaſe of pay. But where popular au- 
thority is abſolute and unreſtrained, the people have an infi- 
nitely greater, becauſe a far better founded confidence in their 
own power. They are themſelves, in a great meaſure, their 
own inſtruments. They are nearer to their objects. Beſides, 
they are leſs under reſponſibility to one of the greateſt con- 
trolling powers on earth, the ſenſe of fame and eſtimation. 
The ſhare of infamy that is likely to fall to the lot of each 
individual in public acts, is ſmall indeed; the operation of 
opinion being in the. inverſe ratio to the number of thoſe who 
abuſe power. Their own approbation of their own acts has 
to them the appearance of a public judgment in their favour. 
A perfect democracy is therefore the moſt ſhameleſs thing in the 
world. As it is the moſt ſhameleſs, it is alſo the moſt fearleſs. 
No man apprehends in his perſon he can be made ſubje& to 
puniſhment. Certainly the people at large never ought : For 
as all puniſhments are for example towards the conſervation of 
the people at large, the people at large can never become the 
ſubje& of puniſhment by any human hand. It is, therefore, of 
infinite importance that they ſhould not be ſuffered to imagine, 
that their will, any more than that of kings, is the ſtandard 
of right and wrong. They ought to be perſuaded that they 
are full as little entitled, and far leſs qualified with ſafety to 
themſelves, to uſe any arbitrary power whatſoever ; that, 
therefore, they are not, under a falſe ſhew of liberty, but, in_ 
truth, to exerciſe an unnatural inverted domination, tyranni- 
cally to exact from thoſe who officiate in the State, not an 
entire devotion to their intereſt, which is their right, but an 
abje& ſubmiſſion to their occafional will; extinguiſhing thereby, 
in all thoſe who ſerve them, all moral principle, all ſenſe of 
dignity, all uſe of judgment, and all confiſteney of character, 
whilſt by the very . proceſs they give themſelves up a pro- 
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per; a ſuitable, but a moſt contemptible prey to the ſervile 
ambition of popular ſycophants or courtly flatterers. 
When the people have emptied themſelves of all the luſt of 


elfi will, which without religion it is utterly impoſlible 


they ever ſhould, when they are conſcious that they exerciſe, 
and exerciſe perhaps in an higher link of the order of delega- 
tion, the power, which to be legitimate mult be according to 
that eternal immutable law, in which will and reaſon are the 
fame, they will be more careful how they place power in baſe 
and incapable hands. In their nomination to office, they will 
not appoint to the exerciſe of authority, as to a pitiful job, 


but as to an holy function; not according to their ſordid ſel- 


fiſh intereſt, nor to their wanton caprice eor to their arbitrary 


will;; but they will confer that power (which any man may 
well tremble to give or to receive) on thoſe only, in whom 


they may diſcern that predominant proportion of active virtue 


and wiſdom, taken together and fitted to the charge, ſuch as 


in the great. and inevitable mixed maſs of human imperfec- 


tions and infirmities is to be found. + + 15 
When they are habitually convinced that no evil can be ac- 
ceptable, either in the act or the permiſſion, to him whoſe 
eſlence is good, they will be better able to extirpate out of the 
minds of all magiſtrates, civil, eceleſiaſtical, or military, any 


thing that bears the lealt reſemblance to a proud and lawleſs 


* — 


domination. 1 4 F 
But one of the firſt and moſt leading principles on which the 


commonwealth and the laws are conſecrated is leſt the tem- 


porary poſſeſſors and life-renters in it, unmindful of what they 


the human intellect, which, with all its deſects, redundancies, 


have received from their anceſtors, or of what is due to their 
poſterity, ſhould act as if they were the entire maſters; that 
they ſhould not think it among? their rights to cut off the 
entail, or commit waſte on the 1uheritance, by deſtroying at 
their pleaſure the whole original fabric of their ſociety; ha- 


zarding to leave to thoſe who come after them. a; ruin ' inſtead 


of an habitation —and teaching theſe ſucceſſors as little to 
reſpe& their contrivances, - as they had themſelyes reſpected 


the inſtitutions of their forefathers. By this unprincipled fa- 
eility of changing the State as often, and as much, and in as 


many ways, as there are floating fancies. or faſhions, the whole 
chain and continuity of the commonwealth would be broken. 


No one generation could link with the others Men would be- 
come little better than the flies f a ſummer. 


% 


And firſt of all, the ſcience. of juriſprudence, the pride of 
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and errors, is the collected reaſon of ages, combining the 
principles of original juſtice with the infinite variety of human 
concerns, as a heap of, old exploded errors, would be no 
longer ſtudied. Perſonal ſelf-ſufficiency and arrogance (the 
certain attendants upon all thoſe who have never experienced a 
wiſdom greater than their own) would uſurp the tribunal. Of 
courſe, no certain laws, eftabliſhing invariable grounds of hope 
and fear, would keep the actions of men in a certain courſe, 
or direct them to a certain end. Nothing ſtable in the modes 
of holding property, or exerciſing function, could form a 
ſolid ground on which any parent could ſpeculate in the edu- 
cation of his offspring, or in a choice for their future eſtabliſh- 
ment in the world. No principles would be early worked into 
the habits. As ſoon as the moſt able inſtructor had com- 
pleted his laborious courſe of inſtitution, inſtead of ſending 
forth his pupil accompliſhed in a virtuous diſcipline fitted to 
procure him attention and reſpect in his place in ſociety, 
he would find every thing altered ; and that he had turned out 
a poor creature to the contempt and deriſion of the world, 
ignorant of the true yum of eſtimation. Wha would in- 
{ure a tender and delicate ſenſe of honpur to beat almoſt with 
the firſt pulſes of the heart, when no man could know what 
would be the teſt of honour in a nation continually varying 
the ſtandard of its coin? No part of life would retain its ac- 
quiſitions. Barbariſm with regard to ſcience and literature, 
unſkilfulneſs with regard to arts and manufactures, would in- 
fallibly ſucceed to the want of a ſteady education and ſettled 
principle; and thus the commonwealth itſelf would, in a few 
generations, crumble away, be diſconnected into the duſt and 
powder of individuality, and at length diſperſed to all the 
winds of heaven. 3 | | 
To avoid, therefore, the evils of inconſtancy and verſati- 
lity, ten thouſand times worſe than thoſe of obſtinacy and the 
blindeſt prejudice, we have conſecrated the State, that no man 
ſhould approach to look into its defects or corruptions but 
with due caution ; that he ſhould never dream of beginning 
its reformation by its ſubverſion ; that he ſhould approach to the 
faults of the State as to the wounds of a father, with pious awe 
and trembling ſolicitude. By this wiſe prejudice we are taught 
to look with horror on thoſe children of their country who 
are prompt rafhly to hack that aged parent in pieces, and put 
him into the kettle of 3 in hopes that by ther por:un- 
i |  Ou8 
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ous weeds, and wild incantations, they may regenerate the 
paternal conſtitution, and renovate their father's life. 

Society is, indeed, a contract. Subordinate contracts for 
objects of mere occaſional intereſt may be diſſolved at plea. 
ſure but the State ought not to be conſidered as nothing bet. 
ter than a partnerſhip agreement in a trade of pepper and 
coffee, callico or tobacco, or ſome other ſuch low concern, to 
be taken up for a little temporary intereſt, and to he diſſolved 
by the fancy of the parties. It is to be looked on with other 
reverence ; becauſe it is not a a og in things ſubſer. 
vient only to the groſs animal exif 
periſhable nature. It is a partnerſhip in all ſcience; a part- 
nerſhip in all art; a partnerſhip in every virtue, and in all per- 
fection. As the ends of ſuch a partnerſhip cannot be ob- 
tained in many generations, it becomes a partnerſhip not only 
between thoſe who are living, but between thoſe who are liv. 
ing, thoſe who are dead, and thoſe who are to be born. Each 
contract of each particular State is but, a clauſe in the great 
primeval contract of eternal ſociety, linking the lower with 
the higher natures, connecting the viſible and inviſible world, 
according to a fixed compact ſanctioned by the inviolable oath 
which holds all phyſical and all moral natures, each in their ap. 
pointed place. This law is not ſubject to the will of thoſe, who 
by an obligation above them, and infinitely ſuperior, are bound 
to ſubmit their will to that law. The municipal corporations 
of that univerſal kingdom are not morally at liberty at their 
pleaſure, and on their ſpeculations of a contingent improve- 
ment, wholly to ſeparate and tear aſunder the bands of their 
{ſubordinate community, and to diſſolve it into an unſocial, un- 
civil, unconnected chaos of elementary principles. It is the 
tirlt and ſupreme neceſſity only, a neceſſity that is not choſen 
but cheoſes, a neceſſity paramount to deliberation, that ad- 
mits no diſcuſſion, and demands no evidence, which alone can 
juſtify a reſort to anarchy. This neceſſity is no exception to 
the rule; becauſe this neceſſity itfelf is a part too of that 
moral and phyſical diſpoſition of things to which man muſt he 
obedient by conſent or force; but if that which is only ſub- 
miſſion to neceſſity ſhould be made the object of choice, the 
law 1s broken, nature 1s difobeyed, and the rebellious are out- 


lawed, caſt forth, and exiled from this world of reaſon, and 
order, and peace, and virtue, and fruitful penitence, into the 


antagoniit world of madneſs, diſcord, vice, confuſion, and 
YBAVaiiing ſorrow. 
Theſe, 
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French Revolution. „ 
Theſe, my dear Sir, are, were, and I think long will be, the 
ſentiments of not the leaſt learned and reflecting part of this 
kingdom. They who are included in this deſcription, form. 
their opinions on ſach grounds as ſuch perſons ougiit to form 
them. The leſs enquiring receive them from an authority 
which thoſe whom Providence dooms to live on truſt need not 
be aſhamed to rely on. Theſe two ſorts: of men move in the 
ſame direction, though in a different place. They both move 
with the order of the univerſe. They all know or feel this 
great antient truth: Quod illi principi et præpotenti Deo- 
qui omnem hunc mundum regit, nihil eorum quæ quidem 
« fant in terris acceptius quam concilia et ctus hominus jure 
ſociati quæ civitates appellantur. They take this tenet of 
the head and heart, not from the great name which it immediate- 
ly bears, nor from the greater from whence it is derived ; but 
from that which alone can give true weight and ſanction to 
any learned opinion, the common nature and common relation 
of men. Perſuaded that all things ought to be done with refer- 
ence, and referring all to the point of reference to which all 
hold be directed, they think themfelves bound, not only 
as individuals in the ſanctuary of the heart, or as con- 
gregated in that perſonal capacity, to renew the memory 
of their high origin and caſt; but alſo in their cor- 
porate character to perform their national homage to the 
inſtitutor and author and protector of civil ſociety; without 
which civil ſociety man could not, by any poſſibility, arrive at 
the perfection of which his nature is capable, nor even make” 
a remote and faint approach to it. They conceive that He 
who gave our nature to be perfected by our virtue, willed alſao 
the neceſſary means of its perfection He willed therefore the 
tate He willed its connection with the ſource and original 
archetype of all perfection. They who are convinced of this 
his will, which. is the lay of laws and the ſovereign of ſove- 
reigns, cannot think it reprehenüble, that this our corporate” 
fealty and homage, that this our recognition of a ſigniory pa- 
ramount, I had almoſt ſaid this oBlation of the State itlelf, as a 
worthy offering on the high altar of univerſal praiſe, ſhould be 
performed as all public ſolemn acts are performed, in buildings 
in muſic, in decoration, in ſpeech, in the dignity of perſons, 
according to the cuitoms of mankind, taught by their nature; 
that is, with modeſt ſplendour, with unaſſuming ſtate with 
mild majeſty and ſober pomp. For thoſe purpoſes they think 
lome part of the wealth of the country is as uſefully employed 
a3 it can be, in fomenting the luxury of individuals. It is the 
| | H 2 public 
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public conſolation. It nouriſhes the public hope. The pooreſt 
man finds his own importance and dignity 1n it, whilſt the 
wealth and pride of individuals at every moment: makes the 
man of huntble rank and fortune ſenſible of his inferiority, and 
degrades and viliſies his condition. It is for the man in hum- 
ble life, and to raiſe his nature, and to put him in mind of a 
State in which the privileges of opulence will ceaſe, when he 
will be equal by nature, and may be more than equal by virtue, 
that this portion of the general wealth of his country is em- 
ployed and ſanctified. | | 

I aſſure you Ido not aim at ſingularity. I give you opi- 
nions which have been accepted amongſt us, from very early 
times to this moment, with a continued and general approba 


tion, and which indeed are fo worked into my mind, that I am 


unable to diſtinguiſh what 1 have learned from others from the 
reſults of my own meditation. | 

It is on ſome ſuch principles that the majority of the peo- 
ple of England, far from thinking a religious national cila- 
bliſhment unlawful, hardly think it lawful to be without one. In 
France youare wholly miſtaken if you do not believe us above 
all other things attached to it, and beyond all other nations; 
and when this people has acted unwiſely and unjuſtifiably in its 
farour (as in ſome inſtances they have done moſt certainly) in 
their very errors you will at leaſt diſcover their zeal. 

This principle runs through the whole ſyſtem of their polity. 
'They do not conſider their church eſtabliſhment as convenient, 
but as eſſential to their State; not as a thing heterogeneous and 
ſeparable ; ſomething added for accommodation; what they 
may either keep up or lay aſide, according to their temporary 


ideas of convenience. They conſider it as the foundation of 


their whole conſtitution, with which, and with every part of 
which, it holds an indiſſoluble union. Church and State are 
ideas inſeparable in their minds, and ſcarcely is the one ever 
mentioned without mentioning,the other. | 
It is from our attachment to a church eſtabliſhment that the 
Engliſh nation did not think it wiſe to entruſt that great fun- 
damental intereſt of the whole to what they truſt no part of 
their civil or military public ſervice, that is, to the unſteady and 
recarious contribution of individuals. They go further. 
They certainly never have ſuffered and never will ſuffer the 
fixed eſtate of the church to be converted into a penſion, to de- 
pend on the treaſury, and to be delayed, withheld, or perhaps 
to be extinguiſhed, by fiſcal difficulties; which difficulties may 


ſometimes be pretended for political purpoſes, and are in fact 


often 
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often brought on by the extravagance, negligence, and rapa- 


city of politicians. The people of England think that they 


have conſtitutional motives, as well as religious, againſt any 
project of turning their independent clergy into eccleſiaſtical 
penſioners of State. They tremble for their liberty, from the 


influence of a clergy dependent on the crown; they tremble 


for the public tranquillity from the diſorders of a factious cler- 
gy, if it were made to depend upon any other man the crown. 
They therefore made their church, hke their king and their 
nobility, independent. „ | 

From the homes nh nap of religion and conſtitutional 
policy, from their opinion of a duty to make a ſure proviſion 
for the conſolation of the feeble and the inſtruction of the ig- 
norant, they have incorporated and identified the eſtate of the 
church with the maſs of private property, of which the State 
is not the proprietor, either for uſe or dominion, but the guar- 
dian only and the regulator. They have ordained that the 
proviſion of this eſtabliſhment might be as ſtaple as the earth 
on which it ſtands, and ſhould not fluctuate with the Euripus of 


funds and actions. 

The men of England, the men, I mean, of light and leading 
in England, whoſe wiſdom ig they have any) is open aud di- 
rect, would be aſhamed, as of a filly deceitful trick, to profeſs: 
any religion in name, which by their proceedings they ap- 
peared to contemn. If by their conduct (the only language 
that rarely lies) they ſeemed to regard the great ruling princi- 
ple of the moral and the natural world, as a mere invention to 
keep the valgar in obedience, they apprehend, that by ſuch a 
conduct they would defeat the politic purpoſe they have in 
view. They would find it difficult to make others to believe 


in a ſyſtem to which they manifeſtly gave no credit themſelves. 


The Chriftian ſtateſman of this land would indeed firſt provide 
for the multitude ; becauſe it is the multitude ; and is therefore 
as ſuch, the firſt object in the eccleſiaſtical inſtitutions. They 
have been taught, that the circumſtance of the goſpel's be- 
ing preached to the poor, was one of the great teſts of its 
true miſſion. They think, therefore, that thoſe do not be- 
lieve it, who do not take care it ſhould be preached to the poor. 
But as they know that charity is not confined to any one deſ- 
cription, but ought to apply itfe!f to all men who have wants, 


they are not deprived of a due and anxious ſenſation of pity to 


the diſtreſſes of the miſerable great. They are not repelled 
through a faſtidious delicacy, at the ſtench of their arrogance” 
and preſumption, from a medicinal attention to their mental 
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blotches and running fores. They are ſenſible, that religious 
inſtruction is of more conſequence to them than to any others 
fromthe greatneſs of the temptation to which they are expoſed; 
from the important conſequences that attend their faults ; from 
the contagion of their ill example; from the neceſſity of bow- 
ing down the ſtubborn neck of their pride and ambition to the 
yoke of moderation and virtue; from a conſideration of the 
fat ſtupidity and groſs ignorance concerning what imports men 
moit to know, which prevails at courts, and at the head of 
armies, aud in ſenates, as much as at the loom and in the field. 
The Engliſh people are ſatisfied, that to the great the con- 
ſolutions of religion are as neceſſary as its inſtructions. They 
too are among the unhappy. They feel perſonal pain and do- 
meſtic ſorrow. ' In theſe they have no privilege, but are ſubject 
to pay their full contingent to the contributions levied on mor- 
tality, They want this ſovereign balm under their gnawing 
eures and anxieties, which being leſs converſant about the li- 
mited wants of animal life, range without limit, and are diverſi- 
fed by infinite combinations in the wild and unbounded regions 
ef imagination. Some charitable dole is wanting to theſe 
our often very unhappy brethren, to the gloomy void that 
reigns in minds which have nothing on earth to hope or fear 
fomething to relieve in the killing languor and over-laboured 
laſſitude of thaſe who have nothing to do; ſomething to ex- 
cite an appetite to exiſtence in the palled ſatiety which attends 
on all pleaſures which may be bought, where nature 1s not left 
to her own proceſs, where even defire is anticipated, and there- 
fore fruition defeated by meditated ſchemes and contrivances 
of delight; and no interval, no obſtacle, is interpoſed be- 
tween the wiſh and the accompliſhment. 2 : 
The people of England know how little influence the 
teachers of religion are likely to have with the wealthy and 
oxerful of long ſtanding, and how much leſs with the newly 
ortuiate, if they appear in a manner no way aſſorted to thoſe 
with whom they mult aſſociate, and over whom they muſt even 
exerciſe, in fome caſes, ſomething like an authority. What 
muſt they think of that body of teachers, if they ſee it in no 
part above the eſtabliſhment of their domeſtic ſervants? If 
the poverty were voluntary, there might be ſome difference. 
Strong inſtances of ſelf- denial operate powerfully on our minds 
atid a man who has no wants has obtained great freedom and 
firmneſs, aud even dignity. But as the maſs of any deſcrip- 
tion of men are but men, and their poverty cannot be volun- 
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tary, that diſreſpect which attends upon all Lay poverty, will 
not depart from the Eccleſiaſtical. Our provident conſtitu- 


tion has therefore taken care that thoſe who are to inſtruct 


preſumptuous e thoſe who are to be cenſors over 
inſolent vice, fhould neither incur their contempt nor live 
upon their alms; nor will it tempt the rich to a neglect of 
the true medicine of their minds. For theſe reaſons, whilſt 
we provide firit for the poor, and with a parental ſolicitude, 
we have not relegated religion (like ſomething we were aſham- 
ed to ſhew) to obſcure municipalities or ruſtic villages. No l 
We will have her to exalt her mitred front in courts and par- 
liaments. We will have her mixed throughout the whole wo of 
life, and blended with all the claſſes of ſociety. The people of 
England will ſhew to the haughty potentates of the world, and 


to their talking ſophiſters, that a free, a generous, an informed 


nation, honours the high magiſtrates of its church; that it 
will not ſuffer the inſolenee of wealth and titles, or any other 
ſpecies of proud pretenſion, to look down with ſcorn upon what 
they look up to with reverence; nor preſume to trample on 
that acquired perſonal nobility, which they intend always to 
be, and which often is the fruit, not the reward, (for what can 
be the reward?) of learning, picty, and virtue. They can ſee, 
without pain cr grudging, an Archbiſhop precede a Duke. 
They can ſee a Biſhop of Durham, or a Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
in poſſeſſion of ten thoufand pounds a year; and cannot con- 
ceive why it is in worſe hands than eſtates to the like amount 
in the hands of this Earl, or that Squire; although it may be 
true, that ſo many dogs and horſes are not kept by the former, 
and fed with the viEuals which ought to nouriſh the chil- 
dren of the people. It is true, the whole church revenue is 
not always employed, and to every ſhiling, in charity; nor 
perhaps ought it; but ſomething is generally ſo employed. It 
jp better to cheriſh virtue and humanity, by leaving much to 
free will, even with ſome loſs to the object, than to attempt 
to make men mere machines and inſtruments. of a political 
benevolence. The world on the whole will gain by a liberty, 
without which virtue cannot exiſt, „„ 
When once the commonwealth has eſtabliſhed the eſtates of 
the church as property, it can, conſiſtently, hear nothing of the 
more or the leſs. Too much and too little are treaſon againſt 
property. What evil can ariſe from the quantity in any hand, 


wiilit the ſupreme authority has the full, ſovereign ſuperin- 


tendance over this, as over all property, to prevent every 


ſpecies of abuſe ; and, whenever it notably deviates, to gixe 


t9 it a direction agreeable to the pupoſes of its inſtitution ? , 
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In England moſt of us conceive that it is envy and malignity 
towards thoſe who are often the beginners of their own for- 
tune, and not a love of the ſelf-denial and mortification of the 


antient church, chat makes ſome look aſkance at the diſtinc- 


tions, and honours, and revenues, which, taken from no per- 
fon, are ſet apart for virtue. The ears of the people of Eng- 
land are diſtinguiſning. They hear theſe men ſpeak broad. 
Their tongue betrays them. Their language is in the patois 
of fraud; in the cant and gibberiſh of hypocriſy. The people 
of England muſt think ſo, when theſe praters affect to carry 
back the clergy'to that primitive evangelic poverty which, in 
the ſpirit, ought always to exiſt in them (and in us too, hows 
ever we may like it), but in the thing muſt be varied, when 
the relation of that body to the State is altered; when manners, 
when modes of life, when indeed the whole order of human 


affairs has undergone a total revolution. We hall believe thoſe 


reformers to be then honeſt enthuſiaſts, not as now we think 
them, cheats and deceivers, when we fee them throwing their 
own goods into common, and ſubmitting their own perſons to 
the auſtere diſcipline of the early church. 3 
With theſe 1deas rooted in their minds, the commons of 
Great Britain, in the national emergencies, - will never ſeek 
their reſource from the confiſcation of the eſtates of the church 


and poor. Sacrilege and proſcription are not among the ways 


and means in our committee of ſupply. The Jews in Change 
Alley hzve not yet dared to hint their hopes of a mortgage on 
the revenues of the ſee of Canterbury. I am not afraid that I 
ſhall be dilavowed, when I aſſure you that there is not one 
public man in this kingdom, whom you wonld wiſh to quote; 
no not one of any party or deſcription, who does not reprobate 
the diſhoneſt, perfidious, and cruel confiſcation which the 


national aſſembly has been compelled to make of that property 


which it was their firſt duty to protect. 

I hope we ſhall never be ſo totally loft to all ſenſe of the 
duties impoſed upon us by the law of ſocial union, as, upon 
any pretext of public ſervice, to confiſcate the goods of a ſingle 
unoffending citizen. Who but a tyrant (a name expreſſive of 
every thing which can vitiate and ws ae human rrature) could 


think of ſeizing on the property of men unaccuſed, unheard, 


untried, by whole deſeriptions, by hundreds and thouſands 
together? who that had not Toft every trace of humanity could 
think of caſting down men of exalted rank and ſacred function, 
ſome of them of an age to call at once for reverence and com- 


Paſſion, of caſting them down from the higheſt ſituation in the 


Com- 


RY * 
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lanes property; to a ſtate of indigence, depreſſion and con- 
tempt : Fg | | 
The confiſcators truly have made ſome allowance to their 
victims from the ſcraps and fragments of their own tables from 
which they have been ſo harſhly driven, and which have been 
ſo bountifully fpread for a feaft to the harpies of uſury. But 
to drive men from independence to live on alms 1s itſelf great 
cruelty, That which might be a tolerable condition to men in 
one ſtate of life, and not habituated to other things, may, 
when all theſe circumſtances are altered, be a dreadiul revo- 


lution; and one towhich a virtuous mind would feel pain in con- 


demning any guilt except that which would demand the life of 
the offender. But to many minds this punithment of d:grada- 


tion and infam, is worſe than death. Undoubtedly it is an 


infinite aggravation of this cruel ſuffering, that the perſons 
who were taught a double prejudice in favour of religion, by 
education and by the place they held in the adminiſtration of 
its functions, are to receive the remnants of their property as 
alms from the prophane and impious hands of thoſe who had 
plundered them of all the reſt ; to receive (if they are at all to 
rec-:ve) not from the charitable contributions of the faithful, 


but from the inſolent tenderneſs of known and avowed Atheiſm, 


the maintenance of religion, meaſured out to them on the 
ſtandard of the contempt in which it is held ; and for the pur- 
poſe of rendering thoſe who receive the allowance vile and of 

no eſtimation in the eyes of mankind. | . 
But this act of ſeizure of property, it ſeems, is a judgment 
in law, and not a confiſcation. They have, it ſeems, found 
out in the academies of the Palais Royale, and the Facabins, 
that certain men had no right to the poſſeſſions which they held 
under law, uſage, the deciſions of courts, and the accumulated 
preſcription of a thouſand years. They ſay that eccleſtaſtics 
are fictitious perſous, creatures of the State; whom at pleaſure 
they may deſtroy, and of courſe limit and modify in every par- 
ticular ; that the goods they poſſeſs are not properly theirs, but 
belong to the State which created the fiction; and we are there- 
fore not to trouble ourſelves with what they may ſuffer in their 
natural feelings and natural perſons, on account of what is 

done towards them in this their conſtructive character. O 
what import 1s it, under what names you injure men, and 
deprive them of the juſt emoluments of a profeſſion, in which 
they were not only permitted but encouraged by the State to 
engage ; and upon the ſuppoſed certainty of which N 
| | they 
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commonwealth, wherein they were maintained by their own - 
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82 Burke's Reflections on the 
they had formed the plan of their lives, contracted debts, and 
led multitudes to entire dependence upon them? 

You do not imagine, Sir, that I am going to compliment 
this miſerable diſtinction of perſons with any long diſcuſſion. 


The arguments of tyranny are as contemptible as its force is 


dreadful. Had not your confiſcators by their early crimes 
obtained a power which ſecures indemnity to all the crimes of 
which they have ſince been guilty, or that they can commit, 
it is not the ſyllogiſm of the logician but the laſh of the exe- 
cutioner that would have refuted a ſophiſtry which becomes 
an accomplice of theft and murder. The ſophiſtick tyrants of 
Paris are loud in their declamations againſt the departed regal 
tyrants who in former ages have vexed the world. They are 
thus bold, becauſe they are ſafe from the dungeons and iron 
cages of their old maſters. Shall we be more tender of the 
tyrants of our own time, when we fee them acting worſe 
tragedies under our eyes? ſhall we not uſe the ſame liberty 
that they do, when we can uſe it with the ſame ſafety ? when 


to ſpeak boneſt truth only requires a contempt of the opinions 


of thoſe whoſe actions we abhor ? | 
This outrage on all the rights of property was at firſt covered 
with what, on the ſyſtem of their conduct, was the mot 
aſtoniſhing of all pretexts—a regard to national faith. The 
enemies to property at firſt pretended a moſt tender, delicate, 
and ſcrupulous anxiety for keeping the king's engagements. 
with the public creditor. Theſe profeſſors of the rights of 
men are ſo buſy in teaching others, that they have not leiſure 
to learn any thing themſelves; otherwiſe they would have 
| known that it is to the property of the citizen, and not to the 
demands of the creditor of the State, that the firſt and original 


faith of civil ſociety is pledged, The claim of the citizen is 


prior in time, paramount in title, ſuperior in equity. The 
fortunes of individuals, whether poſſeſſed by acquifition, or 
by deſcent, or in virtue of a participation in the goods of ſome 
community, were no part of the treditor's ſecurity, expreſſed 
or implied. They never ſo much as entered into his head 
when he made his bargain. He well knew that the public, 
whether repreſented by a monarch, or by a ſenate, can pledge 
nothing but the public eſtate ; and it can have no public eſtate, 


except in what it derives from a juſt and proportioned impoſition | 


upon the citizens at large. This was engaged, and nothing elſe 
could be engaged to the public creditor. No man can mortgage 
his injuſtice as a pawa for his fidelity. | 5 

| W as 


h French Revolution. f 1 
Was the public eftate a ſufficient ſtake for the public debts? 


Aſſume that it was not, and that a loſs muſt be incurred fome- 
where—When the only eſtate lawfully poſſeſſed, and which the 
contracting parties had in contemplation at the time in which 
their bargain was made, happens to fail, who, according to 
the principles of natural and legal equity, ought to be the 
ſufferer? Certainly it ought to be the party who truſted; or 
the party who perſuaded him to truft ; or both; and not third 
parties who hed no concern with the tranſaction. Upon any 
inſolvency, they ought to ſuffer who were weak enough to lend 
upon bad ſecurity, or they who fraudulently held out a ſecu- 
rity that was not valid. Laws are acquainted with no other 
rules of decifion. But by the new inftitute of the rights of 
men, the only perſons, who in equity ought to ſuffer, are the 
only perſons who are to be ſaved harmleſs : thoſe are to anſwer 
the debt who neither were lenders nor borrowers, mortgagers 

nor mortgagees. 5 | | 
What had the clergy to do with theſe tranſactions? What 
had they to do with any public engagement further. than the 
extent of their own debt? To that, to be ſure, their eſtates 
were bound to the laſt acre. Nothing can lead more to the 
true ſpirit of the aſſembly, which ſits for public confiſcation, 
with its new equity and its new morality, than an attention to 
their proceeding with regard to this debt of the clergy. The 
body of confiſeators, true to that monied intereſt for which 
they were falſe to every other, have found the clergy compe- 
tent to incur a legal debt. Of courſe they declared them 
legally entitled to the property which their power of incurring 
the debt and mortgaging the eſtate implied ; recognizing the 
rights of thoſe perſecuted citizens, in the very act in which 
they were thus groſsly violated. x 

If, as I ſaid, any perſons are to make good deficiencies to 
the public ere ditor, beſides the public at large, they muſt be 
thoſe who managed the agreement. Why therefore are not 
the eſtates of all the comptrollers-general confiſcated ? Why 
not thoſe of the long ſucceſſion of miniſters, financiers, and 
bankers who have been enriched whilit the nation was im- 
poveriſned by their dealings and their counſels? _ 

Few barbatous conquerors have ever made fo terrible a revo- 
lution in property. . None of the heads of the Roman factions, 
when they eſtabliſhed ©* crudelem illam Haſtam® in all their 
auctions of rapine, have ever ſet up to ſale the goods of the 
conquered citizen to ſuch an enormous amount. It muſt be 
allowed in favour of thoſe tyrauts of antiquity, that wa 

| | one 
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done by them could hardly be ſaid to be done in eold blood. 
Their paſſions were inflamed, their tempers ſoured, their under- 
ſtandings confuſed, with the ſpirit of revenge, with the innume- 
rable reciprocated and recent inflictions and retaliation of blood 
and rapine. They were driven beyond all bounds of modera- 


tion by the apprehenſion of the return of power with the return 


of property to the families of thoſe they had injured beyond 
all hope of forgiveneſs. . 

Theſe Roman confiſcators, who were yet only in the ele- 
ments of tyranny, and were not inſtructed in the rights of 
men to exerciſe all ſorts of cruelties on each other without 
provocation, thought it neceſſary to ſpread a ſort of colour 
They conſidered the vanquiſhed party as 
compoſed of traitors who had borne arms, or otherwiſe had 
acted with hoſtility againſt the commonwealth. They regard- 
ed them as perſons who had forfeited their property by their 
crimes. With you, in your improved ſtate of the human 
mind, there was no ſuch formality, You ſeized upon hve 
millions ſterling of annual rent, and turned forty or fifty 
thouſand human creatures out of their houſes, becauſe “ ſuch 
was your pleaſure.” The tyrant, Harry the Eighth of Eng- 
land, as E was not better enlightened . than the Roman 
Marius's and Sylla's, and had not ſtudied in your new ſchools, 
did not know what an effectual inſtrument of deſpotiſm was 
to be ſou id in that grand magazine of offenſive weapons, the 
rights of men. 
club of the Jacobins have robbed all the eccleſiaſtics, he began 


by ſetting on foot a commiſſion to examine into the crimes 


- and abuſes which prevailed in thoſe communities. As it might 


be expected, his commiſſion reported truths, exaggerations, and 
falſehoods. But truly or falſely it reported abuſes and offen- 
ces. However, as abuſes might be corrected, as every crime 
of perſons does not infer a forfeiture with regard to comm::- 
nities, and as property in that dark age was not diſcovered to 
be a creature of prejudice, all thoſe abuſes (and there were 
enough of them) were hardly thought ſufficient ground for 
ſuch a confiſcation as it was for his purpoſes to make. He 
therefore procured the formal ſurrender of theſe eſtates. All 


theſe operoſe proceedings were adopted by one of the moi} 


decided tyrants in the rolls of hiſtory, as neceſſary preliminaries, 
before he could venture, by bribing the members of his two 


ſervile houſes with a ſhare of the ſpoil, and holding out to 


a con- 


hem an eternal immunity from taxation, to demand 
firma- 


: 6 | 


When he reſolved to rob the abbies, as tlie 
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firmation of his 1n:quitous proceedings by an act of parliament. 
Had Fate reſerved him to our times, four technical terms 
would have done his buſineſs, and ſaved him all this trouble; 
he needed nothing more than-one ſhort form of incantation 
& Philoſophy, Light, Liberality, the Rights of Men. 

I can fay nothing in praiſe of thoſe acts of tyranny, which 
no voice has hitherto ever commented under any of their falſe 
colours; yet in theſe falſe colours an homage was paid by 

deſpotiſm to juſtice. The power which was 1 5 all fear and 
all remorſe was not ſet above all ſname. Whilſt Shame keeps 
its watch, Virtue is not wholly extinguiſhed in the heart; nor 
will Moderation be utterly exiled from the minds of tyrants. 

Was the ſtate of France, however, ſo wretched and undone, 
that no other reſource but rapine remained to preſerve its ex- 
iſtence? On this point I wiſh to receive ſome information. 


When the States met, was the condition of the finances of 


France ſuch, that, after ceconomiſing on principles of juſtice 


and mercy through all departments, no fair repartition of bur- 


thens upon all the orders could poſlibly reſtore them.? If ſuch 
an equal impoſition would have been ſufficient, you well know 
it might eaſily have been made. Mr. Necker, in the budget 
which he laid before the Orders afſembled at Verſailles, made 
a,detailed expoſition of the ſtate of the French nation *. 

If we give credit to him, it was not neceſſary to have re- 


courſe to any new impoſitions whatſoever, to put the receipts ' 


of France on a balance with its expences. He ſtated the per- 
manent charges of all deſcriptions, including the intereſt of a 
new loan of four hundred millions, at 531,444,000 livres; 
the fixed revenue at 475,294,000, making the deficiency 
36,150,020, or ſhort of 2,200,000 ſterling. But to balance 
it, he brought forward ſavings and improvements of revenue 
(conſidered as entirely certain) to rather more than the 


amount of that deficiency; and he concludes with theſe em- 
phatical words (p. 39), Quel pays, Meſſieurs, que celui, ou, 


„e fans impots. et avec de ſimples objets inappercus, on peut faire 


& difparoitre un deficit qui a fait tant de bruit en Europe.“ 


As to the re- imburſement, the finking of debt, and the other 
great objects of public credit and political arrzngementindicat- 
ed in Monſ. Necker's ſpeech, no doubt could be entertained, but 
that a very moderate and proportioned aſſeſſment on the citi- 


zens without diſtinction would have provided for all of them to 


the fulleſt extent of their demand. 


Rapport de Monſ. le Directeur General des Finances, fait par ordre 
du Roi a Verſailles. Mai 5, 1789. . | | 
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88 FF Reflections on the | 
If this repreſentation of. Monf. Necker was falſe, then the 


aſſembly ar: in the higheſt degree culpable for having forced 


the king to accept as his miniſter, and ſince the king's depo- 
ſition, for having employed as their miniſter, a man who had 
been capable of abuſing ſo notoriouſly the confidence of his 
matter and their own ; in a matter too of the higheſt moment 
and directly appertaining to his particular office. But if the 
repreſentation was exact (as, having always, along with you, 
conceived a high degree of reſpect for Mr. Necker, I make 
no doubt it was), then what can be ſaid in favour of thoſe, who, 
inſtead of moderate, reaſonable, and general contribution, 
have in cold blood, and impelled by no neceſſity, had recourſe 
to a partial and cruel confiſcation? _ 

Was that contribution refuſed on a pretext of privilege, 
either on the part of the 5 or on that of the nobility ? 
No certainly. As to the clergy, they even ran before the 
wiſhes of the third order. Previous to the meeting of the 
States, they had in all their inſtructions expreſsly directed their 
deputies to renounce every immunity, which put them upon 
a footing diſtin from the condition of their fellow-ſubjects. 
In this renunciation the clergy were even more explicit than 


the nobility. | 


But let us ſuppoſe that the deficiency had remained at the 
56 millions (or 1 2,200,000 ſterling), as at ſirſt ſtated by Mr. 
Necker. Let us allow that all the reſources he oppoſed to 
that deficiency were imprudent and groundleſs fictions; and 
that the aſſembly were from thence juftified in laying the whole 
burthen of that deficiency on the clergy,—yet allowing all 
this, a neceſſity of C. 2, 200, oo0 ſterling will not ſupport a 


eonfiſcation to the amount of five millions. The impoſition 


of . 2, 200, coo on the clergy, as partial, would have been op- 
preſſive and unjuſt, but it would not have been altogether ruin- 
ous to thoſe on whom it was impoſed; and therefore it would 
not have anſwered the real purpoſe of the managers. 
Perhaps perſons, unacquainted with the ſtate of France, on 


hearing the clergy and the nobleſſe were privileged in point of 


taxation, may be led to imagine, that previous to the revolu- 
tion theſe bodies had contributed nothing to the State. This 
is a great miſtake, They certainly did not contribute equally 
with each other, nor either of them equal with the commons, 
They both, however, contributed largely. Neither nobility nor 
clergy enjoyed any exemption from the exciſe on conſumable 
commodities, from duties of euſtom, or from any of the other, 
numerous idirca impoſitions, which in France as well as 88 
| . make 


| | French Revolutions. 82 
make ſo, very large a proportion of all payments to the public, 
The nobleſſe paid the capitation. They paid alſo a land- tax 
called the twentieth penny, to the height ſometimes of three, 
ſometimes of four ſhillings in the pound; both of them direct 
:mpoſitions of no light nature, and. no trivial produce. The 
clergy of the provinces annexed by conqueſt to France (which 
in extent make ahout an eighth part of the whole, but in wealth 
2 much larger proportion), paid. likewiſe to the capitation and 
the twentieth penny, at the rate paid by the nobility. The 
clergy. in the old provinces did not pay the capitation; but 
they had redeemed themſelves at the expence of ahont 24 
millions, or a little more than a million ſterling. They were 
exempted from the twentieths; but then they made free giſts; 
they contracted debts for the State; and were ſubject to ſome 
other charges, the whole computed at about a thirteenth part 

of their clear income. They ought to have paid annually 
about forty thouſand pounds more, to put them on a par with 
the contribution of the nobility. „ a ens 7 
When the: terrors. of this tremendous. proſcription hung 
over the . clergy, they made an offer of a contribution 
through the archbiſhop of Aix, which, for its extravagance, 
ought. not to have been accepted. But it was evidently and 
obviouſly more advantageous to the public creditor than any 
thing which could rationally. be promiſed by the confiſca- 
tion. Why was. it not accepted? The reaſon is plai>—There 
was no deſire that the Church ſhould. be brought to ſerve 
the State. The ſervice of the State was made a-pretext to de- 
ſtroy the Church. In their way to the deſtruction of the 
church they would not ſcruple to deſtroy their country: And 
they have deſtroyed it. One great end in the project would 
have been defeated, if the plan of extortion had been adopted 
in lieu of the ſcheme of confiſcation. The new landed inte- 
reſt connected with the new republic, and connected with it for 
its very being, could not have been created. This was among 
the reaſons why that extravagant ranſom was not accepted. 
The madneſs of the project of confiſcation, on the plan that 
was firſt pretended, ſoon became apparent. To bring this un- 
wieldy maſs of landed property, enlarged by the confiſcation of 
all the vaſt landed domain of the crown, at once into market, 
was cbyiouſly to defeat the profits propoſed by the confiſcation, 
- by. depreciating the value of thoſe lands, and indeed of all the 
landed eſtates throughout France. Such a ſudden diverfion af 
all its circulating money from, trade to land, muſt he an addi- 
tional miſchief, What ſtep * taken? Did the aſſembly, 
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33 — Burke's Reflections on the 
on becoming ſenſible of the inevitable ill effects of their pre- 
jected fale, revert to the offers of the clergy ? No diſtreſs 
could oblige them to travel in a courſe which was diſgraced by 
any appearance of juſtice. Giving over all hopes from a gene- 
ral immediate ſale, another project ſeems to have fucceeded. 
They propoſed to take ſtock in exchange for the church lands. 
In that project great difficulties aroſe in equalizing the objects 
to be exchanged. Other obſtacles alſo preſented themes, 
which threw them back again upon ſome project of ſale. . The 
municipalities had taken an alarm. They would not hear of 
transferring the whole plunder of the kingdom to the ſtock- 
* holders in Paris. Many of thoſe municipalities had beef 
(upon ſyſtem) reduced to the moſt deplorable indigence. Mo- 


ney was no where to be ſeen. They were therefore led to the 


point that was ſo ardently deſired. They panted for a curren- 
cy of any kind which might revive their periſhing induſtry. 
The municipalities were then to be admitted to a ſhare in the 
ſpoil, which evidently rendered the firſt ſcheme (if Fer it had 
been ſeriouſly entertained) altogether impracticable. Public 
exigencies preſſed upon all fides. The miniſter of finance 
reiterated his call for i with a moſt urgent, anxious, and 
boding voice. Thus preſſed on all fides, inſtead of the firſt 
plan of converting their bankers into biſhops and abbots, in- 
ſtead of paying the old debt, they contracted a new debt, at 
3 per cent. creating a new paper currency, founded on an even- 


tal fale of the church lands. They iſſued this paper cur- 


rency to ſatisfy in the firſt inſtance chiefly the demands made 


npon them by the Bank of Diſcount, the great machine, or pa- 
per-mill, of their fictitious wealth ES | 
Ide ſpoil of the church was now become the only reſource 
ot all their operations in finance; the vital principle of all 
their politics; the ſole ſecurity for the exiſtence of their 
power. It was neceſſary by all, even the moſt violent means, 
t6 put every individual on the ſame bottom, and to bind the 
natipn in one guilty intereſt to uphold this act, and the autho- 
rity of thoſe by whom it was done. In order to force the moſt 
reluctant into a participation of their pillage, they rendered their 
paper circulation compulſory in all payments. Thoſe who con- 
fider the general tendency of their ſchemes to this one object 
as a centre, and à centre from which afterwards all their 
meaſures radiate, will not think that I dwell too long up- 
on this part of the proceedings of the National Aſſembly. 
To cut off all appearance of connection between the crown 
and public juſtice, and to bring the whole under implicit obe- 


dience 


Y 
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dience ta the dictators in Paris, the old independent judica- 
ture of the parliaments, with all its merits, and all its faults, 
was wholly aboliſhed. Whilſt the parliaments exiſted, it was. 
evident that the people might ſome time or other come to re- 
ſort to them, and rally under the ſtandard of their antient laws. 
It became, however, a matter of conſideration that the magiſ- 
trates and officers, in the covrts now aboliſhed, purchaſed their 

aces at a very high rate, for which, as well as for the 
duty they performed, they received but a very low return of 
_ intereſt. Simple confiſcation is a boon only for the clergy ;— 
to the lawyers ſome appearances of equity are to be obſerved, 
and they are to receive compenſation to an immenſe amount. 
Their compenſation becomes part of the national debt, for the 
liquidation of which there is the one exhauſtleſs fund. The 
lawyers ar? to obtain their compenſation in the new chureh pa- 
per, which is to march with the new principles of judicature 
and legiſlature. The diſmiſſed magiſtrates are to take their 
ſhare of martyrdom with the eccleſiaſtics, or to receive their 
own property from ſuch. a fund and in ſuch a manner, as all 
thoſe who have been ſeaſoned with the antient principles of 
juriſprudence, and had been the ſworn guardians of property, 
muſt look upon with horror. Even the clergy are to receive 
their miſerable allowance out of the depreciated paper which 
is ſtamped with the indelible character of facrilege, ,and with 
the ſymbols of their own ruin, or they mult ſtarre. So vio- 
lent an outrage upon credit, property, and liberty, as this 
compulſory paper currency, has ſeldom been exhibited by the 
alliance of bankruptcy and tyranny, at any time, or in any 
nation. OG, | CET | 
In the courſe of all theſe operations, at length comes out the 
and arcanum ; that in reality, and in a fair ſenſe, the lands 
of the church (ſp far as any thing certain can be gathered from 
their proceedings) are not to be fold at all. By 5 late refo- 
lutions of the National Aſſembly, they are indeed to be deliver- 
ed to the higheſt bidder. But it is to be obſerved, that a cer- 
tain portion only of the purchaſe-money ts to be laid down. A pe- 
riod of twelve years is to be given for the payment of the reſt. 
The philoſophic purchaſers are therefore, on payment of a 
ſort of fine, to be put inſtantly into poſſeſſion of the eſtate. It 
becomes in ſome reſpects a ſort of gift to them; to be held on 
the feudal tenure of zeal to the new eſtabliſhment. This pro- 
ject is evidently to let in a body of purchafers without money. 
The conſequence will be, that theſe purchaſers, or rather gran 
tees, will pay, not only from the rents as they accrue, which 
5 : 1 might 


90 Bures Reflections on the 
might as well be received by the State, but from the ſpoil of the 
materials of buildings, from waſte in woods, and from what- 
ever money, by hands habituated to the gripings of uſury, 
they can wring from the miſerable + peaſant. He is to be de- 
vered over to the mercenary and arbitrary diſcretion of men, 
who will be ſtimulated to every ſpecies of extortion by the 
growing demands on the growing profits of an eſtate held 

under the precarious ſettlement of a new political ſyſtem. 
I do not know under what deſcription to claſs the preſent 
ruling authority in France. It affects to be a pure democracy, 
though I think it in a direct train of becoming ſhortly a miſ- 
chievous and ignoble oligarchy. But for the preſent J admit 
it to be a contrivance of the nature and effect of what it pre- 
tends to. I reprobate no form of government merely upon 
abſtract principles. There may be ſituations in which the 
purely democratic form will become neceſſary. There may be 
ſome (very few, and very particularly circumſtanced) where it 
would be very deſireable. This J do not take to be the caſe of 
France, or of any other great country. Until now, we have 
ſeen no examples of conſiderable democracies. The antients 
were better acquainted with them. Not being wholly unread 
in the authors,- who had ſeen the moſt of thoſe conſtitutions, 
and who beſt underſtood them, I cannot help concurring with 
their opinion, that an abſolute democracy, no more than 
an abſolute monarchy, is to be reckoned among the legitimate 
forms of government. They think it rather the corruption 
and degeneracy, than the Fand conſtitution of a republic. 
Ariſtotle obſerves, that a democracy has many ſtriking points 
of reſemblance with a tyranny *. Of this T am certain, that 
in a democracy, the majority of the citizens is capable of ex- 
ereiſing the moſt cruel oppreſſions upon the minority, whenever 
ſtrong diviſions prevail in that kind of polity, as they often 
muſt ; and that oppreſſion of the minority will, extend to far 
ah numbers, and will be carried on with much greater 
fury, than can almoſt ever be apprehended from the dominion 
of a ſingle ſceptre. In ſuch a popular perſecution, individual 
ſufferers are in a much more deplorable condition than in any 
other. Under a cruel prince they have the balmy compaſſion 
of mankind to aſſuage the ſmart of their wounds; they have 
the plaudits of the people to animate their generous conſtancy 
under their ſufferings : But thoſe who are fubjected to wrong 
under multitudes, are deprived of all external conſolation. 
. * Ariſtot, Politic, Iib. iv. cap. 4. 3 SES 
| They 
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They ſeem deſerted by mankind; overpowered by. a conſpiracy 
of their whole ſpecies. | W aa 

But admitting democracy not to have that inevitable ten- 
dency to party tyranny, which I ſuppoſe it to have, andadmit- 
ting it to. poſſeſs as much good in it when unmixed, as I am 
ſure it poſſeſſes when compounded with other forms; does 
monarchy, on its part, contain nothing at all to recommend it? 
I do not often quote Bolingbroke, nor have his works in ge- 
neral left any permanent impreſſion on my mind. He is a 
preſumptuous and a ſuperficial writer. But he has one obſer- 
vation, which, in my opinion, is not without depth and ſoli- 
dity. He ſays, that he prefers a monarchy to other govern- 
ments ; becauſe you can hetter ingraft any deſcription. of re- 
public on a monarchy than any thing. of mgnarcky upon the 


republican forms. I think him perfectly in the right, The 


fact is ſo hiſtorically; and it agrees well with tlie ſpeculation. 
Your government in France, though . and I think 


juſtly, reputed the heſt of the unqualified or ill-qualified mo- 


narchies, was {till full of abuſes. Theſe abuſes accumulated 
in a length of time, as they muſt accumulate in every monar- 
chy not under the conſtant inſpection of a popular repreſen- 
tative. J am. no ftranger to the faults and defects of the ſub- 
verted government of France; and I think I am not inclined 
by nature or policy to make a panegyric upon any thing which 
is a juſt and natural object of cenſure. But the queſtion is not 

now of the vices of that monarchy, but of its exiſtence. Is 
it then true, that the French government was ſuch as-to be 
incapable or undeſerving of reform; ſo that it was of abſo- 
lute neceſſity the whole fabric ſhould be at once pulled down, 
and the area cleared for the erection of a theoretic experimental 
edifice in its place? All France was of a different opinion in 
the beginning of the year 1789. The inſtructions to the re- 

reſentatives to the States- general, from every diſtrict in that 
e ee were filled with projects for the reformation of that 
government, without the remoteſt ſuggeſtion of a deſign to 
deſtroy, it. Had ſuch a deſign been then even inſinuated, I be- 
lieve there would have been but one voice, and that voice for 
rejecting it with ſcorn and horror. Men haye been ſometimes 


led by degrees, ſometimes hurried into things, of which, if 


they could have ſeen the whole together, they never would 
have permitted the moſt remote approach. When thoſe in- 
ſtructions were given, there was no queſtion but that abufes 
exiſted, and that they demanded a reform; nor is there now. 


In the interval between the inſtructions and the revolution, 


things 
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92 Bure“ Reflefions on the 
things changed their ſflape; and in conſequence of that 
change, the true queſtion at preſent is, Whether tE- oe who 
woul have reformed, or thoſe who have deſtroyed, are in the 
right? „„ „ „ 
To Hear ſome men ſpeak of the late monarchy of France, 
you would imagine that they were talking of Perſia bleedin 
under the ferocious ſword of Tæhmas Kouli Khin ; or at leaf 
deſcribing the barbarous anarchic deſpotiſm of Turkey, where 
the fineſt countries in the molt genial climates in the world are 
waſted by peace more than any countries have been worried by 
war; where arts are unknown, where manufaQtureslanguiſh, 
where ſcience is extimguiſhed, where agriculture decays, where 
the human race itſelf melts' away and periſhes under the eye of 
the obſerver. Was this the caſe of France? I haveno way of 
determining the queſtion but by a reference to facts. Facts do 
not ſupport this reſemblance. Along with much evil, there 
is ſome good in monarchy itſelf; and ſome corrective to its 


evil, from religion, from laws, from manners, from opinions, 


the French monarchy muſt have received; which rendered it 


(though by no means a free, and therefore by no means a good 


conſtitution) a deſpotiſm rather in appearance than in reality. 

Among the ſtandards upon which the effects of government 
on any country are to be eſtimated, I muft conſider the ſtate of 
its population as not the leaft certain. No country in which 


population flouriſhes, and is in progreſſive. improvement, can 


be under a very miſchie vous government. About ſixty years 
ago, the Intendants of the generalities of France made, with 


other matters, a report of the population of their ſeveral diſ- 


tricts. J have not the books, which are very voluminous, by 
me, nor do 1 know where to procure them (I am obliged to 
ſpeak by memory, and therefore the leſs poſitively) ; but I think 
the population of France was by them, even at that period, 
eſtimated at twenty-two millions of fouls. At the end of the 
lat century it had been generally calculated at eighteen. On 
either of theſe eſtimations France was not ill-peopled. Mr. 
Necker, who is an authority for his' own time at leaft equal 


to the Intendants for theirs, reckons, and upon apparently 


ſure principles, the people of France, in the year 1780, at 
twenty-four millions fix hundred and ſeventy thouſand. But 
was this the probable ultimate term under the old eſtabliſh- 


ment? Dr. Price is of opinion, that the growth of the po- 


pulation in France was by no means at its acm# in that year. 
I certainly defer to Dr. Price's authority a good deal more in 
theſe ſpeculations, than I do in his general politics. This 

Fg gentle- 


| French Rewolution. 93 
entleman, taking ground on Mr. Neeker's data, is very con- 
dent, that ſince the period of that miniſter's calculation, the 
French population has encreaſed rapidly; ſo rapidly that in the 
year 1789 he will not conſent to rate the people of that king- 
dom at a lower number than thirty millions. After abating 
much (and much I think ought to be abated) from the ſan- 
guine calculation of Dr. Price, IJ have no doubt that the po- 
pulation of France did encreaſe confiderably during this later 
period: But ſuppoſing that it encreaſed to nothing more than 
will be ſufficient to complete the 24, 670, ooo to 25 millions, 
ſtill a population of 25 millions, and that in an increafing pro- 
greſs, on a. ſpace of about twenty-ſeven thoufand ſquare 
leagues, is immenſe. It is, for inſtance, a good deal more 
than the proportionable population of this iſland, or even 
than that of England, the beſt-peopled part of the united 
kingdom. 8 478 FVFFCCFC 

It is not univerſally true, that France is a fertile eountry. 
Conſiderable tracts of it are barren, and labour under other 
natural difadvantages. In the portions of that territory, 
where things are more favourable, as far as I am able to diſco- 
ver, the numbers of the people correſpond to the indulgence 
of nature . The Generality of Liſle (this J admit is the 
ſtrongeſt example) upon an extent of 404 + leagues, about ten 
years ago, contained 734,600 ſouls, which is 1772 inhabitants 
to each ſquare league. The middle term for the reſt of France 
is about 9oo inhabitants to the ſame admeaſurement. _ 

J do not attribute this population to the depoſed govern- 
ment; beeauſe I do not like to compliment the contrivances of 
men, with what is due in a great degree to the bounty of Pro- 
vidence. But that decried- government could not have ob- 
ſtructed, moſt probably it favoured; the operation of thoſe 
cauſes (whatever they were) whether of nature in the ſoil, or 
in habits of induftry among the people, which has produced fo 
large a number of the ſpecies throughout that whole kingdom, 
and exhibited in ſome particular places ſuch prodigies of popu- 
lation. I never will ſuppoſe that fabrick of a ſtate to be the 
worſt of all political inftitutions, which, by experience, is 
found to contain a principle favourable (however latent it may 
be) to the encreaſe of mankind. a 

The wealth of a country is another, and no contemptible 
ſtandard, by which we may judge whether, on the whole, a 
government be protecting or deſtructive. France far exceeds 


* De Adminiſtration des Finances de la France, par Monſ. Necker, 
vol. i. P« 288. 5 0 : ; | ; 4 
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England in the multitudeof her people; but I apprehendthat her 
comparative wealth is much inferiorto ours; that it is not ſo equal 
in the diſtribution, nor ſo ready in the circulation. I believe the 
difference in the form of the two governments tobe amongſt the 
cauſes of thisadvantage on the fide of England. I ſpeak of. Eng. 
land, not of the whole Britiſh; dominions; which, if compared 
with thoſe of France, will, in ſome degree, weaken the compara- 
tive rate of wealth upon our ſide. But that wealth, which will not 
indure a compariſon with the riches of England, may'conſti- 
tute a very reſpectable degree of opulence. Mi Necker's 
book publiſhed in 1785, contains an accurate and intereſting 
collection of facts relative to public ecanomy and to political 
arithmetic ; and his ſpeculations on the ſubject are in, general 
waſe and liberal. In that work he gives an idea of the ſtate of 
Frange,, very remote from the portrait of a cauntry whoſe 
government was a perfect grievance, an abſolute evil, admitting 
no cure but through the violent and undertain remedy of a 
total revolution. He affirms, that from the yenr 1726 to the 
year 1784, there was coined: at the mint of; France, in the 
ſpecie of gold and ſilver, to, the amount of about. one hundred 
millions of pounds ſterling f. a 4117, een 50) 
It 184 impoſſible that Mr. Necker ſhould be miſtaken in the 
amount of the bullion wlich has been coined in the mint. It is 
a matter of. official, record. The reaſonings of this able finan- 
cier, concerning the quantity of gold and iilver which remained 
for circulation, when he wrote in 1 785, that is about four years 
before the depoſition and impriſonmentof the French King, are 
not of equal certainty;ʒ but they are laid on: grounds ſo apparently 
ſolidʒ that it is not eaſy to refuſe a conſiderable degree of aſſent 
to his calculation. He calculates the numeraire, or what we call 
Jpecie, then actually exiſting in France, at about eighty-eight mil- 
lions of the ſame Engliſh money. A great accumulation of 
wealth for one country, large as that country is! Mr. Necker 
Was ſo far from conſidering this influx of wealth as likely 40 
ceaſe, When he wrote in 1785, that he preſumes upon a future 
annual increaſe of two per cent. upon the money brought into 
France during the periods from which he computed. | 
Some adequate cauſe muſt have originally introduced all the 
money coined at its mint into that kingdom; and ſome cauſe 
as operative muſt haye kept at home, or returned into its 
boſom, ſuch a vaſt flood of treaſure as Mr. Necker calculates 
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to remain for domeſtic circulation. Suppoſe any reaſonable 
deductions ſrom M. Necker's computation; the remainder 
muſt ſtill amount to an immenſe ſum. Cauſes thus powerful 
to acquire and to retain, cannot be found in'diſcouraged induſ- 
try, inſecure pre perty, and a pofitively deſtructive government. 
Indeed, when I confider the face of the kingdom of France; 
the multitude and opulence of her cities; the uſeful magnifi- 
cence of her ſpacious high roads and bridges ; the opportunity 


of her artificial canals and navigations opening the conveni- 


ences of maritime communication through a ſolid continent of 
ſo immenſe an extent; when J turn my eyes to the ſtupendous 
works of her ports and harbours, and to her whole naval appa- 
ratus, whether for war or trade; when I bring before my view 
the number of her fortifications, conſtructed with ſo bold and 
maſterly a ſkill, and made and maintained at fo prodigious a 
charge, preſenting an armed front and impenetrable barrier to 
her enemies upon every ſide ; when J recollect how very ſmall a 
part of that extenſive region is without cultivation, and to what 
complete perfection the culture of many of the beſt productions 
of the earth have been brought in France; when I reffect on 
the excellence of her manufactures and fabrics, fecond to none 
but ours, and in ſome particulars not ſecond ; when I contem- 
plate the grand foundations of charity, public and private; 
when I ſurvey the ſtate of all the arts that beautify and poliſh 
life ; when I reckon the men ſhe has bred for extending her 
fame in war, her able ſtateſmen, the multitude of her protound 
lawyers and theologians, her philoſophers, her critics, her 
hiſtorians and antiquaries, her poets, and her orators ſacred 
and profane, I behold in all this ſomething which awes and 
commands the imagination, which checks the mind on the 
brink of precipitate and indiſcriminate cenfure, and which de- 
mands, that we ſhould very ſeriouſly examine, what and how 

reat are the latent 'vices that could authoriſe ns at once to 
evel ſo ſpacious a fabric with the ground. I do not recognize, 


in this view of things, the deſpotiſm of Turkey. Nor do 1 


diſcern the character of a government, that has een, on the 
whole, ſo oppreſſive, or ſo corrupt, or ſo negligent, as to be 
utterly unfit for all reformation. I muſt think ſuch a govern- 
ment well deſerved to have its excellencies heightened ; its 
faults corrected, and its capacities improved into a Britiſh con- 
ſtitution. | TY 7 9 5 
Whoever has“ examined into the proceedings of that depoſed 
government for ſeveral years back, cannot fail to have obſerved, 


amidſt the inconſtancy and fluctuation natural to courts, an 


1 _ earneſt 
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earneſt endeavour towards the proſperity and improvement of 


the country; he muſt admit, that it had long been employed, 


in ſome inſtances, wholly to remove, in many conſiderably to 
correct, the abuſive practices and uſages that had prevailed in 
the ſtate ; and that even the unhmited power of the ſovereign 
over the perſons of his ſubjecte, inconſiſtent, as undoubtedly it 
was, with law and liberty, had yet been every day growing 
more mitigated in the exerciſe. So far from refuſing itſelf to 
reformation, that government was open, with a cenſurable 
degree of facility, to all ſorts of projects and projectors on the 
ſubject. Rather too much countenance was given to the 
Tpirit of innovation, which ſoon was turned againſt thoſe who 
foſtered it, and ended in their ruin. It is but cold, and no 
very flattering juſtice to that fallen monarchy, to ſay, that, 
for many years it treſpaſſed more by levity and want of judge- 
ment in ſeveral of its ſchemes, than from any defect in dili- 
ence or in public ſpirit. To compare the government ef 
5 2a for the laſt fifteen or ſixteen years with wiſe and well- 
conſtituted eſtabliſhments, during that, or during any period, 
is not to act with fairneſs. But if in point of prodigality in 
the expenditure of money, or in point of rigour m the exerciſe 
of power, it be compared with any of the former reigns, I 
believe candid judges will give little credit to the good inten- 
tions of thoſe who dwell perpetually on the donations to favou- 
rites, or on the expences of the court, or on the horrors of the 
Baſtile in the reign of Louis the XVIth. _ | 
Whether the ſyſtem, if it deſerves ſuch a name, now built 
on the ruins of that ancient monarchy, will be able to give a 
better account of the population and wealth of the country, 
which it has taken under its care, is a matter very doubtful. 
Initead of improving by the change, I apprehend that a long 
ſeries of years mult be told before it can recover in any degree 
the effects of this philoſophic revolution, and before the nation 
can be replaced on its former footing. If Dr. Price ſhould 
think fit, a few years hence, to favour us with an eſtimate of 
the population of France, he will hardly be able to inake up 
his tale of thirty millions of ſouls, as computed in 1789, or the 
aſſembly's computation of twenty-ſ1x millions of that year; or 
even Mr, Necker's twenty-five millions in 1780. I hear that 


there are conſiderable emigrations from France; and that 
many quitting that voluptuous climate, and, that ſeductive 
Circean liberty, have taken refuge in the frozen regions, and 


In 
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In the preſent diſappearance of coin, no perſon could think 
it the ſame country, in which the preſent miniſter of the finan- 
ces has been able to diſcover fourſcore millions ſterling in ſpecie. 
From its general aſpe& one would conelude, that it had been 


for ſome time paſt under the ſpecial direction of the learned 


academicians of Laputa and Balnibardi*. Already the popu- 
lation of Paris has ſo declined, that Mr. Necker ſtated to the 
national aſſembly the proviſion to be made for its ſubſiſtence at 
a fifth leſs than what had formerly been found requiſite. It is 
faid (and I have never heard it contradicted), that an hundred 
thouſand: people are out of employment in that city, though it 
is become the ſeat of the impriſoned court and national aſſem- 
bly. Nothing, I am: credibly informed, can exceed the ſhock- 
ng and diſguſting ſpectacle of mendicancy diſplayed: in that 
capital. Indeed the votes of the national aſſembly leave no 
doubt of the fact. They have lately appointed a ſtanding” 
committee of mendicancy. They are contriving at once a 
vigorous: police on this ſubject, and, for the firſt time, the im- 
poſition of a tax to maintain the poor, for whoſe preſent relief 
great ſums appear on the face of the public accounts: of the 
year T. In the mean time, the leaders of the legiſlative clubs 
and coffee-houſes are intoxicated: with admiration at their own 
wiſdom and ability. They ſpeak with the moſt ſovereign con- 
tempt of the reſt of the world. They tell the people, to com- 
fort them in the rags with which they have cloathed them, that 


they are a nation of philoſophers; and, ſometimes, by all the 


arts of quackiſi parade, by ſhew, tumult, and buſtle, ſome- 


times by the alarms of plots and invaſions, they attempt to 


drown the cries of indigence, and to divert the eyes of the 
obſerver from the ruin and wretchedneſs of the State. A brave 
people will certainly prefer liberty, accompanied with a virtu- 
ous poverty, to a depraved and wealthy ſervitude. But before 
the price of comfort and opulence is paid, one ought to be 


pretty ſure it is real liberty which is purchaſed, and that ſhe is 
to be purchaſed at no other price. I ſhall always, however, 


conſider that liberty as very equivocal in her appearance, which 
has not wiſdom and juſtice for her companions; and does not 
lead proſperity and plenty in her train. e ; 


The advocates for this revolution, not ſatisfied with exag- 


gerating the vices of their ancient government, ftrike at the 


* See Gulliver's Travels for the idea of countries governed by philoſo- 
pners, To. | Ro | 
+ The total amount is 51,082,034 Livres, equal to 2,128,418), 18. 8d. 
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fame of their country itſelf, by painting almoſt all that could 
have attracted the attention of ſtrangers, I mean their nobility 
and their clergy, as objects of horror. If this were only a libel, 
there had not been much in it. But it has practical conſe. 
quences. Had your nobility and gentry, who formed the 
great body of your landed men, and the whole of your military 
officers, reſembled thoſe of Germany, at the period when the 
Hanſe · towns were neceſſitated to confederate againſt the nobles 
in defence of their property had they been like the Or/ini and 
Pitelli in Italy, who uſed to ſally from their fortified dens to 
rob the trader and traveller—had they been ſuch as the Mama- 
lukes in Egypt, or the Nayres on the coaſt of Malabar, I do 


admit, that too critical an enquiry might not be adviſeable into 


the means of freeing the world from ſuch a nuiſance. The 
ſtatutes of Equity and Mercy might be veiled for a moment. 
The tendereſt minds, confounded with the dreadful exigence 
in which morality ſubmits to the ſuſpenſion of its own rules in 
favour of its own principles, might turn aſide whilſt fraud and 
violence were accompliſhing the deſtruction of a pretended 
nobility which diſgraced whilſt it perſecuted human nature. 
The perſons moſt abhorrent from blood, and treafon, and arbi- 
trary confiſcation, might remain ſilent ſpectators of this civil 
war between the vice. inde big 
But did the privileged nobility who met under the king's 
precept at Verſailles, in 1789, or their conſtituents, deſerve to 
be looked on as the Nayres or Mamalules of this age, or as the 
Orſini and Vitelli of ancient times? If I had then aſked the 


queſtion, I ſhould have paſſed for a madman. What have they 


fince done that they were to be driven into exile, that their 
perſons ſhould be hunted about, mangled, and tortured, their 
families diſperſed, their houſes laid in afhes, that their order 
ſhould be aboliſhed, and the memory of it, if poſſible, extin- 
guiſhed, by ordaining them to change the very names by which 
they were uſuaily known? Read their inſtructions to their re- 
preſentatives. They breathe the ſpirit of liberty as warmly, 
and they recommend reformation as ſtrongly, as any other order. 


Their privileges relative to contribution were voluntarily ſur- 


rendered; as the king, from the beginning, ſurrendered all 
pretence to a right of taxation. Upon a free conſtitution there 
was but one opinion in France. The abſolute monarchy was 
at an end. It breathed its laſt, without' a groan, without 
ſtruggle, without convulſion. All the itruggle, all the diſſen- 
ſion aroſe afterwards upon the preference of a deſpotic de- 
mocracy to a government of reciprocal controul. The tri- 
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umph of the victorious party was over the principles of 2 


Britiſh conſtitution. | | 
I have obſerved the affectation which for many years paſt 
has prevailed in Paris, even to a degree perfectly childiſh, of idol- 
iziug the memory of your Henry the Fourth. If any thing could 
put one out of humour with that ornament to the kingly cha- 
racer, it would be this overdone ſtyle of inſidious panegyric. 
The perſons who have worked this engine the moſt bufily, are 
thoſe who have ended their panegyrics in dethroning his ſuc- 
ceſſor and deſcendant ; a man as 1 at the leaſt as 


Henry the Fourth, altogether as fond of his people, and who 
has done infinitely more e the antient vices of the State 


than that great monarch di 
do. Well it is for his panegyriſts that they have not him to 
deal with. For Henry of Navarre was a reſolute, active, and 
politic prince. He poſſeſſed indeed great humanity and-mild- 
neſs; but an humanity and mildneſs that never ſtood in the way 
of his intereſts. He never ſought to be loved without putting 
himſelf in a condition to be feared. He uſed ſoft language 
with determined conduct. He aſſerted and maintained his 


authority in the groſs, and diſtributed his acts of conceſſion 


only in the detail. He ſpent the income of his prerogatives 
nobly ; but he took care not to break in upon the capital; 
never abandoning for a moment any, of the claims which he 
made under the fundamental laws, nor ſparing to ſhed the blood 
of thoſe who oppoſed him, often in the field, ſometimes upon 
the ſcaffold. Becauſe he knew how to make his virtues re 
ſpeted by the ungrateful, he has merited the praiſes of thoſe 
whom, if they had lived in his time, he would have ſhut up in 
the Baſtile, and brought to puniſhment along with the regicides 
whom he hanged after he had famiſhed Paris into a ſurrender. . 
If theſe panegyriſts are in earneſt in their admiration of 
Henry the Fourth, they muſt remember, that they cannot 
think more highly of him, than he did of the nobleſſe of France; 


whoſe virtue, honour, courage, patriotiſm, and loyalty were 


his conſtant theme. | 1 | 

But the nobility of France are degenerated fince the days of 
Henry the Fourth.— This is poſible But it is more than I 
can believe to be true in any great degree. I do not pretend 
to know France as correctly as ſome others; but I have en- 
deavoured through my whole life to make myſelf acquainted 
with human nature: otherwiſe I ſhould be unfit to take even 
my humble part in the ſervice of mankind. In that ſtudy I 


could not paſs by a vaſt portion of our nature, as it appeared 


K 2 modified 


or we are ſure he ever meant to 
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modified in a country but twenty-four miles from the ſhore of 
this iſland. On my beſt obſervation, compared with my beft 
enquiries, I found your nobility for the greater part com- 
poſed of men of an high ſpirit, and of a delicate ſenſe of ho- 
nour, both with regard to themſelves individually, and with 
regard to theirwhole corps, over whom they kept, beyond what 
is common in other countries, a cenſorial eye. They were to- 
lerably. well bred ; very officious, humane, and hoſpitable; in 
their converſation frank and open; with a good military 
tone; and reaſonably tinctured with literature, particularly 
of the authors in their own language. Many had pretenfions 
far above this deſcription, I ſpeak of thoſe who were gene- 
rally met with. a N 3 

As to their behaviour to the inferior claſſes, they appeared 
to me to comport themſelves towards them with good-nature, 
and with ſomething more nearly approaching to familiarity, 
than is generally practiſed with us in the intercourſe between 
the higher and lower ranks of life. To ftrike any perſon, even 
in the moſt abje& condition, was a thing in a manner unknown, 
and would be highly diſgraceful. Inſtances of other ill-treat- 
ment of the humble part of the community were rare ; and as 
to attacks made upon the property or the perſonal liberty of 


the commons, I never heard of any whatſoever from them; 
nor, whullt the laws were in wgour under the ancient govern- 


ment, would ſuch tyranny in ſubjects, have been permitted, 
As men of landed eftates, I had no fault to find with ther 
conduct, though much to, reprehend, and much to wiſh chang- 
ed, in many of the old tenures. Where the letting of their 
land was by rent, I could not diſcover that. their agreements 
with their farmers were oppreſſive ; nor when they were in 
partnerſhip with the farmer, as often was the caſe, have J 

eard that they had taken the lion's ſhare. The proportion 
ſeemed not inequitable. There might be exceptions ; but cer- 
tainly they were exceptions only. I have no reaſon to believe 
that in theſe reſpects the landed nobleſſe of France were worſe 
than the landed gentry of this country; certainly in no reſ- 
pect more vexatious than the landholders, not noble, of their 
own nation. In cities the nobility had no manner of power; 
in the country very little. You know, Sir, that much of the 
civil government, and the police in the moſt eſſential parts, 
was not in the hands of that nobility which preſents itſelf firſt 
to our conſideration. The revenue, the ſyſtem and collection 


of which were the moſt grievous parts of the French govern- 


ment, was not adminiſtered by the men of the ſword ; nor were 
they 


* 
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tmey anſwerable for the vices of its principle, or the vexationg 
t where any ſuch exiſted, in its management. | 
. Denying, as I am well warranted to do, that the nobility 
had any conſiderable ſhare in the oppreſſion of the people, in 

caſes in which real oppreſſion exiſted, Jam ready to admit that 


t they were not without conſiderable faults and errors. A fool- 
- ih imitation of the worſt part of the manners of England, 
n MW which impaired their natural character without ſubſtituting in 


y its place what perhaps they meant to copy, has certainly ren- 
Y 


dered them worſe than formerly they were. Habitual diſſo- 


3M luteneſs of manners continued beyond the pardonable period of 
life, was more common amongſt them than it is with us; 

and it reigned with the leſs hope of remedy, though poſſi- 
d bly with ſomething of leſs miſchief, by being covered 
e, with more exterior decorum. They countenanced too 
„much that licentious philoſophy which has helped to bring on 
n their ruin. There was another error amongft them more fatal. 
n Thoſe of the commons, who approached to, or exceeded many 
n, of the nobility in point of wealth, were not fully admitted 


t- to the rank and eſtimation which wealth, in reaſon and good 


as W policy, ought to beſtow in every country; though I think not 
of M equally with that of other nobility. The two kinds of ariſ- 
a; tocracy-were too punctilioufly kept aſunder; leſs ſo, however, 
| than in Germany and ſome other nations 

d. This ſeparation, as I have already taken the liberty of ſug- 
eir geſting to you, I conceive to be one principal cauſe of the de- 
g- firuction of the old nobility: The military, particularly, was 
eir too excluſively reſerved for men of family. But after all, this 
its . was an error of opinion, which a conflicting opinion would 
in W have rectified. A permanent aſſembly, in which the commons 
I had their ſhare of power, would ſoon aboliſh whatever was too 


on MW invidious and inſulting in theſe diſtinctions; and even the faults 


er- in the morals of the nobility would have been probably corre&- 
e ed by the greater varieties of occupation and purſuit, to which 


rle a conſtitution by orders would have given riſdGGGG. 
el. All this violent ery _ the nobility I take to be a mere 
eir work of art. To be honoured and even privileged by the 


er; laws, opinions, and inveterate uſages of our country, growing 


the out of the prejudice of ages, has nothing to provoke horror and 


to, indignation in any man. Even to be too | tenacious of thoſe 
| privileges, is not abſolutely a crime. The: ſtrong ſtruggle in 
every individual to preſerve poſſeſſion of what he has found to 
belong to him and to diſtinguiſh him, is one of the ſecurities 


— 


3 19 ope- 


againſt injuſtice and W implanted in our nature. It 
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made by that body or an its favour, in order to juſtify, upon 


102 Burke's Ræftections on the 
operates as an inſtinct to ſecure property, and to preſerve com 


munities in a ſettled ſtate. What is there to ſhock in this? 


Nobility is a graceful ornament to the civil order. It is the 
Corinthian capital of poliſhed ſociety. Omnes boni nobilitati 


Semper favemus, was the ry of a wiſe and good man. Tt 


is indeed one ſign of a liberal and benevolent mind to incline 
toit with ſome ſort of partial propenſity. He feels no en- 
nobling principle in his own heart who wiſhes to level all the 
artificial inſtitutions which have been adopted for giving a bo- 
dy to opinion, and permanence to fugitive eſteem, Tt is a 
ſour, malignant, envious diſpoſition, without taſte for the 
reality, or for any image or repreſentation of virtue, that ſees 
with joy the unmerited fall of what had long flouriſhed in 
ſplendour and in honour. I do not like to fee any thing deſtroy- 
ed ; any void produced in ſociety ; any ruin on the face of the 
land. It was therefore with no diſappointment or diflatisfac- 
tion that my enquiries and obſervations did not preſent to me 
any incorrigible vices in the nobleſſe of France, or any abuſe 
which could not be removed by a reform very ſhort of aboli- 
tion. Your nobleſſe did not deſerve puniſhment ; but to de- 
grade is to puniſh. + | s 

It was with the ſame ſatisfaction I found that the reſult of 
my enquiry concerning your clergy was not diſſimilar. It is 
no ſoothing news to my ears, that great bodies of men are in- 
curably eorrupt. It is not with much credulity I liſten to any, 
when they ſpeak evil of thoſe whom they are going to plun- 
der. I rather ſuſpect that vices are feigned or exaggerated, 
when profit is looked for in their puniſhment. An enemy is a 
bad witneſs: A robber is a worfe. Vices and abuſes there 
were undoubtedly in that order, and muſt be. It was an old 


_ eſtabliſhment, and not frequently reviſed. But I ſaw no crimes 


in the individuals that merited confiſcation of their ſubſtance, 
nor thoſe cruel inſults and degradations, and that unnatural 
Sica agus which have been ſubſtituted in the place of me- 
iorating regulation, e . 15 

If there had been any juſt cauſe for this new religious per- 
ſecution, the atheiſtic libellers, who act as trumpeters to ani- 
mate the populace to plunder, do not love any body ſo much 
as not to dwell with complacence on the vices of the exiſting 
clergy. This they have not done. They find themſelves 
obliged to rake into the hiſtories of former ages (which they 


have ranſacked with a malignant and profligate induſtry) for 


every inſtance of oppreſſion and perſecution which has been 
very 
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very iniquitous, becauſe very illogical prineiples of retaliation, 
their own perſecutions, and their own cruelties. After de- 
ſtroying all other genealogies and family diſtinctions, they in- 
vent a ſort of pedigree of crimes. | It is not very juſt to chaſ- 
tiſe men for the offences of their natural anceſtors ; but to take 
the fiction of anceſtry in a corporate ſucceflion, as a ground 
for puniſhing men who have no relation to guilty acts, except 
in names and general deſcriptions, 1s a ſort of refinement 1n in- 
juſtice belonging to the philoſophy of this enlightened age. 
The aſſembly puniſhes men, many, if not moſt, of whom ab- 
hor the violent conduct of eceleſiaſtics in former times as much 
as their preſent perſecutors can do, and who would be as loud 
and as ſtrong in the expreſſion of that ſenſe, if they were not 
well aware of the purpoſes for which all this declamation is 
employed. nk I | by. 

Corporate bodies are immortal for the good of the members, 
but not for their puniſhment. Nations themſelves are ſach 


corporations. As well might we in England think of waging 


inexpiable war upon all Frenchmen for the evils which th 


have brought upon us in the ſeveral periods of our mutual hof- 
tilities. You might, on your part, think yourſelves juſtified 


in falling upon all Engliſhmen on account of the unparalleled 


calamities brought upon the people of France by the unjuſt 
invaſions of our Henries and our Edwards. Indeed we ſhould 


be mutually juſtified in this exterminatory war upon each other, 


full as much as you are in the unprovoked perſecution of your 
preſent countrymen, on account of the conduct of men of the 
ſame name in other times. : bg | 


We do not draw the moral leſſons we might from hiſtory. 
On the contrary, without care it may be uſed to vitiate our 


minds and to deſtroy our happineſs. Hiſtory conſiſts, for the 


greater part, of the miſeries ö the world by pride, 
ambition, avarice, revenge, luſt, ſedition, hypocriſy, ungovern- 
ed zeal, and all the train of diſorderly appetites, which ſhake 
the public with the ſame F © ted _ 
1 troublous ſtorms that toſs 

„ FThe private State, and render life unſweet. 
Theſe vices are the cauſes of thoſe ſtorms. Religion, morals, 
laws, prerogatives, privileges, liberties, rights of men, are the 
pretexts. The pretexts are always found in ſome ſpecious appear- 
ance of a real good. You would not ſecure men from tyran- 
ny and ſedition, by rooting out of the mind the principles to 
which theſe fraudulent pretexts apply ? If you did, you would 
root out every thing that is valuable in the human breaft. Fw 
| . tacie 
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theſe are the pretexts, ſo the ordinary actors and inſtruments in 
great public evils are kings, prieſts, magiſtrates, ſenates, par- 
haments, national aſſembles, judges, and captains. You would 
not cure the evil by reſolving, that there ſhould be no more 
monarchs, nor miniſters of ſtate, nor of the goſpel ; no inter- 
preters of law; no general officers; no public councils. You 
might change the names. The things in ſome ſhape muſt re- 
main. A certain quantum of power muſt always exiſt in the 
community, in ſome hands, and under ſome appellation. 

When my occaſions took me into France towards the cloſe 
of the late reign, the clergy, under all their forms, engaged a 


_ conſiderable part of my curioſity. I found them in general, 


perſons of moderate minds and decorous manners; I include 
the ſeculars, and the regulars of both ſexes. I had not the 


good fortune to know a great many of the parochial clergy ; 


but in general I received a perfectly good account of their mo- 


rals, and of their attention to their duties. With ſome of the 
higher clergy I had a perſonal acquaintance; and of the reſt 


in that elaſs very good means of information. They were, 
almoſt all of them, perſons of noble birth. They reſembled 
others of their own rank; and where there was any difference, 
it was in their favour. They ſeemed to me, beyond the cleri- 
cal character, liberal and open; with the hearts of gentlemen, 
and men of honour ; neither inſolent nor ſervile in their man- 


ners and conduct. They ſeemed to me rather a ſuperior claſs ; 
a ſet of men, amongſt whom you would not be ſurpriſed to | 


find a Fenelon; I ſaw among the clergy in Paris men of great 


learning and candour ; and I had reaſon to believe, that this 


deſcription was not confined to Paris. What I found in other 


places, I know was accidental; and therefore to be preſumed 


a fair ſample. I ſpent a few days in a provincial town, where, 
in the abſence of the biſhop, I paſſed my evenings with three 
clergymen, his vicars general, perſons who would have done 


honour to any church. They were all well informed; two of 


them of deep, general, and extenſive erudition, antient and mo- 
dern, oriental and weſtern; particularly in their own profeſ- 
ſion. They had a more extenſive knowledge of our Engliſh 
divines than I expected; and they entered into the genius of 
thoſe writers with a critical accuracy. | "ITS 
You had before your revolution about an hundred and twenty 


| biſhops. A few of them were men of eminent ſanctity, and 


charity without limit. When we talk of the herdic, of courſe 
we talk of rare, virtue. I believe the inſtances of eminent 


depravity may be as rare amongſt them as thoſe of tranſcendent 
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goodneſs. Examples of avarice and of licentionſacls may be 
picked out, I do not queſtion it, by thoſe who delight in 
the inveſtigation which leads to ſuch diſcoveries. When J was 
in France, I am certain that the number of vicious prelates 


was not great. I am told that, with few exceptions, Louis the 


Sixteenth had been more attentive to character, in his pro- 
motions to that rank, than his immediate predeceſſor; and 1 
believe (as ſome ſpirit of reform has prevailed through the 
whole reign), that it may be true. But the preſent ruling 

er has ſhewn diſpoſition only to plunder the church. It 
has puniſhed a// prelates; which is to favour the vicious, at 
leaſt in point of reputation. It has made a degrading pen- 
Gonary eſtabliſhment, to which no man of liberal ideas or ibe- 
ral —— will deſtine his children. Without the leaſt at- 
tention to the rights of patrons, the aſſembly has provided in 
future an elective clergy; an arrangement which will drive out 
of the clerical profeſſion all men of ſobriety; all who can pre- 
tend to independence in their function or their conduct; and 
which will throw the whole direction of the public mind into 


the hands of a ſet of licentious, bold, crafty, factious, flatter- 


ing wretches, of ſuch condition and fuch habits of life as will 
make their contemptible penſions (in compariſon of which the 
&ipend of an exciſeman is lucrative and honourable) an ob- 


ſtill call biſhops, are to be elected to a provifion 2 
mean, through the ſame arts (that is, electioneering arts), by 
men of all religious tenets that are known or can be invented. 
In ſhort, Sir, it ſeems to me, that this new eccleſiaftical efta- 
bliſnment is intended only to be temporary, and preparatory to 
the utter abolition, under any of its: forms, of the Chriſtian 
religion, whenever the minds of men are prepared for this 
laſt ſtroke againſt it, by the accompliſhment of the Plan for 
bre its miniſters into univerſal contempt. 
e of you who have robbed the clergy, think that they 
al — reconcile their conduct to all proteſtant nations; 


becauſe the clergy whom they have thus plundered, degraded, 
and given over to mockery and ſcorn, are of the Roman Ca- 


tholic, that is, of their own pretended perſuaſion. I have no 


doubt that ſome miſerable bigots will be found here as well as 


elſewhere, who hate ſects and parties different from their own, 


more than they love the ſubſtance of religion; and who 
are more angry with thoſe who differ from them in their par- 
ticular plans and ſyſtems, than diſpleaſed with thoſe who at- 
tack the foundation of our common hope. Theſe men will 


write 


ject of low and illiberal intrigue. Thofe officers, whom they | 
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write and ſpeak on the ſubje& in the manner that is to be ex- 
pected from their temper and character. Burnet ſays, that 
when he was in France, in the year 1683, © the method 
+: which carried over the men of the fineſt parts to popery 
% was this they brought themſelves to doubt of the whole 
Chriſtian religion. When that was once done, it ſeemed a 
« more indifferent thing of what ſide or form they continued 
© outwardly.” If this was then the eccleſiaſtic policy of 
France, it is what they have fince but too much reaſon to re- 
pent of. They preferred atheiſm to a form of religion not 
agreeable to their ideas. They ſucceeded in deſtroying that 
form; and atheiſm has ſucceeded in deſtroying them. 2 51 
The teachers who reformed our religion in England bore no 
ſort of reſemblance to your preſent reforming doctors in Paris. 
Perhaps they were (like thoſe whom they oppoſed) rather more 
than could be wiſhed under the influence of a party ſpirit; 
but they were moſt fincere believers; men of the moſt fervent 
and exalted piety ; ready to die (as ſome of them did die) like 
true heroes in defence of their particular ideas of Chriſtianity ; 
as they would with equal fortitude, and more chearfully, for 
that ſtock of general truth, for the branches of which they 
contended with their blood. Theſe men would have diſavowed 
with horror thoſe wretches who claimed a fellowſhip with them 
upon no other titles than thoſe of their having pillaged the 
perſons with whom they maintained controverſies, and their 
having deſpiſed the common religion, for the purity of which 
they exerted themſelves with a zeal, which unequivocally be- 
ſpoke their higheſt reverence for the ſubſtance of that ſyſtem 
which they wiſhed to reform. Many of their deſcendants 
have retained the ſame zeal; but (as leſs engaged in conflict) 
with more moderation. They do not forget that juſtice and 
mercy are ſubſtantial parts of religion. | 
We hear theſe new teachers continually boaſting of their 
ſpirit of toleration. That thoſe perſons ſhould tolerate all 
opinions, who think none to be of eſtimation, is a matter of 
ſmall merit. Equal negle& is not impartial kindneſs. The 
ſpecies of benevolence, which ariſes from contempt, is no true 
charity. There are in England abundance of men who tole- 
rate in the true ſpirit of toleration. They think the dogmas 
of religion, though in different degrees, are all of moment; 
and that amongſt them there is, as amongſl all things of value, 
a juſt ground of preference. They favour, therefore, and 
they tolerate. They tolerate not becauſe they deſpiſe opini- 
ons, but becauſe they reſpect juſtice. They — 
or | : an 
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and affectionately protect all religions, becauſe they love and 
venerate the great principle upon which they all agree, and 
the great object to which they are all directed. E einne 
You may ſuppoſe that we do not approve your confiſcation 
of the revenues of biſhops, and deans, and chapters, and paro- 
chial clergy poſſeſſing independent eſtates arifing from land, 
becauſe we have the ſame ſort of eftabliſhment in England. 
That objection, you will ſay, cannot hold as to the confiſcation 
of the goods of monks and nuns, and the abolition of their 
order. It is true, that this particular part of your general 
confiſcation does not affect England, as a precedent in point: 
but the reaſon applies; and it goes a great way. The Long 
Parliament confiſcated the lands of deans and chapters in Eng- 
land on the ſame ideas upon which your aſſembly ſet to ſale the 
lands of the monaſtic orders. But it is in the principle of in- 
juſtice that the danger lies, and not in the deſcription of perſons- 
on whom it is firſt exerciſed. With the National Aſſembly of 
France, poſſeſſion is nothing; law and uſage are nothing. I ſee 
the National Aſſembly openly reprobate the doctrine of preſerip- 
tion, which one of the greateſtof their own lawyers “ tells us, with 
great truth, is a part of the law of nature. He tells us, that 
the poſitive aſcertainment of its limits, and its ſecurity from 
invaſion, were among the cauſes for which civil ſociety itſelf 
has been inſtituted. If preſcription be once ſhaken, no ſpe- 
cies of property is ſecure, when it once: becomes an object 
large enough to tempt the cupidity of indigent power. I ſee 
the confiſcators begin with biſhops, and chapters, and monaſ- 
teries; but I do not fee them end there. I ſee the princes of 
the blood, who, by the oldeſt uſages of that kingdom, held 
large landed eſtates (hardly with the compliment of a debate) 
deprived of their poſſeſſions, and in lieu of their ſtable inde- 
pendent property, reduced to the hope of ſome precarious, 
charitable penſion, at the pleaſure of an aſſembly, which of 
courſe will pay little regard to the rights of penſioners at plea- 
ſure, when it deſpiſes thoſe of legal proprietors. Fluſhed with 
the inſolence of their firſt inglorious victories, and preſſed by 
the diſtreſſes cauſed by their luſt of unhallowed luere, diſap- 
pointed but not diſcouraged, they have at length ventured: 
completely to ſubvert all property of all deſcriptions through- 
out the extent of a great kingdom. They have compelled all 
men, in all tranſactions of commerce, in the diſpoſal of lands, 
in civil dealing, and through the whole communion of life, to- 
accept as perfect payment and good and lawful tender the 
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and this energy will be derived, not 
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ſymbols of their ſpeculations on a projected ſale of their plun- 


der. In England, we entertain an high opinion of the legiſlative 
authority; but we have never dreamt that parliaments had any 
right whatever to violate property, to over-rule pre cription, 
or to force a currency of their own fiction in the place ot that 


which is real, and recognized by the law of nations. But you, 


who began with refuſing to ſubmit: to the moſt moderate re- 
ſtraints, have ended by eſtabliſning an unheard- of deſpotiſm. 
J find the ground upon which your confiſcators go is this; 
that indeed their proceedings could not be ſupported in a court 
of juſtice; but that the rules of preſeription cannot bind a le- 
giſſative aſſembly. So that this legiſſative aſſembly of a free 
nation ſits, not for the ſecurity, but for the deſtruction of pro- 
perty, and not of property only, but of every rule and maxim 


which can give it ſtability, and of thoſe inſtruments which 
can alone give it circulation. | | | 
It is not the confiſcation of our church property from the 


example of France that I dread, though I think this would 
be no trifling evil; The great ſource of my ſolicitude is, leſt it 
ſhould ever be conſidered in England as the policy of a State, 
to ſeek a reſource in confiſcations of any kind; or that any 
ane deſeription of citizens ſhould be brought to regard any of 
the others as their proper prey *.. Nations are wading deeper 
and deeper into an ocean: of boundleſs debt. Public debts, 
which at firſt: were a ſecurity” to governments, by intereſting 
many in the public tranquillity, are likely in their exceſs to 
become the means of their ſubverſion. If governments pro- 


vide for theſe: debts by. heavy impoſitions, they periſh by be- 


coming odious to the people. If they do not provide for them, 


they will be undone by the efforts of the moſt dangerous of 


all parties; I mean 2 enſive diſcontented monied intereſt, 
injured and not deſtroyed. The men who compoſe this inte- 


reſt look for their ſecurity, in the firſt inſtance, to the fidelity 


of government; in the ſecond, to its power. If they find the 
old governments effete, worn out, and with their ſprings re- 
laxed, ſo as not to be of: ſufficient vigour for their purpoſes, 
they may ſeek new ones that ſhall be eee of more energy; 
rom an-acquiſition of re- 
ſources, but from a contempt of juſtice. Revolutions are 
favourable to confiſcation; and it is impoſſible to know under 
wliat obnoxious: names the next confiſcations will be autho- 
e „ . 
- But.it. will be argued, that tliis confiſcation in France ought 
vide Cic. Off. l. 2. 
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not to alarm other nations. They ſay it is not made from wan- 


ton rapacity; that it is a great meaſure of national policy, 


adopted to remove an extenſive, inveterate, ſuperſtitious mit- 
chief. It is with the greateſt difficulty that 1 am able to ſe- 
parate policy from juſtice. Juſtice is itfſelf the great ſtanding 
policy of civil ſociety; and any eminent departure from it, 


under any circumſtances, lies under the ſuſpicion of being no 


Folicy at all. 


When men are eneourag 


ed to go into a certain mode of life 


by the exiſting laws, and protected in that mode as in a las- 
ful occupation when they have accomodated all their ideas 
and all their habits to it—when the law had long made their 
adherence to its rules a ground of reputation, ànd their depar- 
ture from them a ground ef diſgrace and even of penalty—T 


am ſure it is unjuſt in l-giflature, by an arbitrary act, to offer 


a ſudden violence to their minds and their feelings; forcibly to 
degrade them from their {late and condition, and to ſtigmatize 
with ſhame and infamy that character and thoſe cuſtoms which 
| before had been made the meaſure of, their happineſs and ho- 
r. If to this be added an expulſion from their habitations, 
end a confiſcation of all their goods, I am not ſagacigus 
enough to dicorer how this deſpotic ſport, made of the ce}- 


nour. 


diſcriminated from the rankeſt tyranny. 


If the injuſtice of the courfe purſued in France 
policy of the meaſure, that is, the public beneft to be ex- 


1 conſciences, prejudices, and properties of men, can be 


de clear, the 


pected from it, ought to be at leaft as. evident, and at leaſt 55 


important. 


7 


To a mau who as under the influence of no Patil 


ſion, who has nothing in view in his projects but the public 
good, a great difference will immediately ftrike him, between 
what policy would dictate on the or 7121 introduction of ſuch 
inſtitutions, and on a queitioa of ther? tal abolition, where 


they have caſt their roots wide. and deep, and where by long 


habit things more valuable. than themfſelves are fo adapted to 
* . . 2 ">... 4 
them, and in a manner interwoven With them, that the one 


cannct be deftroyed without notably impairing the other. He 


might be embarraſſed; if the caſe were really ſuch as ſophiſ- 
ters repreſent it in their P 

as in mot queſtions © 
ſomething elie than the mere alternative-of abſolute defiructior;, 


or unreformed exiftence. 


altry ſtyle of debating. 


ſtate, there is a middle. 


— 


But in this, 
There is 


Spartam nadtus cs; hane exornd. 
This is, in my opinion, a rule of profcund ſenſe, and ouglit 
never to depart from the mind of an heneſt reformer. I can 
not conceive hom any mu can have Hrought himſelf to that 


pitch 


— 


„ 
* 
iſ 
! 
: 
. 
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pitch of preſumption, to conſider his country as nothing but 


carte blanche, upon which he may ſcribble whatever he pleaſes. 
A man full of warm ſpeculative benevolence may wiſh his ſo- 
eiety otherwiſe conſtituted than he finds it; but a good patriot, 


and a true politician, always conſiders how he ſhall make the 
moſt of the exiſting materials of his country. A diſpoſition 
to preſerve, and an ability to improve, taken together, would 


be my ftandard of a ſtateſman, Every thing elle is vulgar in 


the conception, perilous in the execution. So 
This letter is grown to a great length, though it is indeed 
ſho:t with regard to the infinite extent of the ſubject. Vari- 


- ous avocations have from time to time called my mind from the 
ſubject. I was not ſorry to give myſelf. leiſure to obſerve whe- 


ther, in the proceedings of the natioual aſſembly, I might not 
find reaſons to change or to qualify ſome of my firlt ſentiments. 
Every thing has confirmed me more firongly in my firſt opi- 
nions. It was my original purpoſe to take a view of the prin- 


ciples of the national aſſembly with regard to the great and 


fundamental eſtabliſaments; and to compare the whole of 
what you have ſubſtituted in the place of what you have de- 
ſtroyed, with the ſeveral members of our Britiſh conſtitution. 
But this plan is of greater extent than at firſt I computed, and 


I find that you have little deſire to take the advantage of any 
examples. At preſent I muſt content myſe'f with ſome re- 


marks upon your eſtabliſhments ; reſerving for another time 
what I. propoſed to ſay concerning the ſpirit of our Britiſh 
monarchy, ariſtocracy, and democracy, as practically they 
exiſt. . | | 55 

have taken a review of what has been done by the govern- 
mg power in France. I can never conſider this aſſembly as 
any thing elfe than a voluntary aſſociation of men, who have 
availed themſelves of circumſtances, to ſeize: upon the power 
of the State. They have not the ſanction and authority of 
the character under which they ſirſt met. They have aſſumed 
another of a very different nature; and have completely 
altered and inverted all the relations in which they originally 
ſtood. They do not hold the authority they exerciſe under 
any conſtitutional law of the State. They have departed 
hom the inſtructions of the people by whom they were 
ſent ; which inſtructions, as the aſſembly did not act in virtue 


of any ancient uſage or ſettled law, were the ſole ſource of 


their authority. The moſt conſiderable of their acts have 


nat been done by great majorities; and in this ſort or near 
civiſions, which carry only the conſtructtive authority of 
. | a | | the 


point 
but a 
gethe 
loth 
to wo 
To m 
quite 
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the whole, ſtrangers will conſider reaſons as well as reſo- 
lutions. 

L am convinced, that there are men of conſiderable ＋. arts 
among the popular leaders in the national au embly. Some of 
them diſplay eloquence i in their ſpecches and their writings. 
This cannot be without powerful and cultivated talents. 2 
eloquence may exiſt without a propostionable degree of wis 
dom. When I ſpeak of ability, I am obliged to diſtinguith. 
What they have done towards the ſupport of their ſyſtem be- 
tpeaks no ordinary men. In the ſyſtem itſelf, taken as the 
icheme of a republic conſtructed for. procuring the proſperity 


and ſecurity of the citizen, and for promoting the ſtrength and 


grandeur of the State, I confeſs myſelf unable to find out any 
thing which diſplays, in a ſingle inſtance, the work of a com- 
prehenfive and diſpoſing mind, or even the proviſions of a vul- 
gar prudence. Their purpoſe every where ſeems to have been 


to evade and ſlip aſide from difficulty! Commencing their la- 


bours on a principle of ſloth, they have the common fortune 
of ſlothful men. The difficulties which they rather had eluded. 
than. eſcaped, meet them again in their courſe ; they multipl:- 
and thicken on them ; ; they are involved, through a labyrinth 
of confuſed detail, in an induſtry. without limit, and without 
direction; and, in , concluſion, the whole of their work de 
comes: abe Vicious, and inſecure. _ 

It is this inability to wreſtle with difficulty aki, Jin 
obliged the arbitrary aſſembly of France to commence. their 
ſchemes of reform with abolition and total deftru&tion: But 
is it in deſtroying and pulling down that {kill is diſplayed? 
Your mob can do this as well at leaſt as your aſſemblies. The 
ſnalloweſt underſtanding, the rudeſt hand, is more than equal 


to that taſk, Rage and phrenzy will pull down more in halt” 


an hour, than prudence, deliberation, and foreiight can build 
up in an hundred years. The errors and defects of old eſta- 
blith ments are vifble and palpable, It calls for little ability to 
point them out; and where abſolute power is given, it requires 


but a word wholly to aboliſh the vice and the eſtabliſhment to- 


gether. The ſame lazy but re{leſs diſpolition, which loves 
lloth and hates quiet, directs theſe politictana, when they come 
to work, for ſupplying the place of what they have deſtroyed. 

To make every thing the reverſe of What they have ſeen is 
quite as eaſy as to deſtroy, At once to preſerve and to reform 
is quite another thing. When the. uſeful. parts of an old 
eſtabliſhment are kept, and what is ſuperadded i is to be fitted. - 


to what | is retained, a vigorous mand, ſteady. perſevering at- 


tentior > 


— 
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tentien, various powers of compariſan and combination, and the 
. reſources of an underſtanding fruitful in expedients, are to be ex- 


erc:{ed; they are to he exerciſed in acontinued conflict with the 


combined force of « ppoſite vices; with the obſtinacy that rejects 


all improvement, and the levity that is fatigued and diſguſted with 
every thing of which it is in poſſeſſion. But you may object (A 


„ proceſs of this kind is flow. It is not fit for an aſſembly, 


« which glories in performing in a few months the work of 
ages. . Such a mode of reforming, poſſibly, might take up 
many years.” Without queſtion it might, and it ought. 
Ix is one, of the excellencies of a method in which time is 


amongſt the aſſiſtants, that its operation is flowy and in ſome 


cafes almoſt imperceptible. If eircumſpection and caution are 
a part of wiſdom, when we work. only upon inanimate matter, 
furely they become a part of duty too, when the ſuhject of 


vur: demblition and conſtruction is not brick and timber, but 


fentient/beings, by the ſudden alteration of whoſe ſtate, con- 
dition, and habits, multitudes may be rendered miſerable. 
But it ſeems as if it were the prevalent opinion in Paris, that 
an unfecling heart, and an undoubting confidence, -are; the 
ſole qualifications for a perfect legiſlator. Far different are 
my ideas of that high office. The true lawgiver ought to 
here a heart full of ſenſibility. He ought to love and reſpe&t 
his kind, and to fear himſelf. It may be allowed to bis 
temperament to catch his ultimate object with an intuitive 
glance ; but his movement towards it ought to he deliberate. 
Political arrangement, as it is a work for ſocial ends, is to be 
only wrought by ſocial means. There mind maſt conſpire 
with mind. Time is required to produce that union of minds 


which alone can produce all the good we aim at. Our pa- 


tience will atchieve more than our force. If T might venture 
to appeal to what is ſo much out of faſhion in Paris, I mean 
to experience, I ſhould tell you, that in my courſe. I have 
known, and, according to my meaſure, have co-operated with 


great men; and I have never yet ſeen any plan which has not 


been mended by the obſervations of thoſe who were much in- 


ferior in underſtanding tothe perſon who taok the lead in the 


buſineſs: By a flow but well-ſuſtained progreſs, the effect of each 
ſtep is watched; the good or ill ſucceſs of the firſt; gi ves light to 
us in the ſecond; and ſo, from light to light, we are conducted 
with ſafety through the whole ſeries. We ſee that the parts of 
the ſyſtem do not claſh. The evils latent in the moſt promiſing 


contrivances are provided for as they ariſe. One advantage is as 


uttle as poſſible ſacrificed to another. We compenſate, we re- 


concile, 


% 
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eoncile, we balance. We are enabled to unite into a conſiſt- 
ent whole the various anomalies and contending | principles» 
that are found in the minds and affairs of men. From hence 
ariſes, not an excellence in ſimplicity, but one far ſuperior, _ 
an excellence in compoſition. Where the great intereſts of 
mankind are concerned through a long ſucceſſion of genera- 
tions, that ſucceſſion ought to be admitted into ſome ſhare in 
the councils which are fo deeply to affect them. If juſtice re- 
quires this, the work itſelf requires the aid of more minds 
than one age can furniſſi. It is from this view of things that 
the beſt legiſlators have been often ſatisfied with the eſtahliſli- 
ment of ſome ſure, ſolid, and ruling principle in goverument; 
a power like that which fome of the philoſophers have called 
a plaſtic nature; and having fixed the principle, they have left 
it afterwards to its own operation. ; | 

To proceed in this manner, that is, to proceed with a pre- 
ſiding principle, and a prolific energy, is with me the criterion 
of profound wiſdom. What your polit:cians think the marks. 
of a bold, hardy genius, are only proofs of a deplorable want 
of ability. By their violent haſte, and their defiante of the 
proceſs of nature, they are delivered over blindly. to every 
projector and adventurer, to every alchymiſt and einpiric. 

Me. who undertake conſiderabie things, even in a regular 
way, onght to give us ground to preſume ability. But the 
phyſician of the State, who, not ſatisfied with-the cure of diſ- 
tempers, undertakes to regenerate conftitutions, ought to 
ſhew uncommon powers. Some very OT TE Jen of 
wiſdom ought to diſplay themſelves on the face of the deſigns 
of thoſe — appeal to no practice, and who copy after 
no model. Has any ſuch been manifeſted? I fflall take a 
view (it ſhall for the ſubject be a very ſfiort one] of what the- 
aſſemhly has done, with regard, firſt, to the conſtitution of 
the legiſlature; in the next place, to that” of the executive 
power; then to that of the judicature; aſterwards to the mo- 
del of the army; and conelude with the ſyſtem of finance; to 
fee whether we can. diſcover in any part of their ſchemes the- - 

ortentous ability, which may juſtify theſe bold undertakers 

in the ſuperiority which they aſſume over mankind. © _ 

It is in the model of the ſovereign and preſiding part of thia- 
new republic, that we ſhould expect their grand diſplay.” For 
the plan itſelf at large, and for the: reaſons on Which it is 
grounded, I refer to the journals of the aſſembly of the 29th: 
of September 1789, and to the ſubſequent proceedings which 
have made any alterations in the plan. So far as in a matter 
' omewhat confuſed I can ſee liglit, che tem remains ſubſtan- 


4 


er 
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| 4 1 WE as it has been originally. framed. My few remarks will a 
| be ſuch as regard its ſpirit, its tende and its fitneſs for a 
_ framing a popular commonwealth, which they profeſs theirs ſu 
to che, fuited to the ends for which a commonwealth is made, 7 
At the ſame time, I mean to conſider i its conſiſteney voth itſelf. = 
van: its own principles. 7 
Old eſtabliſhments are tried by their effects. If the Cle of 
are happy, united, wealthy, and powerful, we preſume the th 
reſt. But in a new and merely theoretic ſyſtem, it is expected pl 
that every contrivance ſhall appear, on the face of it, to an- in 

: {wer its end; eſpecially where the projectors are no way em- 10 
barraſſed with an endeavour to accommodate the new-building "oy 
to an old one, either in the walls or on the foundations. fo 
The French builders, clearing away as mere rubbiſh what- 6 

- ever: they found, and, like their ornamental gardeners, form- pr 
ing every thing into an exact level, propoſe to reſt the whole to 
local and general legiflature on three baſes of three different m. 
kinds; eometrical, one arithmet ical, and the third finan- co 
«cial; the e fir af which: they call the baſis rs of territory; the ſe- ſec 
. %'D the baſes of population ;- and the third, the bafrs of: contri- i ea 
bution. For the accompliſhment of the firſt of theſe purpoſes WI 
they divide the area of their country into eighty- three pieces, V 
regularly ſquare, of eighteen leagues by eighteen. Theſe large by 
- Jiviſions are called Departments. Theſe they portipn, proceed- ve 
ing by ſquare meaſurement, into ſeventeen hundred and twenty lal 
diſtricts called Communer. Theſe again they fubdivide, ſtill ad 
Proceeding by ſquare meaſurement, into 3 Ae ed 1 

© Cantons, making in all 6400, it. 
When theſe State ſurveyors came 45 take a view of thei bl 
«wok of. meaſurement, they ſoon found, that in politics the i m 
moſt fallacious of all things was geametricat demonſtration. ne 
They had then recourſe to another baſis (or rather buttreſs) to no 
-- ſupport: the building which tottered on that falſe foundation. bi. 
It was evident; that the goodneſs of the ſoil, the number. of gi 
the people, their wealth, . and; the largeneſs of their contribu- th 
tion, made ſuch infinite variations between ſquare and ſquare th 
as to render menſuration a ridiculous {ſtandard of power in the ar. 
' commonwealth, and equality in. geometry the molt unequal of yo 
all meafures in tire. diſtribution of men. However, they could * 
not give it up. But dividing their political and civihrepreſen-I C 
tation into three parts, tl ey allotted one of thoſe parts to the . Ku 
Fquare. meaſurement, without a ſingle fact or calculation to be 
gertain whether this territorial proportion of repreſentation an 


* fairly 3 and ng upon * ann really 10 ＋ | Wi 
a tlur 
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a third. Having however given to geometry this portion (of 
a third for her dower) cut of compliment I ſuppoſe. to that 
_ ſublime ſcience, they left the other to to be ſcuffled for be- 
| tween the other parts, population and contribution. | 
When they came to provide for population, they were not 
able to proceed quite ſo ſmoothly as they had done in the field 
of their geometry. Here their arithmetic came to bear upon 
their juridical metaphyſics. Had they ſtuck to their- meta- 
phyſic principles, the arithmetical proceſs would be fimple 
indeed. Men, with them, are ſtrictly equal, and are entitled 
10 equal rights in their own government. Each head, on this 
fftem, would have its vote, and every man would vote directly 
for the perſon who was to repreſent him in the legiſlature. 
But ſoft - by regular degrees, not yet. This metaphyſic 
principle, to which law, cuſtom, uſage, policy, reaſon, were 
to yield, is to yield itſelf to their pleaſure. There muſt be 
many degrees, and ſome ſtages, before the repreſentative can 
come in contact with his conſtituent. Indeed, as we ſhall ſoon 
ſee, theſe two perſons are to have no ſort of communion with 
each other. Firſt, the voters in the Canton, who compoſe 
what they call primary aſſemblies, are to have a qualification. 
What! a qualification on the indefeaſible rights of men? Ves; 
but it ſhall be a very ſmall qualification. „ ſhall be 
very little oppreſſive; only the local valuation of three days 
labour paid to the public. Why, this is not much, I readily 
admit, for any thing but the utter ſubverſion of your equaliſing 
principle. As a qualification it might as well be let alone; for 
it anſwers no one purpoſe for which qualifications are eſta- 
bliſhed: And, on your ideas, it excludes from a vote, the 
man of all others. whoſe natural equality ſtands. the moſt 1n; 
need of protection and defence; I mean the man who. has. 
nothing elſe but his natural equality to guard him. You order 
him to buy-the right,, which you before told him nature. had: 
given to him gratuitouſly at his birth, and of which no au- 
thority on eartli could lawfully deprive him. With regard to- 
the perſon who cannot come up to your market, a tyrannous 
* ariſtocracy, as againſt him, is eſtabliſhed at the very outſet, by. - 
you who pretend ts be its ſwarn-foe, . 1 
The gradation proceeds. Theſe primary aſſemblies of the 


_ © Canton elect deputies to the Commune; one for every two 
hundred qualified inhabitants. Here is the firſt medium put 
between the primary: elector and the repreſentative legiſlator; 
and here a new turnpike is fixed for taxing the rights of men 
with a.ſecond qualification: For none can be elected into the 
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Commune who does not pay the amount of ten days labour. Nor. 


have we yet done. There is' ſtill to be another gradation *. 
Theſe Communes, choſen by the: Canton, chooſe to the Depart- 


ment; and the deputies of the D-partment chooſe their depu- 


ties to the National Aſſembly. Here is a: third barrier of a 


ſenſeleſs. qualification. Every deputy do the National Aſſem- 


bly muſt pay, in direct contribution, to the value of a mart sf 


ſilver. Of all theſe qualifying barriers we muſt think alike; 
that they are impotent to ſecure independence ; ſtrong only 
to deſtroy the rights of men. | FFV 

When they come to their third baſis, that of Contribution, 
we find that they have more completely loſt ſight of their rights 
of men. This laſt baſis reſts entirely on property. A princi- 
ple totally different from the equality of men, and'utterly irre- 
concileable to it, is thereby admitted; but no ſooner is this. 
principle admitted, than (as uſual) it is ſubverted; and it is 
not ſubverted (as we ſhall preſently ſee) to approximate the 
inequality of riches to the level of nature. THe additional. 
ſhare in the third portion. of repreſentation (a portion re- 
ſerved exclufively for the higher contribution), is made to re- 
gard the ditrict only, and not the individuals in it who pay. 
It is eaſy to perceive, by the courſe of their reaſonings, how 
much they: were embarraſſed by their contradictory ideas of 
the rights of men and the privileges of riches. The coramittee 
of conſtitution do as good as admit that they are wholly irre- 


 eoncileable. © The relation, with regard to the contribu-- 


« tions, is without doubt 2 (ſay they) when the queſtion is 
on the balance of the political rights as between individual 
« and individual; without which perſonal equality <vould be de- 


. « froyed, and an ariflocracy of | the rich. would be eſtabliſned. 
pears when the propor- 


« But this inconvemence entirely di 
«, tional relation of the contribution is only conſidered in the 


« great maſſes, and is ſolely between province and r erst it 


« ſerves in that caſe only to form a juſt reciprocal proportion 


between the cities, without affecting the perſonal rights of 


« the citizens.“ 
5 


* The aſſembly, in executing the plan of their conimitee, made ſome: 
alterations. They have ſtruck out one ſtage in theſe gradations; this re- 


moves a. part. of the objection: But the main objection, namely, that in 


meir ſcheme the firſt conſtituent voter has no connection with the repre - 
ſentative e remains in all its force. There afe other alterations, 
ibly for the better, ſome certainly for the worſe; but to the au- 


ſome * b 
thor the merit or demerit of theſe ſmaller alterations appear to be of ne 
moment, where the ſcheme itſelf is fundamentally vicious and abſurd, 
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Here the principle of contribution, as taken between man 
and man, is reprobated as null, and deſtructive to equality; 
and as pernicious too; becauſe it leads to the eſtabliſhment of an 
 eriftocracy o the rich. However, it muſt not be abandoned. 
And the way of getting rid of the difficulty is to eſtabliſh the 
inequality as between department and department, leaving all 
the individuals in each department upon an exact par. Ob- 
ſerve,. that this parity between individuals had been before de- 
ſtroyed when the qualifications within the departments were 
fettled; nor does it ſeem a matter of great importance whether 
the equality of men be injured by maſſes or individually. 
Now take it in the other point of view, and let us ſuppoſe 
their principle of ' repreſentation according to contribution, 
that is according to riches, to be well imagined, and to be a 
neceſſary baſis for their republic. In this their third baſis they 
aſſume, that riches ought to be reſpected, and that juſtice and 
policy require that they ſtrould ent itle men, in ſome mode or 
other, to a larger ſhare in the adminiſtration of public affairs; 
it is now to be ſeen, how the aſſembly provides for the pre- emi- 
nence, or even for the ſecurity of the rich, by conferring, in 
virtue of their ©,1 ilence, that larger meaſure of power to their 
diſtrict which is denied to them perſonally. I readily admit 
(indeed I ſhould lay it down as a fundamental principle), that 
in a republican government, which has a democratic baſis, the 
rich do require an additional ſecurity above what is neceſſarx 
to them in monarehies. They are ſubject to envy, and through 
envy to oppreſſion. On the preſent ſcheme, it is impoſſible to 
divine what advantage they derive from the ariſtocratic Er _ 
rence upon which the unequal repreſentation of the maſſes ts 
founded. The rich cannot feel it, either as a ſupport to dig- 
nity, or as ſecurity to fortune: For the ariſtocratic maſs is ge- 
nerated from purely democratic principles; and the prevalence 
given to it in the general repreſentation has no ſort of reference 
to, or connexion with, the perſons, upon account of whoſe pro- 
perty. this ſuperiority of the maſs is eftabhſhed; 2 tt 
Let us ſuppoſe one man in a diſtrict (it is an eaſy ſuppoſi- 
tion) to contribute as much as an hundred of his neighbours. 
Againſt theſe he has but one vote, If there were but one re- 
preſentative for the maſs, his poor neighbours would outvote 
him by an hundred to one for that ſingle repreſentative. Bad 
enough. But amends are to be made him. How? The diſ- 
trict, in virtue of his wealth, is to chooſe, ſay,” ten members 
inſtead of one: That is to ſay, by paying a very large contri- 
bution he has the happineſs of being outvoted, an hundred to 
e : | 85 ; One, 
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one, by the poor for ten repreſentatives, inſtead of being out- 


voted exactly in the ſame proportion for a ſingle member. In 


truth, inſtead of benefitting by this ſuperior quantity of re- 
preſentation, the rich man is ſubjected to an additional hard- 
hip. The increaſe of repreſentation within his province ſets 
up nine perſons more, and as many more than nine as there 


may be democratic candidates, to cabal and intrigue, and to 


flatter the people at his expence and to his oppreſſion. An in- 
tereſt is by this means held out to multitudes of the inferior 
ſort, in obtaining a ſalary of eighteen livres a day (to them a 
vaſt object), beſides the pleaſure of a reſidence in Paris and their 


ſhare in the government of the kingdom. The more the ob- 


jects of ambition are multiplied and become democratic, juſt 

in that proportion the rich are endangered. | 
Thus it muſt fare between the poor and the rich in the province 

deemed ariſtocratic, which in its internal relation is the very re- 


verſe of that character. In its external relation, that is, its re- 


lation to the other provinces, I cannot fee how the unequal re- 


preſentation, which is given to maſſes on account of wealth, 
becomes the means of preſerving the equipoiſe and the tranquil- 
lity of the commonwealth. For if it be or. of the objects to 


ſecure the weak from being cruſhed by the ſtrong (as in all ſo- 


ciety. undoubtedly it is), how are the ſmaller and poorer of theſe 
maſſes to be ſaved from the tyranny of the more wealthy? It 
is by adding to the wealthy further and more ſyſtematical means 


of oppreſſing them. When we come to a balance of repreſenta- 


tion between corporate bodies, provincial intereſts, emulations, 
and jealouſies are full as likely to ariſe among them as among in- 


dividuals; and their diviſions are likely to produce a much hotter 
ſpirit of diſſenſion, and ſomething leading much more nearly to 
A War. . | | . | | 

I fee that thefe ariſtocratic maſſes are made upon what is 
called the principle of direct contribution. Nothing can be a 


| e Feen he ſtandard than this. The indirect eontribution, 
ariſes from duties on conſumption, is in truth a2 


that whic 
better ſtandard, and follows and diſcovers wealth more na- 
turally than this of direct contribution. It is diſſicult, indeed, 
to fix a ſtandard of local preference on acconnt of the one, or 
of the other, or of both, becauſe ſome provinces may pay the 


more of either or both, on account of cauſes not intriafic, 


but originating from thoſe/ very diſtricts over whom they have 


obtained a preference in conſequenee of their oſtenſible contri- 
-bution. 


Ik the maſſes were independent fovereign bodies, 
who were to provide for a fœderative treaſury by diſtin contin- 
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gents, and that the revenue had not {as it has) many impo- 
ſitions running through the whole, which affect men individu- 
ally, and not corporately, and which, by their nature, con- 
found all territorial limits, ſomething might be ſaid for the baſis 
of contribution as founded on maſſes. But of all things, this 
repreſentation, to be meaſured by contribution, is the moſt 
difficult to ſettle upon principles of equity in # country, which 
conliders 1ts diſtricts as Pauly, an whole. For a great 
city, ſuch as Bourdeaux or Paris, appears to pay a vaſt body 
of duties, out of all aſſignable proportion to other places, and 


its maſs is conſidered accordingly. But are theſe cities the 


true contributors in that proportion? No: The conſumers of 
the commodities imported into Bourdeaux, who are ſcattered 
through all France, pay the import duties of Bourdeaux. The 
produce of the vintage in Guienne and Languedoc give to 


that city the means of its contribution growing out of an ex- 


port commerce. The landholders who ſpend their eitates in 
Paris, and are thereby the. creators of that city, contribute 
for Paris from the provinces out of which ther revenues ariſe. 
Very nearly the fame arguments will apply to the repreſenta- 
tive ſhare given on account ef dire contribution: Becauſe the 
direct contribution mult be aſſeſſed on wealth real or preſumed; 
and that local wealth will itſelf ariſe from cauſes not local, 
and which therefore in equity ought nok to produce a local 
prefefents; s F EE eo | 
It is very remarkable, that in this fundamental regulation, 
which ſettles the repreſentation of the maſs upon the direct 
contribution, they have not yet Tettled how that direct con- 
tribution ſhall be laid, and how apportioned. Perhaps there 
is ſome latent policy towards the continuance of the preſent 


aſſembly in this range procedure, However, until they do 


this, they can have no certain conſtitution. It muſt depend at 
laſt upon the fyſtem of taxation, and muſt vary with every 
variation in that fyſtem. | | is IE | 

To compare together the three baſes, not on their political 
reaſon, but on the ideas on which the afſembly works, and to 


try its conſiſtency with itſelf, we cannot avoid obſerving, that 


the principle which the committee call the baſis of population 
does not begin to operate from the ſame point with the two 
ee called the baſes of territory and of contribution, 
which are both of an ariſtocratic nature. The conſequence is, 
that where all three begin to operate together, there is the 
moſt abſurd inequality produced Ly the operation of the for- 
mer on the two latter principles. Every canton contains four 
ſquare leagues, and is eſtimated to contain, on the average, 
rand 3 4,090 
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aſſembly; the 3,289 voters will ſend „teen. 
_ «qual ſtiare in the contribution of the whole commune, there will 
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4, oo inhabitants, or 680 voters in the primary aſſemblies, ; which 
vary in numbers with the population of the canton, and fend 


one depuiy to the commune tor every 200 voters. Sings cantons 


. ng = A commune. 


No let us take a canton containing'a hs Siri town 15 trade; 


or a great manufacturing town, Let us ſuppoſe the population 


of this canton to be 12, 700 inhabitants, or 2,193 voters, form- 
ing three primary __— bs and ſendin iS ants aww to the com- 
mune. 

Oppoſe to this one canton t2v0 others of the e eight 
in the ſame commune. Theſe we may ſuppoſe to have their 
fair population of 4,000 inhabitants, and 680 voters each, or 
8,000 inhabitants and 1 360 voters, both together. Theſe 
will form 700 primary effenivitcs, and ſend” ons fee deputies to 
1 commune. 

When the affembly of the commune comes to vote; on the baſis 
of territory, which principle is firſt admitted to operate in that 
aſſembly, the /ing/e canton which has h/, the territory of the 
other two, will have ten voices to fix in the election of three 
deputies to the aſſembly of the department, choſen on Wa EX» 

preſs ground of a repreſentation of territory. 


This' inequality, ſtriking as it is, will be yet highs ra 


vated, if we ſuppoſe, as we fairly may, the {/everal other can- 
tons of the commune to fall proportionably ſhort of the average 
population, as much. as the 5. incipal canton exceeds it. Now, 
as to the baſis of coniritution, which alſo is a pr inciple admitted 
firſt to operate in the aſſembly of the commune Let us again 
take one canton, ſuch as is ſtated above. If the whole of the 


direct contributions paid by a great trading or manufacturing 


town be divided equally among the inhabitants, each individual 
will be found to pay much more than an individual livi ing in the 
country according to the ſame average. The whole paid by 


the inhabitants of the former will be more than the whole paid 


by the inhabitants of the latter—we may fairly aſſume one-third 


more. Then the 12,70 inhabitants, or 2,193 voters of the 


canton will pay as much as 19,050 inhabitants, or 3, 289 voters 


of the other cautonc, which are nearly the eſtimated proportion 


of inhabitants and voters of five other cantons. Now the 2,193 


voters will, as I before Taid, ſend only fen deputies to the 
Thrus, for an 


be-a difference of /ixtezn voices to ten in voting fer deputies to 
be clioſen on the principle of repreſenting the —_— contr i- 
but ion of the whole commune. 

By the fame 8 of W DEC we hall find 7 5:87 5 in- 
. habitants, 
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habitants, or 2, 741 voters of the other cantons, who pay one- 


eth Less to the contribution of the whole commune, will have 


three voices MORE than the 12, 700 inhabitants, or 2, 193 voters 
of the one canton, „ W 
Such is the fantaſtical and unjuſt inequality between maſs and 


maſs, in this curious repartition of the rights of repreſentation 


ariſing out of territory and contribution. The qualifications 


wich theſe confer are in truth negative qualifications, that 


give a right in an inverſe proportion to the poſſeſſion of them. 
In this whole contrivance of the three baſes, conſider it in 
any light you pleaſe, I do not ſee a variety of objects, recon- 
ciled in one conſiſtent whole, but ſeveral contradictory princi- 
les reluQantly and irreconcileably brought and held together 
« your philoſophers, like wild beaſts ſhut up in a cage, to claw 

and bite each other to their mutual deſtruction. - | 
You cannot but perceive in this ſcheme, that it has a direct 
and immediate tendency to ſever France into a variety of re- 
publics, and to render them totally independent of each other, 
without any direct conſtitutional means of coherence, connec- 
tion, or ſubordination, except what may be derived from their 
acquieſcence in the determinations of the general congreſs of 


the ambaſſadors from each independent republic. 1 
When the members who compoſe theſe new bodies of can- 


tons, communes, and departments, arrangements purpoſely pro- 
duced through the medium of confuſion, begin to act, they 


will find themſelves, in a great meaſure, ſtrangers to one ano- 
ther. Mag iſtrates and collectors of revenue are now no longer 


acquainted. with their diſtricts, biſhops with their dioceſes, or 
curates with their pariſhes. "Theſe new colonies of the rights 


of men hear a ſtrong reſemblance to tliat ſort of military colo- 
' mes which Tacitus has obſerved upon in the declining policy of 


Rome. In better and wiſer days (whatever courſe they took 
with foreign nations), they were careful to make the elements 
of a methodical ſubordination and ſettlement to be coeval; and 
even to lay the foundations of civil diſcipline in the military *. 
But, when all the good arts had fallen into ruin, they proceeded, 


as your aſſembly does, upon the equality of men, and with as lit- 
tle judgment, and as little care of thoſe things which make a re- 


public tolerable or durable. But in this, as well as almoſt 
every inſtance, your new commonwealth is born, and bred, and 


fed, in thoſe corruptions which mark degenerated and worn 


out republics, 


* Tacit. Annal. I. 14. ſect. 27. 
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It is the reſolution to break their country into ſeparate re- 
publics, which has driven Ae, modern legiſlators into the 
greateſt number of their difficulties and contradictions, If it 


were not for this, all the queſtions of exact equality, and theſe 


balances, never to be ſettled, of individual rights, population, 
and contribution, would be wholly uſeleſs. The repreſentation, 
though derived from parts, would be a duty which equally re- 
garded the whole. Each deputy to the aſſembly would be the 


repreſentative of France, and of all its deſcriptions, of the 


many and of the few, of the rich and of the poor, of the great 
diſtricts and of the ſmall. All theſe diſtricts would themſelves 


be ſubordinate to ſome ſtanding authority, exiſting indepen- 


dently of them; an authority in which their repreſentation, 
and every thing that belongs to it, originated, and to which it 
was pointed, This ſtanding, unalterable, fundamental govern- 
ment would make, and it 1s the only thing which could make, 
that territory truly and properly an whole. With us, when 
we elect popular repreſentatives, we ſend them to a council, in 
which each man individually is a ſubject, and ſubmitted to a 
government complete in all its ordinary functions. With you 
the elective aſſembly is the ſovereign, and the ſole ſovereign : 
All the members are therefore integral parts of this ſole ſove- 
reignty. But with us it is totally different. With us the re- 
preſentative, ſeparated from the other parts, can have no action 
and no exiſtence. 'The government 1s the point of reference of 
the ſeveral members and diſtricts of our repreſentation. This 
is the center of our unity. This government of reference is a 


truſtee for the whole, and not for the parts. So is the other 


branch of our public council, I mean the houſe of lords. With 
us the king and the lords are ſeveral and joint ſecurities for the 
equality 4 each diſtrict, each province, each city. When did 
you hear in Great Britain of any province ſuffering from the 
inequality of its repreſentation; what diſtrict from having no 
repreſentation at all? Not only our monarchy and our peer- 
age ſecure the equality on which our unity depends, but it is 
the ſpirit of the houſe of commons itſelf. The very inequality 
of repreſentation, which is ſo fooliſhly complained of, is per- 
haps the very thing which gong us from thinking or acting 


all Scotland. But is Cornwall better taken care of than 
Scotland? Few trouble their heads about any of your baſes, 
out of ſome giddy clubs. Moſt of thoſe who wiſh for any 


change, upon any plauſible grounds, defire it on different 
Your 


ideas. 
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leaſt intereſt in it. | 8 
What is it we all ſeek for in an election? To anſwer its real 
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Vour new conſtitution is the very reverſe of ours in its prin- 


ciple; and I am aſtoniſhed how any perſon could dream of 


holding out any thing done in it as an example for Great 
Britain. With you there is little, or rather no, connection 
between the laſt repreſentative and the firſt conſtituent. The 
member who goes to the national aſſembly is not choſen by the 
people, nor accountable to them. There are three elections 


before he is choſen : Two ſets of magiſtracy intervene between 


him and the primary aſſembly, ſo as to render him, as I have 
faid, an ambaſſador of a State, and not the repreſentative of the 


people within a State. There is no way to make a connection 


between the original conſtituent and the repreſentative, but by 
the eireuitous means which may lead the candidate to apply in 


the firſt inſtance to the primary electors, in order that by their 


authoritative inſtructions (and ſomething more perhaps) theſe. 
primary electors may force the two ſucceeding bodies of 


electors to make a choice agreeable to their wiſhes. But this 


would plainly ſubvert the whole ſcheme. Tt would be to 


plunge them back into that tumult and confuſion of popular 


election, which, by their interpoſed gradation elections, they 
mean to avoid, and at length to riſque. the whole fortune of the 
ſtate with thoſe who have the leaſt knowledge of it, and the. 


purpoſes, you muſt firſt poſſeſs thEmeansof knowing the fitneſs of 
your man; and then youmuſt retain ſome hold upon him by perſo- 


nal obligation or dependence. For what end are theſe primary 


electors complimented, or rather mocked, with a choice? They 


can never know any thing of the qualities of him that is to 
ſerve them, nor has he any obligation whatfoever to them. Of 


all the powers unfit to be delegated by thoſe who have any real 
means of judging, that moſt peculiarly unfit is what relates to 
a perſoxal choice. In caſe of abuſe, that body of primary. 


electors never can call the repreſentative to an account for his 


conduct. He is too far removed from them by the chain of 
repreſentation. If he acts improperly at the end of his two 
years leaſe, it does not concern him for two years more. By 
the new French conſtitution, the beſt and the wiſeſt repreſen- 
tatives ge equally with the worſt into this Limbus Patrum. 


Their bottoms are ſuppoſed foul, and they muſt go into dock 
to be refitted. Every man who has ſerved in an aſſembly is 
ineligible for two years after. Juſt as theſe magiſtrates begin 


to learn their trade, like chimney-{weepers, they are diſqualified 
tor exercifing it. | 25 5 
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Finding no ſort of principle of coherence with each other in 
the nature and conſtitution of the ſeveral new republics of 


France, I confidered what cement the legiſlators had provided 
for them from any extraneous materials, and tracing their 


policy through their actions, I think I can diſtinguiſh the 


arrangements by which they propoſe to hold theſe republics 
together. The firſt, is the confiſcation, with the. compulſory 
paper currency annexed to it; the ſecond, 1s the ſupreme 
power of the city of Paris; the third, is the general army of 
the State. Of this laſt I ſhall referve what J have to fay, until 
F come to confider the army as an head by itfelf. 

As to the operation of the firſt (the confiſcation and paper 
currency) merely as a cement, I cannot deny that theſe, the 
one depending on the other, may for ſome time compoſe ſome 
ſort of cement, if their madneſs and folly in the management, 
and in the tempering of the parts together, does not produce a 
repulfion in the very outſet. But allowing to the ſcheme fome 
coherence and duration, it appears to me, that if, after a while, 
the confiſcation ſhould not be found ſufficient to ſupport the 
paper coinage (as I am morally certain it will not) then,” in- 
ſtead of cementing, it will add infinitely to the diſſociation, 
diſtraction, and confuſion of theſe confederate republics, both 
with relation to each other, and to the ſeveral parts within 
themſelves. But if the confiſcation ſhoald fo far ſucceed as to 
nk the paper currency, the cement is gone with the circula- 
tion, In the mean time its binding force will be very uncer- 
tain, and it will ſtraiten or relax with every variation in the 
eredit of the paper. 5 „ | 

One thing only is certain in this feheme, which is an effect 
ſeemingly collateral, but direct, I have.no doubt, in the minds 
of thoſe who conduct this buſineſs ; that is, its effect in pro- 
dncing an Oligarchy in every one of the republics. A paper 
circulation, not founded on any real money depoſited or engag- 
ed for, amounting already to four and-forty millions of Eng- 
liſn money, and this currency by force ſubſtituted in the place 
of the coin of the kingdom, becoming thereby the ſubſtance 
of its revenue, as well as the medium of all its commercial and 
civil intercourſe, muſt put the whole of what power, authority, 
and influence is left, in any form whatſoever it may affume, 
into the hands of the managers and conduttors of this eircu- 
lation. "ah 

In England we feel the influence of the bank; though it is 
only the center of a voluntary dealing. He knows little indeed 
of the influence of money upon maukind, who does not en 
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the force of the management of a monied concern, which is ſo. 
much more extenſive, and in its nature ſo much more depend- 
ing on the managers than any of ours. But this is not merely 
a money concern. There 1s another member m the ſyſtem 
inſeparably connected with this money management. It con- 
ſiſts in the means of drawing out at diſcretion portions of the 
confiſcated lands for ſale; and carrying on a proceſs of con- 
tinual tranſmutation of paper into land, and land into paper. 
When we follow this proceſs in its effects, we may conceive 
ſomething of the intenſity of the force with which this ſyſtem 
muſt operate. By this means the ſpirit of money-jobbing and 
ſpeculation goes into the maſs of land itſelf, and incorporates 
with it. By this kind of operation, that ſpecies of property 
becomes (as it were) volatilized; it aſſumes an unnatural and 
monſtrous activity, and thereby throws into the hands of the 
ſeveral managers, principal and ſubordinate, Pariſian and pro- 
vincial, all the repreſentative of money, and perhaps a full 


tenth part of all the land in France, which has now acquired 


the worſt and moft pernicious part of the evil of a paper circu- 
lation, the greateſt poſſible uncertainty in its value. The new 
dealers being all habitually adventurers, and without any fixed 
habits or Iocal predilections, will purchaſe to job out again, as 
the market of paper, or of money, or of land ſhall preſent an 
advantage. 8 - : 

Your legiſlators, in every thing new, are the very firſt who 
have founded a commonwealth upon gaming, and infuſed this 


ſpirit into it as its vital breath. The great object in theſe | 


politics is to metamorphoſe France, from à great kingdom 
into one great play- table; to turn its inhabitants into a nation 
of gameſters; to make ſpeculation as extenſive as life; to mix 
it with all its concerns; and to divert the whole of the hopes 
and fears of the people from their uſual channels, into the im- 
ulſes, paſſions, and ſuperſtitions of thoſe who live on chances. 
They loudly proclaim their opinion, that this their preſent 
ſyſtem of a repuhlic cannot poſſibly exiſt without this kind of 
gaming fund; and that the very thread of its life is ſpun out 
of the ſtaple of theſe ſpeculations. The old gaming in, funds 
was miſchievous enough undoubtedly; but it was ſo only to 
individuals. Even when it had its greateſt extent, in the 
Miſſiſſipi and South Sea, it affected but few, comparatively; 
where it extends further, as in lotteries, the ſpirit has but a 
ſingle object. But where the law, which in moſt circum- 
ſtances forbids, and in none countenances gaming, is itſelf de- 
bauched, fo as to reverſe its KR Ang policy, and expreſgly; - 
| : 3. | ; — 
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to force the ſubject to this deſtructive table, by bringing the f 
ſpirit and ſymbols of gaming into the minuteſt matters, and t 
engaging every body in it, and in every thing, a more dread. 1 
ful epidemic diſtemper of that kind is ſpread than yet has ap- t 
peared in the world. With you a man can neither earn nor v 

buy his dinner, without a ſpeculation. What he receives in d 
the morning will not have the ſame value at night. What he 0 
is compelled to take as pay for an old debt, will not be received | 
as the ſame when he comes to pay a debt contracted by himſelf ; fe 

nor will it be the ſame when by prompt payment he would v 
avoid contracting any debt at all. Induſtry muſt wither away. n 
Economy muſt be driven from your country. Careful pro- 0! 
viſion will have no exiſtence. Who will labour without know- xt 
ing the amount of his' pay? Who will ſtudy to increaſe what w 
none can eſtimate ? Who will accumulate, when he does not tt 
know the value of what he faves? If you abſtract it from its fr 
uſes in gaming, to accumulate your paper wealth, would be es 
not the providence of a man, but the diſtempered inſtinct of a th 
jackdaw. | | : ne 

The truly melancholy part of the policy of ſyſtematically th 
making a nation of gameſters is this; that though all are tv 
forced to play, few can underſtand the game; and fewer ſtill 
are in a condition to avail themſelves of the knowledge. The P. 

many mult be the dupes of the few who conduct the machine It 
of theſe ſpeculations. What effect it muſt have on the country th 
ple is viſible. The townſman-can calculate from day to NC 
day: Not ſo the inhabitant of the country. When the peaſant m. 
firſt brings his corn to market, the magiſtrate in the towns in 
obliges him to take the aſſignat at par; when he goes to the th 
ſhop with this money, he finds it ſeven per cent. the worſe for Ne 
eroſſing the way. This market he will not readily reſort to re: 
again. The towns-people will be inflamed ! they will force ne 
the country people to bring their corn. Reſiſtance will begin, an 
and the murders of Paris and St. Dennis may be renewed far 
through all France. | | to 

Zo far as to the firſt cementing principle. 5 tio 

The ſecond material of cement for their new republic is the ou: 
ſuperiority of the city of Paris; and this I admit is ftrongly jer 
eonnected with the other cementing principle of paper circula- EO! 
tion and confiſcation. It is in this part of the project we muſt fill. 
look for the cauſe of the deſtruction of all the old bounds of din 
provinces and juriſdictions, eccleſiaſtical and ſecular, and the thc 

- diffolution of all ancient combinations of things, as well as the to | 


formation of ſo many {mall unconnected republics. The a K 
x 1 33 3 power 
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power of the city of Paris is evidently one great ſpring of all 
their politics. It is through the power of Paris, now become 
the center and focus of jobbing, that the leaders of this fac- 
tion direct, or rather command the whole legiſlative and the 
whole executive government. Every thing therefore muſt be 
done which can confirm the authority of that city over the 
other republics. Paris is compact; ſhe has an enormous 
ſtrength, wholly diſproportioned to the force of any of the 
ſquare republics; and this ſtrength is collected and condenſed 
within a narrow compaſs. Paris has a natural and eaſy con- 
nexion of its parts, which will not be affected by any ſcheme 
of a geometrical conſtitution, nor does it much ſignify whether 
its proportion of repreſentation be more or leſs, ſince it has the 
whole draft of fiſhes in its drag- net. The other diviſions of 
the kingdom being hackled and torn to pieces, and ſeparated 
from all their habitual means, and even principles of union, 
_ eannot, for ſome time at leaſt, confederate againſt her. No- 
thing was to be left in all the ſubordinate members, but weak- 
| neſs, diſconnection, and confuſion. To confirm this part of 
the plan, the aſſembly has lately come to a xeſolution, that no 
two of their republics ſhall have the ſame commander in chief. 
To a perſon who takes a view of the whole, the ſtrength of 
Paris, thus formed, will appear a ſyſtem of general weakneſs, 
It is boaſted, that the geometrical policy has been adopted, 
that all local ideas ſhould be ſunk, and that the people ſhould 
no longer be Gaſcons, Picards, Bretons, Normans, but French- 
men, with one country, one heart, and one aſſembly. Bur. 
inſtead of being all Frenchmen, the greater likelihood is, that 
the inhabitants of that region will ſhortly have no country. 
No man ever was attached by a ſenſe of pride, partiality, or 
real affection, to a deſcription of ſquare meaſurement. He 
never. will glory in belonging to the Checquer, No r, or to 
any other badge-ticket. We begin our public affections in our 
families. No cold relation is a zealous citizen. We paſs on 
to our neighbourhoods, and our habitual provincial connec- 
tions. Theſe are inns and reſting- places. Such divifions of 
our country as have been formed by habit, not by a ſudden 
jerk of authority, were ſo many little images of the great 
country in Which the heart found fomething which it could 
fill. The love to the whole is not extinguiſhed by this ſubor- 


dinate partiality. Perhaps it is a ſort of elemental training to 
thoſe higher and more large regards, by which alone men come 
to be affected, as with their own concern, in the proſperity of 


a kingdom ſo extenſive as that of France. In that general 
| territory 


3 long. | 5 | 
Paſſing from the civil creating, and the civil cementin g princi- 


128 Burke's Refletions on the 5 


territory itſelf, as in the old name of provinces, the citizens. 


are intereſted from old prejudices and unreaſoned habits, and 
not on account of the geometric properties of its figure. The 


power and pre-eminence of Paris does certainly preſs down 


and hold theſe republics together, as long as it laſts. But, for 
reaſons I have already given you, I think it cannot laſt very 


ples of this conſtitution, to the national aſſerably, which is to ap- 
pear and act as ſovereign, we fee a body in its conſtitution with 
every poſſible power, and no poſſible external controul. We ſee a 
body without fundamental laws, without eſtabliſhed maxims, with- 
out reſpected rules of proceeding, which nothing can keep firm to 


any ſyſtem whatſoever. ' Theirideaoftheirpowers isalways taken 


at the utmoſt ſtretch of legiſlative competency, and their examples 


for common caſes, from the exceptions of the moſt urgent 

neceſſity. The future is to be in moſt reſpects like the preſent | 
aſſembly ;- but, by the mode of the new elections and the ten- 

dency of the new circulations, it will be purged of the ſmall 


degree of internal controul exiſting in a minority choſen origi- 
nally from various intereſts, and preſerving ſomething of their 
ſpirit. If poſſible, the next aſſembly muſt be worſe than the 
preſent. ' The preſent, by deſtroying and altering every thing, 
will leave to their ſucceſſors apparently nothing popular to do. 


They will be rouſed by emulation and example to enterpriſes. 


the boldeſt and the moſt abſurd. To ſuppoſe ſuch an aſſembly 
fitting in perfect quietude 1s ridiculous, | 
Your all-ſufficient legiſlators, in their hurry to do every thing 
at once, have forgot one thing that ſeems effential, and which, 
J believe, never has been before, in the theory or the practice, 
omitted by any projector of a republic. They have forgot to 
conſtitute a Senate, or ſomething of that nature and character. 


Never, before this time, was heard of a body politic compoſed 


of one legiſlative and active aſſembly, and its executive officers, 
without ſuch a council; without ſomething to which foreign. 
States might connect themſelves; ſomething to which, in the 
ordinary detail of government, the people could look up; 


ſomething which might give a bias and ſteadineſs, and preſerve 


ſomething like conſiſtency in the proceedings of State. Such a 
body kings generally have as a council. A monarchy may 


exiſt without it; but it ſeems to be in the very eſſence of a 
_ republican government. It holds a fort of middle place be- 


tween the ſupreme” power exerciſed by the people, or imme- 
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diately delegated from them, and the mere executive. Of this 
there are no traces in your conſtitution. F233, 

Let us now turn our eyes to what they have done towards 
the formation of an executive power. For this they have 
choſen a degraded king. This their firſt executive officer is | 
to be a machine, without any ſort of deliberative diſcretion in ﬀ 
any one act of his function. Mbeſt he is but a channel to 11 
convey to the national aſſembly ſuch matter as may import that 
body to know. If he had been made the excluſive channel, 
the power would not have been without its importance; though 
infinitely perilous to thoſe who would chooſe to exerciſe it. 
But public intelligence and ſtatement of facts may paſs to the |} 
_ aſſembly, with equal authenticity, through any other convey=  ' Ii} 
ance. As to the means, therefore, of giving à direction to mM 
meafures by the ſtatement of an authorized reporter, this office 
of intelligence is as nothing. | 1 

To conſider the French ſcheme of an executive officer in its 
two natural diviſions of civil and politieal In the firſt it muſt 
be obſerved, that, according to the new conſtitution, the 
higher parts of judicature, in either of its lines, are not in the 
king. The king of France is not the fountain of juſtice. The 
judges, neither the original nor the appellate, are of his nomi- 
nation, He neither propoſes the candidates, nor has a nega- 
tive on the choice, He is not even the public proſecutor. He 
ſerves only as a 2 to authenticate the choice made of the 
judges in the ſeveral diſtricts. By his officers he is to execute 
their ſentence. It is not in nature, that fitoated as the king 
of the French now is, he can refpe& himſelf, or be reſpected 
by others. | os ood 
View this new executive officer on the ſide of his political 
capacity, as he acts under the orders of the national aſſembly. 
To execute laws is a royal office; to execute orders is not to 
be u king. However, a political executive magiſtracy, though 
merely Tac, is a great truſt, It is a truſt indeed that has 
much depending upon its faithful and diligent performance, 
both in the perſon preſiding in it and in all his ſubordinates. 
Means of performing this duty ought to be given by regula- 
tions, and diſpoſitions towards it ought to be infuſed by the 
eircumſtanees attendant on the truſt. It ought to be. envi- 
roned with dignity, authority, and confideration, and it ought 
to lead to glory. The office of execution is an office of exer- 
tion. It is not from impotence we are to expect the taſks of 
ower. What ſort of perſon is a king to command executory 
Kerri, who has to means whatfoever to reward it ? Not in a 
5 : permanent 
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permanent office; not in a grant of land; no, not in a penſion 
of fifty pounds a-year; not in the vaineſt and moſt trivial title. 
In France the king is no more the fountain of henour than he 
is the fountain of juſtice. All rewards, all diſtinctions are in 
other hands. Thoſe who ſerve the king can be actuated by no 
natural motive but fear; by a fear cf every thing except their 
maſter. His functions of intern coercion are as odious, as 
thoſe which he exerciſes in the department of juſtice. If re- 
lief is to be given to any municipality, the aſſembly gives it. 
If troops are to be ſent to reduce them to obedience to the aſ- 
{embly, the king is to execute the order; and upon every oc- 
caſion he is to be ſpattered over with the blood of his people. 
He has no negative; yet his name and authority is uſed to en- 
force every harſh decree. Nay, he muſt concur in the butchery 
of thoſe who ſhall attempt to free him from his impriſonment, 
or ſhew the ſlighteſt attachment to his perſon or to his antient, 
authority. | | 5 | EL 

A king circumſtanced as the preſent, if he is totally ſtupi- 
Hed by his misfortunes, ſo as to think it not the neceſſity, 
but the premium and privilege of life, to eat and ſleep, with- 
out any regard to glory, never can be fit for the office. If 
he feels as men commonly feel, he muſt be ſenſible, that an 
office ſo circumſtanced is one in which he can obtain no fame 

e e 6 He has no generous intereſt that can excite him 
to a 
To inferior people ſuch an office might be matter of hanour. 
But to be raiſed to it, and to deſcend to it, are different things, 
and ſuggeſt different ſentiments. Does he really name the 
miniſters? They will have a ſympathy with him. Are they 
forced upon him? The whole buſinefs between them and the 
nominal king will be mutual counteraction. In all other coun- 
tries, the office of miniſters of State is of the higheſt dignity. 


In France it is full of perit and incapable of glory. Rivals, 


however, they will have in their nothingneſs, whilſt ſhallow am- 


bition exiſts in the world, or the deſire of a miſerable ſalary is 


an incentive. to ſhort- ſighted avarice. Thoſe competitors of 
the miniſters are enabled by your conſtitution to attack them in 
their vital parts, whilit they have not the means of repelling 


their charges in any other than the degrading character of cul- 


prits. The miniſters of State in France are the only perſons 
in that country who are incapable of a fhare in the national 
councils. What miniſters! What councils What a nation! 
But they are reſponſible. It is a poor ſervice that is to be 


had from reſponſibility. The elevation of mind, to be derived _ 


from _ 


— 
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ion. At beſt, his conduct will be paſſive and defenſive. 
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from fear, will never make a nation glorious. Reſponſibility 
prevents crimes. It makes all attempts againſt the laws dange- 
rous. But for a principle of active and zealous ſervice, none 
but ideots could think of it. Is the conduct of a war to be 
truſted to a man who may abhor its prineiple; who, in every 
ſtep he may take to render it ſucceſsful, confirms the power of 
thoſe by whom he is oppreſſed? Will foreign States ſeriouſſy 
treat with him who has no prerogative of peace or war; no, not 
ſo much as a ſingle vote by himſelf or his miniſters, or by any 
one whom he can poſſibly influence. - A ſtate of contempt is 
not a ſtate for a prince : Better get rid of him at once. 

I know it will be ſaid, that theſe humours in the court and 
executiye government will continue only through this genera- 
tion ; and that the king has been brought to declare the dau- 

hin ſhall be educated in a conformity-to his fituation. If he 
is made to conform to his ſituation, he will have no education 
at all. His training muſt be worſe even than that of an arbi- 
trary monarch. If he reads, — whether he reads or not, ſome 

ood or evil genius will tell him his anceſtors were kings, - 
henceforward his object muſt be to aſſert himſelf, and to 
avenge his parents. This you will ſay is not his Duty. That 
may be; but it is Nature; and whilſt you pique Nature againſt 
you, you do unwiſely to truſt to Duty. In this futile ſcheme 
of polity, the State nurſes in its boſom, for the preſent, 
a ſource of weakneſs, perplexity, counteraction, inefficiency, 
and decay; and it prepares the means of its final ruin. 

Lou have ſettled, by an ceconomy as perverted as the po- 
licy, two“ eſtabliſnments of government; one real, one ficti- 
ous. Both maintained at a vaſt expence; but the fictitious at, 
I think, the greateſt. Such a machine as the latter is not 
wortli the greaſe of its wheels. The expence is exorbitant; 

- and neither the ſhew nor the uſe deſerve the tenth part of the 
charge. Oh! but I do. not do juſtice to the talents of the 
legiſlators. I do not allow, as 1-ought to do, for neceſſity. 
Their ſcheme of executive force was not their choice. This 
pageant muſt be kept. The people would not conſent to part 
with it. Right; I underſtand you. You do, in ſpite of your 
grand theories, to which you would have heaven and earth to 
bend; you do know how to conform yourſelves to the nature 
and. circumſtances of things. But when you were obliged to 
conform thus far to circumſtances, you ought to have carried 
your ſubmiſſion farther, and to have made what you were 
obliged to take, a proper inſtrument, and uſeful to its end. 
n reality three, to reckon the provincial — 
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If the parliaments had been preſerved, inſtead of being dif- 
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That was in your power. For inſtance, among many others, 


it was in your power to leave to your king the right of peace 


and war. What! to leave to the executive magiſtrate the moſt 
dangerous of all prerogatives? I know none more dangerous; 


nor any one more neceſſary to be ſo truſted, I do not ſay that 


this prerogative ought to be truſted to your king, unleſs he en- 


joyed other auxiliary truſts along with it, which he does not 


now hold. But, if he did poſſeſs them, hazardous as they are 
undoubtedly, advantages would ariſe from ſuch a conſtitution, 


more than compenſating the riſque. There is no other way 
of keeping the ſeveral potentates of Europe from intriguing 
diſtinctly and perſonally with the members of your aſſembly, 


from intermeddling in all your concerns, and fomenting, in the 


heart of your country, the moſt pernicious of all factions; fac- 

tions in the intereſt and under the direction of foreign powers. 
A great deal more might be obſerved on the ſtrange con- 

ſtitution of the executory part of the new government; but 


fatigue muſt give bounds to the diſcuſſion of ubjects, which in 


themſelves have hardly any limits. 
As little genius and talent am J able to pergeive in the plan 


of judicature formed by the National Aſſembly. According to 


their invariable courſe, the framers of your conſtitution have 


begun with the utter abolition of the parliaments. Theſe ve - 
nerable bodies, like the reſt of the old government, ſtood in 


need of reform, even though there ſhould be nor change made 
in the monarchy. They required ſeveral more alterations to 


adapt them to the ſyſtem of a free conſtitution. But they had 


particulars in their conſtitution, and thoſe not a few, which 
deſerved approbation from the wife. They poſſeſſed one fun- 


damental excellence; they were independent. | 


They had alſo furniſhed, not the beſt certainly, but ſome 
conſiderable corrective to the exceſſis and vices of the monar- 


chy. Such an independent judicature was ten times more 
. neceſſary when a democracy became the abſolute power of the 


country, In that conſtitution, elective, temporary, local 
judges, ſuch as you have contrived, exerciſing their dependent 


functions in a narrow ſociety, muſt be the worlt of all tribu- 
+ nals. In them it will be vain to look for any appearance of 
juſtice towards ſtrangers, towards the obnoxious rich, towards 


the minority of routed parties, towards -all thoſe who in the 


election have ſupported unſucceſsful candidates. It will be 


impoſſible to keep the new tribunals clear of the worſt ſpirit of 
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ſolyed at ſo ruinous a change to the nation, they might have 
ſerved in this new commonwealth, perhaps not preciſely the 
ſame (I do not mean an exact parallel), but near the fame pur- - 
poſes as the court and ſenate wa Areopagus did in Athens; that 
is, as one of the balances and correctives to the evils of a light 
and unjuſt democracy. Every one knows that this tribunal 
was the great ſtay of that State; every one knows with what 
care it was upheld, and with what a religious awe it was con- 
ſecrated. The parliaments were not wholly free from faction, 
J admit; but this evil was exterior and accidental, and not ſo 
much the vice of their conſtitution itſelf, as it muſt be in your 
new contrivance of ſexennial elective judicatories. „ 
It would have been prudent, along with the parliaments, to 
reſerve their ancient power of regiſtering, and of remonitrat- 
ing at leaſt, upon all the decrees of the National Aſſembly, as 
they did upon thoſe which paſſed in the time of the monarchy. 
It would be a means of ſquaring the occaſional decrees of a 
democracy to ſome principles of general juriſprudence. : 
| Your veſting the power of remonſtrance, which, in the time 
of the W exiſted in the parliament of Paris, in your 
principal executive officer, whom, in ſpite of common ſenſe, 
you perſevere in calling king, is the height of abſurdity. Vou 
vughit never to ſuffer remonſtrance from him who is to execute. 
The perſon whom you call king, ought not to have this power, 
or he ought to have more. e | 
Your preſent ler roger is ſtrictly judicial. Inſtead of 
imitating your monarchy, and ſeating your judges on a bench 
of- independence, your object is to reduce them to the moſt. 
blind obedience. As you have changed all: things, you have 
invented new principles of order. You firſt appoint judges, 
who, I ſuppoſe, are to determine according to law, and then 
you let them know, that, at ſome time or other, you intend 
to give them ſome law by which they are to determine. Any 
ſtudies which they have made (if any they have made) are to 
be uſeleſs to them. But to ſupply theſe ſtudies, they are to 
be ſworn to obey all the rules, orders, and inſtructions, which 
from time to time they are to receive from the National Aſ- 
ſembly. Theſe if they ſubmit to, they leave no ground of 
law to the ſubject. They become complete, and moſt danger- 
ous inſtruments in the hands of the governing power, which, 
in the midſt of a cauſe, or on the proſpe& of it, may wholly 
change the rule of decifion. If theſe orders of the en, 
Aſſembly come to be contrary to the will of the people who 
locally chooſe thoſe judges, ſuch confuſion muſt happen as is 
pk | | N | terrible 
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terrible to think of. For the judges owe their place to the lo- in 
cal authority; and the commands they are ſworn to obey come an 
from thoſe who have no ſhare in their appointment. In the nat 
mean time they have the example of the court of Chatelet to mi! 
encourage and guide them in the exerciſe of their functions. an 
That court is to try criminals ſent to it by the National Aſſem- 28 
bly, or brought before it by other courſes of delation. They lig 
ſit under a guard, to ſave their own lives. They know not by the 
what law they judge, nor under what authority they a, nor 7 
by what tenure they hold. It is thought that they are Jome- giv 
times obliged to condemn at peril of their lives. This is not der 
perhaps certain, nor can it be aſcertained; but when they ac- fox 
quit, we know, they have ſeen the perſons whom they diſ- the 
charge, with perfect impunity to the actors, hanged at the ſent 
door of their court. . Fe cs 
It is curious to obſerve, that the adminiſtrative bodies are hon 
carefully exempted from the juriſdiction of theſe new tribunals, lent 
But the cauſe of the exemption is plain. Theſe adminiſtrative the 
bodies are the great inſtruments of the preſent leaders in their blith 
progreſs through democracy to oligarchy. They mult there- rake 
fore be put above the law. It will be aid, that the admini- to x 
ſtrative bodies will be accountable to the general aſſembly. This whe 
I fear is talking, without much conſideration, of the nature of Tho 
that aſſembly or of theſe corporations. However, to be ſub- moſt 
ject to the pleaſure of that aſſembly, is not to be ſubject to law, whic 
either for protection or for conſtraint. . a with 
This eſtabliſhment of judges as yet wants ſomething to its frien 
completion. It is to be crowned by a new tribunal, Ihis is to 7 
be a grand State judicature; and it is to judge of crimes com- all at 
mitted againſt the nation, that is, againſt the power of the eſtab 
aſſembly. If great care, however, is not taken to form it in into 
a ſpirit very different from that which has guided them in their taug] 
proceedings relative to State offences, this tribunal, ſubſervient right 
to their Inquiſition, the committee of reſearch, will extinguiſh adm 
the laſt ſparks of liberty in France, and ſettle the moſt dread and e 
ful and arbitrary tyranny ever known in any nation. 5 eiplin 
Has more wiſdom been diſplayed in the conſtitution of your avowe 
army than what 1s diſcoverable in your plan of judicature? out fe 
'The able arrangement of this part is the more difficult, and re- the ec 
quires the greater {kill and attention, not only as a great con- ſum te 
cern in itſelf, but as it is the third cementing principle in, the threat 


new body of republics, which you call the French nation. midſt 
The miniſter and ſecretary of ftate for the war department, ſom o 
is M. de la Tour du Pin. This gentleman, like his colleagues theſe 


In 
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in adminiſtration, is a moſt zealous aſſerter of the revolution, 
and a ſanguine admirer of the new conſtitution, which origi- 
nated in that event. His ſtatement of facts, relative to the 
military of France, is important, not only from his official 
and perſona] authority, but becauſe it diſplays very clearly the 
actual condition of the army in France, and becauſe it throws 


light on the principles upon which the aſſembly proceeds in 


the adminiſtration of this critical object. | 
M. de la Tour du Pin, on the 4th of laſt June, comes to 
give an account of the ſtate of his department, as it exiſts un- 


der the auſpices of the National Aſſembly. No man knows it 


fo well; no man can expreſs it better. Addreſſing himſelf, to 
the National Aſſembly, he ſays, His Majeſty has this day 
ſent me to apprize you of the multiplied diſorders of which 
every day he receives the moſt diſtreſſing intelligence. The 
army (le corps militaire) threatens to fall into the moſt turbu- 


lent anarchy. Entire regiments have dared to violate at once 


the reſpect due to the laws, to the King, to the order eſta- 


bliſhed by your decrees, and to the oaths which they have 
taken with the moſt awful ſolemnity. Compelled by my duty 


to give you information of theſe excefſes, my heart bleeds 


when I confider who they are that have committed them. 


Thoſe, againſt whom it is not in my power to withhold the 


moſt grievous complaints, are a part of that very ſoldiery 
which to this day have been ſo full of honour and loyalty, and 
-— whom, for fifty years, I have lived the comrade and the 
friend. | 5 | 

« What incomprehenſible ſpirit of delirivm and deluſion has 
all at once led them aſtray? Whilſt you are indefat:gable in 
eſtabliſhing uniformity in the empire, and moulding the whole 


into one coherent and conſiſtent body; whilſt the French are 


taught by you, at once the reſpe& which the laws owe to the 
rights of man, and that which the citizens owe to the laws, the 
adminiſtration of the army preſents nothing but diſturbance 
and confuſion. I ſee in more than one corps the bonds of diſ- 
cipline relaxed or broken; the moſt unheard-of pretenſions 
avowed directly and without any diſguiſe; the ordinances with- 
out force; the chiefs without authority; the military cheſt and 
the colours carried off; the authority of the King himſelf Pri- 
ſum teneatis] proudly defied; the officers deſpifed, degraded, 


threatened, driven away, and ſome of them priſoners in the 


midſt of their corps, dragging on. a precarious life in the bo- 
ſom of diſguſt and humiliation. 'To fill up the meaſure of all 


theſe horrors, the commandants of places have had their 
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throats cut, under the eyes, and almoſt in the arms, of their ov 
own ſoldiers. m_ r bu 
FT heſe evils are great; but they are not the worſt conſe- be. 
quences which may be produced by ſuch military inſurrections. me 
Sooner or later they may menace the nation itſelf. T he nature po 
ef things requires, that the army ſhould never act but as an in- arr 
firument. The moment that, erecting | itſelf into a dehberative Ki 
body, it ſhall act according to its own reſolutions, the govern- aſſe 
ment, be it what it may, will immediately degenerate into a military tha 
democracy; a ſpecies of political monſter, which has always | 
ended by devouring thoſe who have produced it. ; one 
After all this, who muſt not be alarmed at the irregular req 
- conſultations, and turbulent committees, formed in ſome regi- for 
ments by the common ſoldiers and non-commiſſioned officers, pri 
without the knowledge, or even in contempt of the authority pro 
of their ſuperiors; although the preſence and concurrence of civ 
thoſe ſuperiors could give no authority to ſuch monſtrous de- and 
mocratic aſſemblies C comices ].“ ù»f ſue 
I cannot help pauſing here for a moment, to reflect upon evil 
the expreſſions of ſurpriſe which this Miniſter has let fall, re- wo! 
lative to the exceſſes he relates. To him the departure of the of 
troops from their ancient principles of loyalty and honour ſeems like 
quite inconceivable. Surely thoſe. to whom he addreſſes him- upc 
{elf know the cauſes of 1t but too well. 'They know. the doc- the 
trines which they have preached, the decrees which they have to 
paſſed, the practices which they have countenanced. The had 
ſoldiers remember the 6th of October. They recollect the pret 
French guards. They have not forgot the taking of the Mo 
King's caſtles in Paris, and at Marſeilles. That the governors exp 
in both places were murdered with impunity, is a fact that por. 
has not paſſed out of their minds. They- do not abandon the of -1 
principles laid down ſo oftentatiouſly and laboriouſly of the 1 
equality of men. The cannot ſhut their eyes to the e con! 
tion of the whole nobleſſe of France, and the ſuppreſſion of aſſei 
the very idea of a gentleman, The total abolition of titles diſo 
and diſtinctions is not loſt upon them. But Mr. du Pin is ſubc 
aſtoniſhed at their diſloyalty, when the doctors of the aſſembly uſed 
have taught them at the ſame time the reſpect due to laws. this 
It is eaſy to judge which of the two ſorts of leſſons men with prot 
arms in their hands are likely to learn. As to the authority auth 
of the King, we may collect from the Miniſter himſelf (if any join 
argument on that head were not quite ſuperfluons) that it 1s mun 
not of more conſideration with theſe troops, than it is with tert: 


every body elſe. The King,” ſays he, © has over and fero 


Over 
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over again repeated his orders to put a ſtop to theſe exceſſes : 
but, in ſo terrible a criſis your [the aſſembly's ] concurrence is 
become indiſpenſably neceſſary to. prevent the evils which 
menace the ſtate. You unite to the force of the legiſlative 
power, that of opinion ſtill more important.“ To be ſure the 


army can have no opinion of the power or authority of the 


King. Perhaps the ſoldier has by this time learned, that the 


aſſembly itſelf does not enjoy a much'greater degree of liberty 


than that royal figure. 93 | 

It is now to be ſeen what has been propoſed in this exigency, 
one of the greateſt that can happen in a ſtate. The Miniſter 
requeſts the aſſembly to array itſelf in all its terrors, and to call 
forth all its majeſty. He defires that the grave and ſevere 
principles announced by them may give vigour to the King's 
proclamation. After this we ſhould have looked for courts 
civil and martial ; breaking of ſome corps, decimating others, 
and all the terrible means which neceſſity has employed in 
ſuch caſes to arreſt the progreſs. of the moſt terrible of all 
evils ; particularly, one might expect, that a ſerious inquiry 
would be made into the murder of commandants in the view 
of their ſoldiers. Not one word of all this, or of any thing 
like it. After they had been told that the ſoldiery trampled 
upon the decrees of the aſſembly promulgated by the King, 
the aſſembly paſs new decrees ; and the Suthoriſe the King 
to make new proclamations. After the Secretary at War 
had ſtated that the regiments had paid no regard to oaths 
pretis aver la plus impeſante ſolemnite—they propoſe —what ? 
More oaths. They renew decrees and proclamations as they 
experience their inſufficiency, and they multiply oaths in pro- 
portion as they weaken, in the minds of men, the ſanctions 
of religion. 5 | 

To prevent the miſchiefs ariſing from conſpiracies, irregular 
conſultations, ſeditious committees, and monſtrous democratic 
aſſemblies [ comitia, comices'} of the ſoldiers, and all the 
diſorders ariſing from idleneſs, luxury, diſſipation, and in- 
ſubornation, I believe-the moſt aſtoniſhing means have been 
uſed, that ever occurred to men, even in all the inventions of 
this prolific age. It is no leſs than this :—The King has 
promulgated in circular letters to all the regiments his dire& 
authority and encouragement, that the ſeveral corps ſhould 
join themſelves with the clubs and confederations in the feveral 
municipalities, and mix with them in their feaſts and civic en- 
tertainments ! This jolly diſcipline, it ſeems, is to ſoften the 


ferocity of their minds ; to reconcile them to their bottle - 


N 3 companions 


4 
* 


138 Burke's Reflections on the 


companions of other deſcriptions; and to merge particular 
— iracies in more general aſſociations. That this remedy 
would be pleaſing to the ſoldiers, as they are deſcribed by Mr. 
de la Tour du Pin, I can readily believe; and that, however 
mutinous otherwiſe, they will dutifully ſubmit themſelves to 


| theſe royal proclamations. But I ſhould queſtion whether all 


this civic ſwearing, clubbing, and feaſting, would diſpoſe them 
more than at preſent they are diſpoſed, to an obedience to 
their officers ; or teach them better to ſubmit to the auſtere 
rules of military diſcipline. | 


\ 


Concerning the likelihood of this improvement in diſcipline, 


by the free converſation of the ſoldiers with the municipal 
feſtive ſocicties, which is thus officially encouraged by royal 
authority and ſanction, we may judge by the ſtate of the mu- 
nicipalities themſelves, furniſhed to us by the war miniſter in 
this very ſpeech. He conceives good hopes of the ſucceſs of 
his endeavours towards reſtoring order for the preſent, from the 
good diſpoſition of certain regiments; but he finds ſomething 
cloudy with regard to the future. As to preventing the re- 


.turn of confuſion. © for this, the adminiſtration (ſays he) can- 


not be anſwerable to you, as long as they ſce the municipalities 
arrogate to themſelves an authority over the troops, which your 
inſtitutions have reſerved wholly to the monarch. You have fixed 
the limits of the military authority andthe municipal authority. 
Vou have bounded the action, which you have permitted to the 
latter over the former, to the right of requiſition; but never did 
the letter or the ſpirit of your decrees authoriſe the commons 
in theſe municipalities to break the officers, to try them, to 
give orders to the ſoldiers, to drive them from the poſts com- 
mitted to their guard, to ſtop them in their marches ordered 
by the King, or, in a word, to enſlave the troops to the caprice 
of each of the cities or even market towns through which 
mhey;are to pals! i | 80 % inen 
Such is the character and diſpoſition of the municipal ſo- 


” "y 
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ciety which is to reclaim the ſoldiery, to bring them back to 
the true principles of military ſubordination, and to render 
them machines in the hands of the ſupreme power of the 
country! Such are the diſtempers of the French troops! Such 
is their cure! As the army is, ſo is the navy. The munici- 
palities ſuperſede the orders of the aſſembly, and the ſeamen 
in their turn ſuperſede the orders of the municipalities. 
What you may do finally, does not appear; nor is it of 
much moment, whilſt the ſtrange and contradictory. relation 
between your army and all the parts of your republic, as well 
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as the puzzled relation of thoſe parts to each other and to the 
whole, remain as they are. You ſeem to have given the pro- 
viſional nomination of the officers, in the firſt inſtance, to the 
King, with a reſerve of approbation by the National Aſſembly. 
Men who have an intereſt to purſue are extremely ſagacious in 
diſcovering the true ſeat of power. They muſt ſoon perceive 
that thoſe who can negative indefinitely, in reality appoint. 
The officers muſt therefore look to their intrigues in that aſ- 
ſembly, as the ſole certain road to promotion. Still, how- 
ever, by your new conſtitution they muſt begin their ſoli- 
citation at court. This double negotiation for military rank 
ſeems to me a contrivance as well adapted, as if it were ſtudied 
for no other end, to promote faction in the aſſembly itſelf, 


relative to this vaſt military patronage; and then to poiſon 


the corps of officers with factions of a nature ſtill more dan- 
gerous to the ſafety of government, upon any bottom on 
which it can be placed, and deſtructive in the end to the effi- 
ciency of the army itſelf. Thoſe officers who loſe the pro- 
motions intended for them by the crown, muſt become of a 
faction oppoſite to that of the aſſembly which has rejected 


their claims, and muſt nouriſh diſcontents in the heart of the 


army againſt the ruling powers. Thoſe officers on the other 
hand, who, by carrying their point through an intereſt in the 


aſſembly, feel themſelves to be at beſt only ſecond in the good- 
will of the crown, though firſt in that of the aſſembly, muſt 


ſlight an authority. which would not advance, and could not 
retard their promotion. - | | 5 

How came the aſſembly by their preſent power over the 
army? Chiefly, to be ſure, by debauching the ſoldiers from 
their officers. They have begun by a moſt terrible operation. 
They have deſtroyed the principle of obedience in the great 
eſſential critical link between the officer and the ſoldier, juſt 
where the chain of military ſubordination commences, and 
on which the whole of that ſyſtem depends. The ſoldier is 
told, he is a citizen, and has the rights of man and citizen. 
The right of a man, he is told, is to be his own governor, and 
to be ruled only by thoſe to whom he delegates that ſeli-govern- 
ment. Tt is very natural he ſhould think, that he ought moſt 
of all to have his choice where he is to yield the greateſt de- 
gree of obedience. He will therefore, in all probability, ſyſ- 


tematically do, what he does at preſent occaſionally; that is, 


he will exerdiſe at leaſt a negative in the choice of his officers, 
At preſent the officers are known at beſt to be only permiſſive, 


and on their good behaviour. In fact, there have been many 
inſtances 
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Here is a ſecond negative on the choice of the King; a nega- 
tive as effectual at leaſt as the other of the aſſembly. The 
ſoldiers know already that it has been a queſtion, not ill re- 
ceived in the National Aſſembly, whether they ought not to have 


When ſuch matters are in deliberation, it 1s no extravagant 
ſuppoſition that they will incline to the opinion moſt favour- 
able to their pretenſions. They will not bear to be deemed 
the army of an impriſoned King, whilſt another _— in the 
ſame country, with whom too they are to feaſt and confederate, 
is to be conſidered as the free army of a free conſtitution. 
They will caſt their eyes on the other and more permanent 
army ; I mean the municipal. That corps, they well know, 
does actually ele& its own officers. They may not be able to 
_ diſcern the grounds of diſtinction on which they are not to 
* ele a Marquis de la Fayette (or what is his new name?) of 
their own. If this election of a commander in chief be a part 
juſtices of peace, elective judges, elective curates, elective 
biſhops, elective municipalities, and eleQive commanders of 


the brave troops of France the only men in that nation who 
are not the fit judges of military merit, and of the qualifica- 
tions neceſſary for a commander in chief? Are they paid by 
the State, and do they therefore loſe the rights of men ? They 
are a part of that nation themſelves, and contribute to that 
pay. And is not the King, is not the National Aſſembly, and 
are not all who ele& the National Aſſembly, likewiſe paid? 
Inſtead of ſeeing all theſe forfeit their rights by their re- 
Ferns a falary, they perceive that in all theſe caſes a falary is 
given for the exerciſe of thoſe rights. All your reſolutions, 
all your proccedings, all your debates, all the works of your 


into their hands; and you expect that they will apply to their 
own caſe juſt as much of your doctrines and examples as ſuits 
your pleafure, | 
Every thing depends upon the army in ſuch a government 


as yours; for you have induftriouſly deſtroyed all the opinions, 
and prejudices, and, as far as in you lay, all the inſtincts which 
ſupport government. Therefore the moment any difference 
_ ariſes between your National Aſſembly and any part of the na- 
tion, you muſt have recourſe to force. Nothing elſe is left to 
you; or rather you have left nothing elſe to yourſelves. You 
| ſee 


inſtances in which they have been caſhiered — their corps. | 


the direct choice of their officers, or ſome proportion of them? 


of the rights of men, why not of theirs ? They fee elective 


the Pariſian army.— Why ſhould they alone be excluded? Are 


doctors in religion and politics, have induſtriouſſy been put 
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ſee by the report of your war miniſter, that the diſtribution 
of the army is in a great meaſure made with a view of internal 
coercion. Vou muſt rule by an army; and you have infuſed 
into that army by which you rule, as well as into the whole 
body of the nation, principles which aſter a time muſt diſable 
you in the uſe you reſolve to make of it. The King is to call 
out troops to act againſt his people, when the world has been 
told, and the aſſertion is ſtill ringing in our ears, that troops 
ought not to fire on citizens. The colonies aſſert to them- 
ſelves an independent conſtitution and a free trade. They mult 
be conſtrained by troops. In what chapter of your code of 
the rights of men are they able to read, that it is a part of 
the rights of men to have their commerce monopolized and 
reſtrained for the benefit of others? As the coloniſts riſe on 
you, the negroes riſe on them. Troops again— Maſſacre, 
torture, hanging! 'Theſe are your rights of men! Theſe are 
the fruits of metaphyſic declarations wantonly made, and 
ſhamefully retracted! It was but the other day that the farmers 
of land in one of your provinces refuſed to pay ſome ſorts 
of rents to the lord of the ſoil. In conſequence of this you 
decree, that the country people ſhall pay all rents and dues, 
except thoſe which as grievances you have aboliſhed ; and if 
they refuſe, then you order the King to march troops againſt 
them. You lay down metaphyſic propoſitions which infer 
univerſal conſequences, and then you attempt to limit logic by 
deſpotiſm. The leaders of the preſent ſyſtem tell them of 
their rights, as men, to take fortreſſes, to murder guards, to 
ſeize on kings without the leaſt appearance of authority even 
from the aſſembly, whilſt, as the ſovereign legiſlative body, 
that aſſembly was fitting in the name of the nation—and yet 
theſe leaders preſume to order out the troops, which have acted 
in theſe very diforders, to coerce thoſe who ſhall judge on the 
principles, and follow the examples, which have been guarantied 
by their own approbation. | | x 

The leaders teach the people to abhor and reject all feodality 
as the barbariſm of tyranny, and they tell them afterwards 
how much of that barbarous tyranny they are to bear with 
patience, The people know, that almoſt the whole ſyſtem of 
landed property inits'origin is feudal ; and that it is the diſtri- 
bution of the poſſeſſions of the original proprietors, made by a 
barbarous conqueror to his barbarous inſtruments. The pea- 
ſants, in all probability, are the deſcendants of theſe ancient 
proprietors, Romans or Gauls. But if they fail, in any degree, 
in the titles which they make on the principles of W 
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and lawyers, they retreat into the citadel of the rights of men. 
There they find that men are equal; and the earth, the kind 
and equal mother of all, ought not to be monopolized to foſter 
the pride and luxury of any men, who hy nature are no better 
than themſelves, and who, if they do not labour for their 
bread, are worſe. They ſind, that by the laws of nature the 
occupant and ſubduer of the ſoil is the true proprietor; that 


there is no preſeription againſt nature; and that the agree - 


ments (where any there are) which have been made with their 
landlords, during the time of ſlavery, are only the effect of 
dureſſe and force; and that when the people re-entered into 
the rights of men, thoſe agreements were made as void as 
every thing elſe which had been ſettled under the prevalence 
of the old feudal and ariſtocratic tyranny. They will tell you 


that they ſee no difference between an idler with a hat and a 


national cockade, and an idler in a cowl or in a rochet. If 
you ground the title to rents on ſucceſſion and preſcription; 
they tell you, from the ſpeech of Mr. Camus, publiſhed by the 
National Aſſembly for their information, that things ill begun 
cannot avail themſelves of preſcription ; that the title of theſe 
lords was vicious in its origin; and that force is at leaſt +as 
bad as fraud. As to the title by ſucceſſion, they will tell you, 
that the ſucceſſion. of thoſe who have cultivated the ſoil is 
the true pedigree of property, and not rotten parchments and. 
filly ſubſtitutions ; that the lords have enjoyed their uſurpa- 
tion too long; and that if they allow to theſe lay monks any 


charitable penſion, they ought to be thankful to the bounty of 


the true proprietor, who is ſo generous towards a falſe claimant 
to his goods. | | _ 


When the peaſants give you back that coin of ſophiſtic 


reaſon, on which you have ſet your image and ſuperſcription, 
you cry it down as baſe money, and tell them you will pay for 
the future with French guards, and dragoons, and huſſars. 
You hold up, to chaſtiſe them, the ſecond-hand authority of a 
king, who 1s only. the inftrument of deſtroying, without any 

ower of protecting either the people or his own perſon. 

hrough him it ſeems you will make yourſelves obeyed. They 


anſwer, You have taught us that there are no 1 ; and 


which of your principles teach us to bow to kings whom we 
have not elected? We know, without your teaching, that 
lands were given for the ſupport of feudal dignities, feuda 
titles, and feudal offices. When you took down the cauſe as a 
grievance, why ſhould the more grievous effe& remain ? As 
there are now no hereditary honours, and no diſtinguiſhed 
p 55 - families, 
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families, why are we taxed to maintain what you tell us ought 
not to exiſt? You have ſent down our old ariſtocratic land- 
lords in no other character, and with no other title, but that 
of exactors under your authority. Have you endeavoured to 
make theſe your rent-gatherers reſpectable to us? No. You 
have ſent them to us with their arms reverſed, their ſhields 
broken, their impreſſes defaced ; and ſo diſplumed, degraded, 
and metamorphoſed, ſuch unfeathered two-legged things, that 
we no longer know them. We do not ſee why we have not 
as good a right to refuſe them their rents, as you have to 
abrogate all their honours, titles, and diſtinctions. This we 
have never commiſſioned you to do; and it is one inſtance, 
among many indeed, of your aſſumption of undelegated 
power. We ſee the hurghers of Paris, through their clubs, 
their mobs, and their national guards, directing you at their 
pleaſure, and giving that as law to you, which, under your 
authority, is tranſmitted as law to us. Through you, theſe 
burghers diſpoſe of the lives and fortunes of us all. Why 
ſhould not you attend as much to the deſires of the laborious 
huſbandman with regard to our rent, by which we are affected 


in the moſt ſerious manner, as you do to the demands of theſe 


inſolent burghers, relative to diſtinctions and titles of honour, 
by which neither they nor we are affected at all? But we find 
you pay more regard to their fancies than to our neceſſities. 
Is it among the rights of man to pay tribute to his equals ? 
Before this meaſure of yours, we might have thought we were 
not perfectly equal. We might have entertained ſome old, 
habitual, unmeaning prepoſſeſſion in favour of thoſe landlords; 


but we cannot conceive with what other view than that of de- 


ſtroying all reſpe& to them, you could have made the law that 
degrades them. You have forbidden us to treat them with 
any of the old formalities of reſpe&, and now you ſend troops 
to ſabre and to bayonet us into a ſubmiſhon to fear and force, 
which you did not ſuffer us to yield to the mild authority 
of opinion. 150 Be 
The ground of ſome of theſe arguments is | horrid and 
ridiculous to all rational ears ; but to the politicians of meta- 
phyſics who have opened ſchools for ſophiſtry, and made eſta- 
bliſhments for anarchy, it is ſolid and concluſive. It is obvious, 


that on a mere conſideration of the right, the leaders in the 


aſſembly would not in the. leaſt have ſcrupled to abrogate the 
rents along with the titles and family enſigns. But they had 
newly poſſeſſed themſelves of a great body of landed property 
ty confiſcation, They had this commodity at market; and 
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the market would have been wholly deſtroyed, if they were 
to permit the huſbandmen to riot in the ſpeculations with 
which they ſo freely intoxicated themſelves. The only ſecurity 
which property enjoys in any one of its deſcriptions, is from 
the intereſts of their rapacity with regard to ſome other. 
They have left nothing but their own arbitrary pleaſure 
to determine what property is to be protected and what 
ſubverted. | ee a oe R 750 

Neither have they left any principle by which any of their 
municipalities can be bound to obedience; or even conſcien- 


tiouſly obliged not to ſeparate from the whole, to become in- 
dependent, or to connect itſelf with ſome other ſtate. The 


people of Lyons, it ſeems, have refuſed lately to pay taxes. 
Why ſhould they not? What lawful authority is there left to 


exact them? The King impoſed ſome of them. The old 


States, methodiſed by orders, ſettled the more ancient. They 
may ſay to the aſſembly, Who are you, that are not our kings, 
nor the States we have elected, nor fit on the principles on 


which we have ele&ed you ? And who are we, that when we | 


ſee the gabelles which you have ordered to be paid, wholly 
ſhaken off, when we ſee the act of diſobedience afterwards rati- 
fied by yourſelves, who are we, that we are not to judge what 
taxes we ought or ought not to pay, and who are not to avail 


ourſelves of the fame powers, the validity of which you have 


approved in others? To this the anſwer is, We will ſend troops. 
The laſt reaſon of kings is always the firſt with your aſſembly. 
This military aid may ſerve for a time, whilſt the impreſſion of 


the increaſe of pay remains, and the vanity of being umpires 


in all diſputes is flattered. But this weapon will ſnap ſhort, 
unfaithſul to the hand that employs it. The aſſembly keep a 


ſchool where, ſyſtematically, and with unremitting perſever- 


ance, they teach principles, and form regulations, deſtructive to 
all ſpirit of ſubordination, civil and military—and then they 
expect that they ſhall hold in obedience an anarchic people by 
an anarchic army. 9 x 5 | 

The municipal army, which, according to their new poliey, 
is to balance this national army, if conſidered in itſelf only, is 
of a conſtitution much more ſimple, and in every reſpect leſs 
exceptionable. It is a mere democratic body, unconnected 
with the crown or the kingdom; armed, and trained, and 
officered at the pleaſure of the diſtricts to which the corps 
ſeverally belong; and the perſonal ſervice of the individuals, 


— 


rected by the ſame authority. Nothing is more uniform. I, 
99 howe ver, 


who compoſe, or the fine in lieu of perſonal ſervice, are di- 
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however, conſidered in any relation to the crown, to the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, to the public tribunals, or to the other army, 


or conlidered in a view to any coherence or connection between 


its parts, it ſeems a monſter, and can hardly fail to terminate 
its e age movements in ſome great national calamity. 


aving concluded my few remarks on the conſtitution of 
che ſupreme power, the executive, the judicature, the military, 


and on the reciprocal relation of all theſe eſtabliſnments, I ſhall 
ſay ſomething of the ability ſhewed by your legiſlators with 
regard to the revenue. | SEC RS | $4 
In their proceedings relative to this object, if poſſible, ſtill 
fewer trages appear of political judgment or financial reſource. 
When the Rates met, it feemed to be the great object to im- 
rove the ſyſtem of revenue, to enlarge its collection, to eleanſe 
it of oppreſſion and vexation, and to eſtabliſh it on the moſt 


ſolid footing. Great were the expectations entertained on that 


head throughout Europe. It was by this grand arrangement 
that France was to ſtand or fall; and this became, in my opi- 
nion very properly, the teſt by which the ſkill and patriotiſh 
of thoſe who ruled in that aſſembly would be tried. Though 
their proud aſſumption might juſtify the ſevereſt teſts, yet in 
trying their abilities on their financial proceedings, 1 would 
only conſider what is the plain obvious duty of a common 
finance miniſter, and try them upon that, and not upon models 
of ideal perfection. ER e . ods | 


The objects of a financier are, then, to ſecure an ample 


revenue; to impoſe it with judgment and equality; to employ” 
it economically ; and when neceſſity obliges him to make uſe / 


of credit, to ſecure its foundations in that inſlance, and for ever, 
by the clearneſs and candour of his proceedings, the exactneſs 
of his calculations, and the ſolidity of his funds. On theſe 
heads we may take a ſhort and diſtin& view of the merits and 
abilities of thoſe in the National Aſſembly, who have taken to 
themſelves the management of this arduous concern. Far 


from any increaſe of revenue in their hands, I find, by a re- 


E of M. Vernier, from the committee of finances, of the 
econd of Auguſt laft, that the amount of the national revenue, 
as compared with its produce before the revolution, was di- 
miniſhed by the ſum of two hundred millions, or eight millions 
ferling of the annual income, confiderably more than one-third 
of the whole! os Ch i e do, 


The ſophiſters and declaimers, as ſoon as the Aſſembly met, 


began with decrying the ancient conſtitution of the revenue 
in many of its moſt eſſential 9 ſuch as the publie mo- 


 nopoly - 
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nopoly of ſalt. They charged it, as truly as unwiſely, with 
being. i!l-contrived, oppreſſive, and partial. This repreſenta- 
tion they were not ſatisfied to make uſe, of in ſpeeches pre- 
liminary to ſome plan of reform; they declared it in a ſolemn 
reſolution or public ſentence, as it were judicially, paſſed upon 
it; and this they diſperſed throughout the nation. At the 


time they paſſed the decree, , with the ſame gravity they or- 
dered this ſame avſurd, oppreſſive, and partial tax to be paid, 


until they could find a revenue to replace it. The conſequence 
was inevitable. The provinces which had been always ex- 
empted from this ſalt monopoly, ſome of whom were charged 
with other contributions, perhaps equivalent, were totally diſ. 
inclined to bear any part of the burthen, which by an equal 
diſtribution was to redeem the others. As to the Aſſembly, 
occupied as it was with the. declaration and violation of the 
rights of men, and with their arrangements for general con- 
fusion, it had neither leiſure nor capacity to contrive, nor au- 
thority io epforce, any plan of any kind relative, to the repla - 


cCing: the tax or equalizing it, or compenſating the provinces, or 


for conducting their minds to any ſcheme ef accommodation 
with the other diſtricts Which were to be relieved. - KEEP 


The people of the ſalt provinces, impatient under taxes 


damned by the authority which had directed their payment, 
very ſoon found their patience exhauſted. They thought them- 
ſelves as ſul in demoliſhing as the Aſſembly could be. They 
relieved themſelves by throwing off the whole burthen. Ani- 


mated, by this example, each diſtrict, or part of a diſtrict, 


judging of its own grievance by its own feeling, and of its 


remedy: by its ewn opinion, id as jt pleaſed with other taxes. 

We are next to ſee how they have conducted themſelves in 
contriving equal impoſitions, propottioned to the means of the 
citizens, aud the leaft likely to leau heavy on the active capital 


employed in the generation of that private wealth, from whence 


the public fortune muſt be derived. By ſuffering the ſeveral 
diſtricts, and feveral of the individuals in each diſtrict, to 
judge of hat part of the old revenue they might with-hold, 
initead of better principles of equality, a new inequality was 
introduced of the moſt oppreſſive kind. Payments were re- 


gulated by diſpoſitions. © The parts of the kingdom which 


were the mult {ubmiſſice, the moſt orderly, or the moſt affecti- 
onate to the commonwealth, bore the whole burthen of the 
ſlate. || Nothing” turns out to be ſo oppreſſive and unjuſt as a 
fecble government. To fill up. all the deficiencies in the old 
impolit:ons, and the new deliciencics of every kind which were 
; | a, ; to 
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to be expected, what remained to a ſtate withont authority? 


The National Aſſembly called for a voluntary benevolence z 
for a fourth part of the income of all the citizens, to be eſti- 
mated on the honour of thofe who were to pay. They ob- 
tained fomething more than could be rationally calculated, but 


> * 


what was ber indeed from anfwerable to their real neceſſities, 


and much leſs to their fond expectut ions. Rational people 
eould have hoped for little from this their tax in the diſguiſe of 


a benevolence ; a tax weak, ineffective, and unequal 5 a tax by 
which luxury, avarice, and ſelfiſhneſs were ſercened, and the 


load thrown upon productive capital, upon integrity, genero- 


ſity, and public ſpirit—a tax of regulation upen virtue. At 


length the maſk is thrown off, and they are now trying means 
(with little ſucceſs) of exacting their benevolence by force. 
This benevolence was to be ſupported by another reſourte. 
The patriotic donations were to make good the failure of the 
patriotic contribution. By this ſcheme they took things of 
much price from the giver, comparatively of ſmall value to the 
receiver; they ruined feveral trades z- they pillaged the crown 
of its ornaments, the churches of their plate, and the people o 


their perfonal' decorations. A device of the ſame kind was 
tried in my memory by Louis XV.; but it anſwered at no time. 
However, the neceſſities of ruinous wars were ſome excufe for 
deſperate projects. The deliberations of calamity are rarely 


wife. But here was a ſeaſon for diſpoſition and providence. 
It was in a time of profound peace, then enjoyed for five years, 
and promiſing a much longer continuance, that they had re- 


courſe to this deſperate trifling. Tliey were ſure to loſe more 


reputation by ſporting, in their ſerious ſituation, with the ſe 
toys and playthings of finance, which have filled half their 
journals, than could poſſibly be compenſated by tlie poor tem- 
porary ſupply which they afforded. Whatever virtue may be 
in theſe deviges, it is obvious that neither the patriotic gifts, 
nor the patriotic contributian, can ever be ref.rted to again. 


The whole indeed of their ſeheme of revenue is to make, by 


any artifice, an appearance of a full reſervoir for the hour, 
whilſt at the. ſame time they cut off the ſprings and living foun- 
tains of perennial ſupply. The account not long fince fur- 


„* 
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niſhed: by Mr. Necker was mea..t, withou: queſtion, to be fa- 
vourable. He gives a flattering view of the means of getting 


through-the year; but he expreſſes, as it is natural he thould, 
ſome apprehenſion for that which was to ſucceed. On this lait 
prognottic, inſtead of entering into the grounds of this appre- 
henſion, in order, by a proper foreſight, to prevent the pro- 
e 2 gnoſticated 
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8 evil, Mr. Necker receives a fort of friendly reprimand | op 


om the preſident of the Aﬀembly. © Et Wi 
As to their other ſchemes of taxation, it is impoſſible to ſay 11 
any thing of them with certainty; becauſe they have not yet fur 
had their operation; but nobody is ſo ſanguine as to imagine rai 
they will fill up any perceptible part of the wide gaping breach dit 
which their incapacity has made in their revenues. At pre- an 
fent the ſtate of their treaſury ſinks every day more and more aly 
in caſh, and ſwells more and more in fictitious repreſentation. but 
When fo little within or without. 1s now found but paper, the cap 
repreſentative not of opulence but of want, the creature not wa 
of credit but of power, they imagine that our flouriſhing ſtate wo 
in England is _ to that bank-paper, and not the bank- it v 
paper to the flouriſning condition of our commerce, to the elta 
| Jolddity of our credit, and-to the total excluſion of all idea of libs 
power from any part ofthe tranſaction. They forget that, in fro! 
England, not one ſhilling of paper-money of any deſcription WI 
is received but of choice; that the whole has had its origin in inte 
caſh actually depoſited; and that it is convertible, at pleaſure, | vert 
in an inſtant, and without the ſmalleſt loſs,” into caſh again. deb 
Our paper is of value in eommerce, becauſe in law it is of his 
none. It is powerful on Change, hecauſe in Weſtminſter-hall mer 
it is impotent. In payment oz a debt of twenty fillings, a and 
creditor may refuſe all the paper of the bank of England. Nor 22d 
3s there amongſt us a ſingle public ſecurity, of any quality or plur 
nature whatſoever, that is enforced by authority. In fact it the 
might be eaſily ſhewn, that our paper wealth, inſtead of lefſen- | indi 
ing the real coin, has a tendency to increaſe it; inſtead of | met: 
being a ſubſtitute for money, it only facilitates its entry, its exit, fort) 
and its circulation; that it is the ſymbol of proſperity, and not | med 
the badge of diſtreſs. Never was a ſcarcity of cafh, and an | Mtate 
_ exuberance of paper, a ſubje& of complaint in this nation. Are 
Well i but a leſſening of prodigal expences, and the œcono- thoſ. 
my which has been introduced by the virtuous and fapient or en 


Aſſembly, makes amends for the loſſes ſuſtained in the receipt fittec 
of revenue. In this at leaſt they have fulfilled the duty of a a/igr 
- financier. Have thoſe, who ſay ſo, looked at the expences ] urge 
of the National Aſſembly itſelf ? of the municipalities, of the 4ſign 
eity of Paris? of the increaſed pay of the two /armies ? of The 
the new police? of the new judicatures ? Have they even care- great 
fully compared the preſent penſion- liſt with the former? Theſe 2bli 
politicians have been cruel, not economical. Comparing the 
expences of the former prodigal government and its relation 
to the then revenues with the expences of this new ſyſtem as 

| oppoſed 
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| oppoſed to the {tate of its new treaſury, I believe the preſeut 
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will be found beyond all compariſon more chargeableQ. = 


It remains ouly to conſider the proofs of financial ability, 
furniſhed. by the preſent French managers when they are to. 


raiſe ſupplies on credit. Here I am a little at a ſtand; for cre- 


dit, properly ſpeaking, they have none. The credit of the 
ancient government was not indeed the beſt; but they could 
always, on ſome terms, command money, not only at home, 
but from moſt of the countries of Europe where a ſurplus 
capital was accumulated; and the credit of that government 
was improving daily. The eſtabliſhment of. a ſyſtem of liberty 
would of courſe be ſuppoſed to give it new ſtrength; and ſo 
it would actually have done, if a ſyſtem of liberty had been 
eſtabliſned. What offers has their government of pretended 
liberty had from Holland, from Hamburgh, from Switzerland, 
from Genoa, from England, for a dealing in their paper? 
Why ſhould theſe nations of commerce and æconomy enter 
into any pecuniary dealings with a people who attempt to re- 
verſe the very nature of things; amongſt whom they ſer the 
debtor preſcribing, at the point of the bayonet, the medium of 
his ſolvency to the creditor; diſcharging one of his engage- 
ments with another; turning his very penury into his reſgurce; 
and paying his intereit with his rags + 
Their fanatical confidence in the omnipotence of church 
plunder, has induced theſe philoſophers to overlook all care f 
the public eſtate, juſſ' as the dream of the philoſopher's ſtone | 
-1nduces dupes, under the more plauſible deluſion of the her- f 
metic-art, to negle& all rational means of improving their ; 
fortunes. With theſe philoſophic financiers, this | univerfal . 
medicine made of church mummy is to cure all the evils. of the 
ſtate. Is there a debt which preſſes them - Iſſue ge. 
Are compenſations to be made, or a maintenance deereed.to 
thoſe: whom they have robbed of their freehold in their office, 
or expelled from their profeſſion---fignats. Is a' fleet to be 
fitted out- Hſfignata. If fixteen millions ſterling of theſe | 
a/ſignats, forced on the people, leave the wants of the ſtate as 
urgent as ever-—iſſue, ſays one, thirty millions ſterling f 
ajrgnats---{ſays another, iſſue fourfcore millions more of af/ignats. 
The only difference among their financial factions is on the 
greater or the leſſer quantity of aſſignate to be impoſed on the 
public ſufferance. Lhey are all profeſſors of Magnat. Even 
thoſe, whoſe natural good ſenſe aad knowledge of commerce, 
not obliterated by philoſophy, furniſh decifive agumcnts againft 
this deluſion, conclude * 0 arguments, by propoſing the emiſ- 
e | : fion. 
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ſion of af/ignaty. I ſuppoſe they muſt talk of afignats, as ne 
other language would be underſtood. All experience of their 
inefficacy does not in the leaft diſcourage them, Are the old 
//ignats depreciated at market? What is the remedy ? Iſſue 
new a/jignats.=— Mais ſi maladia, opiniatria, non vult fe garire, quid 
illi facere? aſſignate—paſtea afſignare 5 enſuita aſſjgnare. The 
word is a trifle altered. The Latin of your preſent doors 
may be better than that of your old comedy; their wiſdom, 
and the variety of their reſources, are the ſame. eee. 
Who but the moſt deſperate adventurers in philoſophy and 
finance could at all have thought of deſtroying the ſettled re- 

venue of the ſtate, the ſole ſecurity for the public credit, in 
the hope of rebuilding it with the — of confiſcated 
. If, however, an exceſſive zeal for the ſtate ſhould 
have led a pious and venerable prelate (by anticipation a father 
of the church *) to pillage his own order, and, for the good of 
the church and ee y to take upon himſelf the place of grand 
financier of confiſcation, and comptroller general of ſacrilege, 
he and his coadjutors were, in my opinion, bound to ſhew, by 
their ſubſequent conduct, that they knew ſomething of the 


office they aſſumed. When they had reſolved to appropriate 


to the Fi/c, a certain portion of the landed property of their 
conquered country, it was their buſineſs to render their bank a 
real fund of credit ; as far as ſuch a bank was capable of 
becoming ſo, 5 1 3 BH ee 
An open and exact ſtatement of the clear value of the pro- 
perty, and of the time, the circumſtanees, and the place uf ſale, 
were all neceſſary, to efface as much as poflible the ſtigma that 
has hitherto been branded on every kind of Land-bank. It 
became neceſſary on another principle, that is, on account of a 
pledge of faith previouſly given on that ſubject, that their fu- 
ture fidelity in a ſlippery concern might be eſtabliſhgd by their 
adherence to their firſt engagement. When they had finally 
determined on a ſtate reſource fronr church booty, they came, 
en the 14th of April 1790, to a folemn reſolution on the ſub- 
jeck; and pledged themſelves to their country, “ that in the 
ſtatement of the public charges for each year there ſhould be 
brought to account a fum ſufficient for defraying the expences 


of the R. C. A. religion, the ſupport of the miniſters at the 


altars, the relief of the poor, the penſions to the eceleſiaſtics, 
Fecular as well as regular, of the one and of the other ſex, 
in or der that the gflatet and goods which' are at the diſpoſal of the 


= 
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nation may be diſengaged of all charges, and employed ly the repre- 
ſentatives, or the legiſlative body, to the great and moſt preling exi- 
gencies of the ſtate.” They further engaged, on the ſame day, 
that the ſum neeeſſary for the year 1791 fhould be forthwith 
determined. _ 4 1 , 4 4 

In this reſolution they admit it their duty to ſhew diſtinctly 
the expence of the above objects, which, by other reſolutions, 
they had before engaged ſhould be firſt in the order of provi- 
fion. They admit that they ought to ſhew the eſtate clear and 
diſengaged of all charges, and that they ſhould ſhew it immedi- 
ately. Have they done this immediately, or at any time ? 


Have they ever furniſhed a rent-roll of the immoveable eſtates, 


or given in an inventory of the moveable effects which they 
confiſcate to their aſſignats? In what manner they can fulfil 
their engagements of holding out to public ſervice © an eſtate 
diſengaged of all charges,” without authenticating the value 
of the eſtate, or the quantum of the charges, I leave it to 
their Engliſh admirers to explain. Inſtantly upon this aſſur- 


ance, and previouſly to any one ſtep towards making it good, 


they iſſue, on the credit of ſo handſome a declaration, ſixteen 
millions fterling of their paper. This was manly. Who, 
after this maſterly ſtroke, can doubt of their abilities in 
finance ?---But then, before any other emiſſion of ' theſe finan- 
cial indulgences, they took care at leaſt to make good their ori- 
ginal promiſe !—If ſuch eſtimate, either of the value of the 
eſtate or the amount of the incumbrances, has been made, it 
has eſcaped me. I never heard of it. | 5 
At length they have ſpoken out, and they have made a full 
diſcovery of their abominable fraud, in holding out the church 
lands as a ſecurity for any debts or any ſervice whatſoever. 
They rob only to enable them to cheat; but in a very ſhort 
time they defcat the ends both of the robbery and the fraud, 
by making out accounts for other purpoſes, which blow up 
their whole apparatus of force and of deception. By a report 
of their committee it now appears, that the charge of keep- 
ing up the reduced eceleſiaſtical eſtabliſnments, and other ex- 
ences attendant on religion, and maintaining the religious of 


oth ſexes, retained or penſioned, and the other concomitant 


expences of the ſame nature, which they have brought upon 
themſelves by this convulſion in property, exceeds the income 


of the eſtates acquired by it in the enormous ſum of two mil- 


lions ſterling annually; beſides a debt of ſeven millions and 
upwards. Theſe are the calculating powers of impoſture ! 


44 


his is the finance of philoſophy! This is the reſolt of all the 
| | : | | | deluſions 
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deluſtons held out to engage a miſerable people in rebellion, 
murder, and facrilege, and to make them prompt and zeal- 
ous inſtruments in the ruin of their country! Never did a 
ſtate, in any -caſe, enrich itſelf by the confiſcations of the 
citizens. This new experiment has ſucceeded like all the reſt. 
Every honeſt mind, every true lover of liberty and humanity, 
mult rejoice to find that injuftice is not always good poliey, 
nor rapine the high road to riches OS 

In order to perſuade the world of the bottomleſs reſource 
of bel ales doafifitarion, the Aﬀembly have proceeded to 
other confiſcations of eſtates in offices, which could not be 
done with any common colour without being compenſated out 
of this grand confiſcation of landed property. They have 
thrown upon this fund, which was to ſhew a ſurplus, diſen- 
caged of all charges, a new charge; namely, the compenſa- 
tion to the whole body of the diſbanded judicature; and of all 
ſuppreſſed offices and eſtates; a charge which I cannot aſcer- 
tain, but which unqueſtionably amounts to many French mil- 
lions. Another of the new charges, is an annuity of four 
hundred and eighty thouſand pounds ſterling, to be paid (if 


they chooſe to keep faith) by daily payments, for the intereſt 
of the firſt aſſignats. Have they ever given themſelves 'the 


trouble to ſtate fairly the expence of the management of the 
church lands in the hands of the municipalities, to whole care, 
fkill, and diligence, and that of their legion of unknown under- 
agents, they have choſen to commit the charge of the forfeited 


_ . eſtates, and the conſequence of which had been ſo ably pointed 


out by the biſhop of Nancy? 3 
But it is unneceſſary to dwell on theſe obvious heads of in- 


eumbrance. Have they made out any clear ſtate of the grand 


incumbrance of all, I mean the whole of the general and 
municipal eſtabliſhments of all forts, and compared it with the 


regular income by revenue? Every deficiency in theſe becomes. 


a charge on the confiſcated eſtate, before the creditor can plant 
his cabbages on an acre of church property. There is no 
other prop than this confiſcation to keep the whole ſtate from 
tumbling to the ground. Tn this ſituation they have purpoſely 
eovered all that they ought induſt riouſſy to have cleared, with 


a thick fog; and then, blindfold themſelves, like bulls that 
ſhut their eyes when they puſh; they drive, by the point of the 


bayonets, their ſlaves; blindfolded indeed no worſe than their 
lords, to take their fickions for currencies, and to ſwallow down 


paper pills by thirty-four millions ſterling at a doſe. Then 
they proudly lay in their claim to a future credit, on failure — 


— 


French Revolution. 153 


all their paſt engagements, and at a time when (if in ſuch a 


matter any thing can be clear) it is clear that the ſurplus 


eſtates will never anſwer even the firſt of their mortgages, 1 
mean that of the four hundred million (or ſixteen millions 


ſterling) of af/ignats. In all this procedure I can diſcern nei- 
ther the ſolid ſenſe of plain-dealing, nor the ſubtle dexterity 
of ingenious fraud. l 

Farly in this year the Aſſembly iſſued paper to the amount 
of ſixteen millions ſterling: What muſt have been the ſtate 
into which the Aſſembly has brought your affairs, that the re- 
lief afforded by ſo vaſt a ſupply has been hardly perceptible? 
This paper alſo felt an almoſt immediate ' depreciation. of five 
per cent. which in little time came to about ſeven. The effect 
of theſe aſſignats on the receipt of the revenue is remarkable. 
Mr. Necker found that the collectors of the revenue, who re- 
ceived in coin, paid the treaſury in nate. The collectors 


made ſeven per cent. by thus receiving in money, and account- 


ing in depreciated paper. It was not very difficult to foreſee, 
that this muſt be inevitable. It was, however, not tlie leſs em- 
barraſſing. Mr. Necker was obliged (J believe, for a conſider- 
able part, in the market of Londen) to buy gold and ſilver 
for the mint, which amounted to about twelve thouſand pounds 


above the value of the commodity gained. That miniſter was 


of opinion, that whatever their ſecret nutritive virtue might 
be, the ſtate could not live upon ee alone ; that ſome real 
ſilver was neceſſary, particularly fo 


The miniſter, in this very natural diſtreſs, applied to the Aſ- 


ſembly, that they ſhould order the collectors to pay in ſpecie 


what in ſpecie they had received. It could not eſcape him, 


that if the treaſury paid 3 per cent. for the uſe of a currency, | 


which ſhould be returned feven per cent! worſe than the mi- 


niſter iſſued it, ſuch a dealing could not very greatly tend to 


enrich the public. The Aſſembly took no notice of his re- 
commendation. They were in this dilemma— If they conti-- 
nued to receive the aſſignats, caſh muſt become an alien to their 
treaſury: If the treaſury ſhould refuſe thoſe paper amulets, or 
fhould diſcountenance them in any degree, they muſt deſtroy 
the credit of their ſole reſource. They ſeem then to have 
made their option; and to have given ſome fort: of credit to 
their paper by taking it themſelyes; at the ſame time in their 


ſpeeches. 
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r the ſatisfaction of thoſe, 
who having iron in their hands, were not likely to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves for patience, when they ſhould pereeive that &hilſt 
an increaſe of pay was held out to them in real money, it 
was again to be fraudulently drawn back by depreciated paper. 
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ſpeeches they made a fort of ſwaggering declaration, ſome- 


thing, rather think, above legiſlative competence; that is, 


that there is no difference in value between metallic money 


and their aſſignats. This was a good ſtout proof article of 
faith, pronounced under an anathema, by the venerable fathers 


of this philoſophic ſynod. Credat who will certainly not 
Judæus Abella. . hen zu 

On recollection, I have ſaid nothing of a ſcheme of finance 
which'may be urged in favour of the abilities of theſe gentle- 
men, and which has been introduced with great pomp, though 


not yet finally adopted in the National Aſſembly. It comes 


with ſomething ſolid in aid of the credit of the paper circula- 


tion and much has been ſaid of its utility and its elegance. 1 
can the project for coining into money the bells of the ſup- 


preſſed churches. This is their alchymy. There are ſome 


Follies which baſe argument; which go beyond ridicule; 


and which excite no feeling in us but diſguſt ; and therefore 1 
Tay no' more upon it. 5 | My 


:- It is as little worth remarking any farther upon all their 


drawing and re- drawing, on their circulation for putting off 
the evil day, on the play between the treaſury and the Caiſſe 
d Eſcompte, and on all theſe old exploded contrivanoes of mer- 


cantile fraud; now exalted into policy of ſtate. The revenue | 
will not be trifled with. The praithng about the rights of 


men will not be accepted in payment for a biſcuit, or a pound 


of ganpowder, - Here then the metaphyſicians deſcend from 
' their airy ſpeculations, and faithfully follow . examples. What 
examples? the examples of bankrupts. But defeated, baffled, 


| Uiſgraced, when their breath, their ſtrength, their inventions, 


_ their fancies, deſert them, their confidence ſtill maintains its 


ground. In the manifeſt failure of their abilities they take 
credit for their benevolence. When the revenue diſappears in 
their hands, they have the preſumption, in ſome of their late 
proceedings, to value themſelves on the relief given to the peo- 


ple. They did not relieve the people. If they entertained ſuch 
intentions, why did they order the obnoxious taxes to be paid? 


The people relieved: themſelves in ſpite of the Aſſembly - 
Jo tell the people that they are relieved by the dilapidation 
of their public eſtate, is a cruel and inſolent impoſition. Stateſ- 
men, before they valued themſelves on the relief given to the 


people, by the deſtruction of their revenue, ought firſt to have 


carefully attended to the ſolution of this problem: — Whether 
it be more advantageous to the people to pay conſiderably, and 
to gain in proportion; or to gain little er nothing, and to be 
c = | | 125 diſour- 
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diſburthened of Al contribution ? My mind is made up to de- 
cide in favour̃ of the firſt propoſition. Experience is with me, 
and, I believe, the belt opinions alſo. To keep a balance be- 
tween the power of acquiſition on the part of the ſubject, and 
the demands he is to anſwer on the part of the ſtate, is a funda- 
mental part of the fill of a true politician. The means of ac- 
quiſition are prior in time and in arrangement. Good order is 
the foundation of all good things. To be enabled te acquire, 
the people, without being ſervile, mult be tractable and obe- 
dient. The magiſtrate muſt have his reverence, the laws their 
_ authority. The body of the people mult not find the principles 
of natural ſubordination by art rooted out of their minds. They 
muſt reſpect that property of which they cannot partake, They 
muſt labour to obtain what by labour can be obtained; and 
when they find, as they commonly do, the ſucceſs diſpropor- 
tioned to the endeav our, they muſt be taught their conſolation 
in the final proportions of eternal juſtice. Of this conſolation, 
whoever deprives them, deadens their induſtry, and ſtrikes at the 
root of all acquiſition as of all conſervation. He that does this 
is the cruel] oppreſſor, the mercileſs enemy of the poor and 
wretched ; at the ſame time that by his wicked ſpeculations he 
expoſes the fruits of ſucceſsful induſtry, and the accumulations 
of fortune, to the plunder of the negligent, the A HF 
and the unzroſperous. | 

Too many of the financiers by profeſſion are apt to ſee no- 
thing in revenue, but banks, and circulations, and annuities on 
lives, and tontines, and perpetual rents, and all the ſmall wares 
of the ſhop. In a ſettled order of the ſtate, theſe things are not 
to be ſlighted, nor is the ſkill in them to be held of trivial eſti- 
mation. They are good, but then only good, when they aſſume 
the effects of that ſettled order, and are built upon it. But 
when men think that theſe beggarly contrivances may ſupply - 
a reſource for the evils which reſult from breaking up the 
foundations of public order, and from cauſing or ſuffering the 
principles of property to be ſubverted, they will, in the ruin of 


* 


their country, leave a melancholy and laſting monument of the 


effect of prepoſterous politics, and preſumptuous, ſhort- ſighted, 
narrow- minded wiſdom. 

The effects of the incapacity ſhewn by the popular leaders 
in all the great members of the commonwealth are to be co- 
vered with the © all-atoning name” of liberty. In ſome peo- 
ple I ſee great liberty iadeed; in many, if not in the moſt, an 
oppreilive degrading ſervitude, But what is liberty without 
wiſdo.n, and without virtue? It is the greateſt of all PR 
— EVILS 5 
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evils; for it is folly, vice, and madneſs, without tuition or re- 
ſtraint. Thoſe who know what virtuous liberty is, cannot bear b 
to ſee it diſgraced by incapable heads, on account of their hav- V 
ing high-ſounding words in their mouths. Grand, ſwelling * 
ſentiments of liberty, I am ſure I do not deſpiſe. They warm = 
— * 
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the heart; they enlarge and liberaliſe our minds; they animate 
our courage in a time of conflict. Old as J am, I read the fine 
raptures of Lucan and Corneille with pleaſure. Neither do 1 
wholly condemn the little arts and devices of popularity. They 


facilitate the carrying of many points of moment; they keep Cc 
the people together; they refreſh the mind in its exertions; WE 
and they diffuſe occaſional gaiety over the ſevere brow of moral or 
freedom. Every politician ought to ſacrifice to the graces; vo 
and to join compliance with reaſon. But in ſuch an under- at 
taking as that in France, all thefe ſubſidiary ſentiments and to 
artifices are of little avail. To make a government requires no gr 
great prudence. Settle the ſeat of power; teach obedience: We 
und the work is done. To give freedom is ſtill more eaſy. It ne 
is not neceſſary to guide; it only requires to let go the rein. N: 
But to form' a free government; that is, to temper together 

theſe oppoſite elements of liberty and reſtraint in one conſiſtent me 
work, requires much thought, deep reflection, a fagacious, — tio 
powerful, and combining mind. This I do not find in thoſe ou! 
who take the lead in the National Aſſembly. Perhaps they are Th 
not ſo miſerably deficient as they appear. I rather believe it. anc 
It would put them below the common level of human under- Uo! 
ſtanding. But when the leaders chooſe to make themſelves OW] 
bidders at an auction of popularity, their talents, in the con- not 
ſtruction of the ſtate, will be of no ſervice. They will become | hav 
flatterers inſtead of legiſlators ; the inſtruments, not the guides | wel 
of the people: If any of them ſhould happen to propoſe a will 
ſcheme of liberty, ſoberly limited, and defined with proper inde 
qualifications, he will be immediately outbid by his competitors, tion 
who will produce ſomething more ſplendidly popular. Suſpi- 1 ct 
etons will be raiſed of his fidelity to his cauſe. Moderation rem. 
will be ſtigmatized as the virtue of cowards; and compromiſe the 
as the prudence of traitors; until, in hopes of preſerving the as n 
eredit which may enable him to temper and moderate on ſome caut! 
occaſions, the popular leader is obliged to become active in plex: 

_ propagating doctrines, and eſtabliſhing powers, that will after- fore 
wards defeat any ſober purpoſe at which he ultimately might min 
have aimed. i | | 7 us t 


But am I ſo unreaſonable as to ſee nothing at all that de» 
ſerves commendation in the indefatigable labours of this Aſſem- 
5 bly ? 
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bly? I do not deny chat among an infinite number of acts of 
violence and folly, ſome good may have been done. They 
who deſtroy every thing certainly will remove ſome grievance. 
They who make every thing new, have a chance that they may 
eſtabliſh ſomething beneficial. To give them eredit for what 
they have done in virtue of the authority they have uſurped; 
or which can excuſe them in the crimes by which that autho- 
rity has been acquired, it muſt appear, that the ſame things 
could not have been accompliſhed without producing} ſuch a 
revolution. Moſt aſſuredly they might; becauſe; almoſt every 
one of the regulations made by them, which is not very equi- 
vocal, was either in the ceſſion of the king, voluntarily made 
at the meeting of the ſtates, or in the concurrent inſtructions 
to the orders. Some ufages have been aboliſhed / on juſt 
grounds; but they were ſuch that if they had ſtood as they 
were to all eternity, they would little detract from the happi- 
neſs and proſperity of any ſtate. The improvements of the 
National Aſſembly are ſuperficial, their errors fundamental. 
Whatever they are, I with my countrymen rather to recom- 
mend to our neighbours the example of the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion, than to take models from them for the improvement of 
our own. In the former they have. got an invaluable treaſure. 
They are not, I think, without ſome cauſes of apprehenſion 
and complaint; but theſe they do not owe to their conſtitu- 
tion, but to their own conduct. I think our happy fituation 
owing to our conſtitution ;; but owing to the whole of it, and 
not to any part finglyz-owing in a great meaſure to what we 
have left ſtanding in our ſeveral reviews-and reformations, as 
well as to what we have altered or ſuperadded. Our people 
will find employment enough for a truly patriotic, free, and 
independent ſpirit, in guarding what they poſſeſs, from viola- 
tion. I would not exclude alteration neither; but even when 
I changed, it ſhould be to preſerve. I ſhould be led to my * 
remedy by: a great grievance. In what I did, I ſhould follow 
the example of our anceſtors. I would make the reparation 
as nearly as poſſible in the ſtyle of the building. A politic 
caution, a guarded circumſpectioa, a moral rather than a com- 
plextonal timidity, were among the ruling principles af our 
forefathers in their moſt decided conduct. Not being illu- 
minated with the hight of which the gentlemen of France tell 
us they have got ſo abundant a ſhare, they acted under a 
ſtrong 1mpreſſion of the 1gnorance and fallibility of mankind, 
He that had made them thus fallible, rewarded them for hav- 
ing in their conduct attended to their nature. Let us imitate 
| | P „ „ 
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their caution, if we wiſh to deſerve their fortune, or to retain 
their bequeſts. Let us add, if we pleaſe, but let us preſerve 
what they have left; and, ſtanding on the firm ground of the 
Britiſh conſtitution, let us be ſatisfied to admire rather than 
attempt to follow in their deſperate flights the atronauts of 
WWW nt 73 74.2 

J have told you candidly my ſentiments. I think they are 
not likely to alter yours. I do not know that they ought. 
You are young; you cannot guide, but muſt follow the for- 
tune of your country. But hereafter they may be of ſome 
uſe to you, in ſome future form which your commonwealth 
may take. In the preſent it can hardly remain; but before 
its final ſettlement it may be obliged to paſs, as one of our 
poets ſays, © through great varieties of untried being,“ and 
in all its tranſmrgrations to be purified by fire and blood. 
I have little to recommend my opinions, but long obſerva- 
tion and much impartiality. They come from one who has 
been no tool of power, no flatterer of greatneſs; and who in 
his laſt acts does not wiſh to belie the tenour of his life. They 
come from one, almoſt the whole of whoſe public exertion 


has been a ſtruggle for the liberty of others: from one in whoſe 
breaſt no anger durable or vehement has ever been kindled, but 


by what he conſidered as tyranny; and who ſnatches from his 
ſhare in the endeavours which are uſed by good men to diſ- 
credit opulent oppreſſion, the hours he has employed on your 
affairs; and who in ſo doing perſuades himſelf he has not de- 


parted from his ufual office. They come from one who deſires 


honours, diſtinctions, and emoluments, but little; and who ex- 
pects them not at all; who has no contempt for fame, and no 
fear of obloquy; who ſhuns contention, though he will 
hazard an opinion: from one who wiſhes to preſerve conſiſten- 
cy.; but who would preſerve conſiſtency by varying his means 
to fecure the unity of his end; and, when the equipoiſe of 
the veſſel in which he ſails, may be endangered by overloading 
it upon one fide, is defirous of carrying the ſmall weight of his 
3 to that which may preſerve its equipoiſe. 
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